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T'o all whon it may concern:

‘Be it known that I, Rogerr S. GraHAM,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in a Combined Match and Toothpick
(luse, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to a combined
match and toothpick case and the objects
of the invention are to provide a case in
which both matches and toothpicks can be
easily assembled in an inexpensive manner,
so as to be both neat in appearance and
convenient for use. ‘

To the accomplishment of the above ob-
jects and to such others as may hereinafter
appear the invention comprises a combined
match and toothpick case having a retaining
device adjacent the top of the matches for
holding the upper ends of a plurality of
toothpicks, the lower ends of said toothpicks
being arranged to be held in the rear of the
matches by the match retaining means.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a com-
bined match and toothpick case made in
accordance with the invention.

Figures 2 and 38 are front views in open
position of a combined match and toothpick
case also made in accordance with the in-
vention showing alternate constructions.

In the drawings A designates the body
portion of the case which, in the present in-
stance, is bent upward at the bottom to pro-
vide a clamping member B arran to
hold, in the present instance, a plurality. of
paper matches C, secured together at their
Jower ends so as to be retained in position
by means of a staple D, which is pref-
erably situated near the bent edge of the
clamping member. . -

The body portion A of the case is, in the
present instance, provided with an integral
cover E which is arranged to be bent or
folded to cover the matches, the end of
the cover E being of sufficient length to be
“inserted behind the upper part of the
clamping member B to close the case.

In the present instance and in accordance
with the present invention the body por-
tion A of the case is made a little longer

than is ordinarily necessary to cover the
end of the matches, in order to provide suf-
ficient space above the top of the matches
for a retaining device F which is arranged
to hold the upper ends of a plurality of
toothpicks G the lower ends of which ex-
tend downward behind the back of the
matches, by means of which the same are
held in position by frictional engagement,
so as to be easily removed when the cover
is open and the same are required for use.

The retaining device F, as shown in
Fig. 1, comprises two oppositely opposed
flap members f, which are, in the present
instance, made integral with the sides of the
body portion A. The flap members f are
preferably tapered toward their free ends
along the upper edges in order to expose
the upper ends of the toothpicks, which can
easily be removed as required by folding
back the flap members.

The retaining device F as shown in Fig.
3 comprises only one flap member g which
is, in the present instance, made of a sepa-
rate piece of material which extends all the
way across the body portion A and is se-
cured at each end by means of a staple 4.
The upper edge of the flap member g is

preferably cut away toward the centre in

order to expose the upper ends of the tooth-
picks which are easily removed as required
by flexing the body portion A to open the
flap member g. ‘ .

The Tetaining member F as shown in
figure 2 comprises two oppositely opposed
flap members j similar to the flap members
# shown in Fig. 1 but in the present instance
the flap members j are secured at each of
their outer ends by means of a staple %.

From the above description it will be
seen that a combined match and toothpick
case is provided that is cheap of manufac-
ture and conveniently holds both matches
and toothpicks in an attractive manner.
The retaining member F situated as above
described adjacent the top of the matches
affords a suitable and attractive space for
advertising purposes on the face thereof, to
advertise for example “Dandy cigars” or
other merchandise.

While the invention has been described
with particular reference to the details of
construction the same is not to be considered
as limited thereto as many changes can be
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made and still fall within the scope of the
invention set forth in the following
claims :—

What I claim is:—

1. A case for holding matches and tooth-
picks, comprising in combination a body por-
tion, means for securing one end of a plurality
of matches to the lower end of said body
portion. said match securing means being
arranged to frictionally secure one end of a
plurality of toothpicks between said matches

and said body portion, a retaining device

secured to said body portion adjacent the
upper end of said matches for retaining the
upper ends of a plurality of toothpicks, and
a cover secured to said body portion as and
for the purposes set forth.

9. A case for holding matches and tooth-
picks, comprising in combination a body
portion, means for securing one end of a
plurality of matches to the lower end of
said body portion said match securing
means being arranged to frictionally secure
one end of a plurality of toothpicks be-
tween said matches and said body portion,
a retaining device comprising oppositely op-
posed flap members secured to said body
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portion adjacent the upper end of said
matches for retaining the upper ends of a
plurality of toothpicks and a cover secured
to said body portion as and for the pur-
poses set forth.-

3. A case for holding matches and tooth-
picks comprising in combination a body
portion, means for securing one end of a
plurality of matches to the lower end of
said body portion, said matech securing
means being arranged to frictionally secure
one end of a plurality of toothpicks be-
tween said matches and said body portion,
a retaining device comprising oppositely
opposed flap members, means for securing
said flap members to said body portion ad-
jacent the upper end of said matches for
retaining the upper ends of a plurality of
toothpicks, and a cover secured to said body
portion as and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. '

' ROBERT S. GRATAM.

Witnesses

Lzo J. MaTry,
Hexry W. Syxes,
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