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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Jaymes H. Fosrer, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at
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Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Wall-Paper Re-
movers, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description, refevence be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to devices for re-
moving wall paper, paint, and the like, by
the application of steam to the surface to be
cleaned, the device being exemplified in a
box-like construction having a connection
for supplying steam to the interior thereof
and being provided with an edge which is
adapted to retain the steam within the box
and prevent its escape between such edge
and the surface being treated.

Tt is the object of this invention to pro-
vide a device of this kind which is particu-
larly efficient in operation, which is economi-
cal of production, and which is convenient
of manipulation.

Still further, and generally, the invention
may be defined as consisting of the combi-
nations of elements embodied in the claims
hereto annexed and illustrated in the draw-
ings forming part hereof, wherein—

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
a device constructed in accordance with my
invention; Fig. 2 a central vertical sec-
tional view through the device shown in the
preceding figure, and Fig. 3 a top plan view
of said device.

Describing the device by reference char-
acters, 1 denotes the back of a box-like cas-
ing, made preferably of sheet metal, 2 the
top, 3 the sides of the box and 4 the bot-
tom. The back is provided with a handle,
said handle being conveniently formed from
a pair of angular stampings b riveted to the
back, said stampings supporting the handle
proper 6, which is preferably of wood or
other non-conducting material. To the in-
ner face of the back there is riveted a plate
7, said plate having formed therewith a con-
nection 8, one end of the connection pro-
jecting outwardly through an aperture 1
the back and being provided with an en-
larged end 9 to which a flexible steam sup-
ply pipe (not shown) may be connected.

The inner end of the connection 8 has
fitted thereinto the distributing pipe 10.

This pipe may be secured in place, as by
solder, and is provided with an inwardly
directed end 11 having a discharge outlet
and has, between such end and the plate 7,
additional discharge outlets 12, formed 1n
the body of the pipe. Near the end remote
from the plate 7, the pipe is secured to the
back, as by means of a sheet metal clip 13
extending around the pipe and rivted to the
back.

As will appear more clearly from Fig. 2,
the top, bottom and side walls are flared
outwardly near the front edge of the box,
as shown at 2%, 82 and 4* The front edge
portions of the metal of the box are bent
backwardly, outwardly, and forwardly to
form a dove-tailed channel 14. The out-
wardly flared walls 22, 3% and 4* form a sup-
port for the wall 4° of said channel adjacent
thereto. In this channel there is fitted a
strip of flexible, yielding material, prefer-
ably rubber. This strip comprises a round-
ed front portion 15 and a flared rear por-
tion 16, such flared rear portion being dove-
tailed in shape and being adapted to fit
within the channel 14. Tor the purpose of

lightening the weight of the material of

which the strip is constructed and at the
same time make it more yielding, whereby
it may adjust itself to the irregularities in
the surface being treated and prevent the
escape of steam, I make the strip 15 hollow,

as shown at 17.

In operating devices of the character
shown herein, water of condensation is liable
to collect in the box and to accumulate
around the lower edge thereof, interfering
with the work. To prevent the water of
condensation from accumulating where it
will retard the work, I form a receptacle 18
projecting downwardly and rearwardly
from the bottom wall 4 and from the lower
portion of the back wall 1, the front wall
of said receptacle merging with the bottom
wall substantially at the junction of the
outwardly flared portion 4* of said wall with
the body 4 thereof. This receptacle is
somewhat shorter than the width of the
back and bottom walls of the box. Owing
to the location of the receptacle and the
manner of constructing the same, it will
not be necessary to provide it with a drain
valve, as its capacity will be sufficiently
great to prevent it from filling with water
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for a considerable length of time. The re-
ceptacle may be very conveniently emptied,
during the intervals between the application
of the box to the wall, by merely inverting
the box.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:

1. A device of the character set forth com-
prising in combination a box-like structure
having an open front, the side walls thereof
having their front portions bent to form a
dovetail channel, and a strip of yielding ma-
terial fitted to said channel and projecting
forwardly beyond the edges of said walls.

2. In a device of the character specified,
the combination of an open fronted box hav-

.ing a back and forwardly projecting sheet

metal sides, said sides being flared out-
wardly adjacent to their front edges and the
metal of which said sides are composed be-
ing bent rearwardly, outwardly, and for-
wardly to form a dove-tailed channel one
wall of which is in substantial contact with
the outwardly flared portions of the sides,
and a strip of flexible or yielding material
mounted in said channel and conforming to
the shape thereof the forward edge thereof
projecting beyond the edges of said sides.

3. In a device of the character specified,
the combination of a box-like struicture hav-
ing forwardly projecting sides and a strip
of hollow, yielding material applied to said
sides, near their front portions, together
with means for supplying a heating agent
to the interior of said box.

4, In a device of the character specified,
the combination of a box-like structure hav-
ing forwardly projecting sides and a chan-
nel extending around the front edge portions
of such sides, and a strip of flexible, yielding
material applied to said channel, said strip

‘having its inner portion substantially cylin-

drical in section and provided with a bore
extending therethrough, together with
means for supplying a heating agent to the
interior of said box.-

5. A device of the character specified com-
prising a box-like structure having a down-
wardly directed trough or receptacle extend-
ing from the bottom thereof, and means for
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supplying condensable vapor to the interior
of said structure.

6. In a device of the character specified,
the combination of a box-like structure hav-
ing forwardly projecting sides, and a strip
of yielding material applied to and extend-
ing around the front edge portions of said
sides, the bottom being provided with a
downwardly extending trough or receptacle
located at the rear of said strip and the
front edge portion of the box, together with
means for supplying condensable vapor to
the interior of said structure.

7. In a device of the character specified,
the combination of a box-like structure, a
strip of yielding material applied to and ex-
tending around the front of said structure,
and a downwardly extending trough or re-
ceptacle located outside of said strip and ex-
tending downwardly below the bottom por-
tion of the strip, together with means for
supplying condensable vapor to the interior
of said structure.

8. In a device of the character specified,
the combination of a box-like structure hav-
ing a back and forwardly projecting side
walls, a plate secured to the inner surface
of the back and having a connection, one end
of said connection projecting within said
back and the other end of said connection
being located outside of said back, and a
fluid distributing pipe carried by the inner
end of said connection. -

9. In a device of the character specified,
the combination of a box-like structure hav-
ing a back and forwardly projecting side
walls, a plate secured to the inner surface of
the back and having a fluid supply connec-

tion, a fluid distributing pipe carried by

gaid connection and extending along said
back, said pipe having a plurality of dis-
charge orifices, and means, additional to the
plate, for securing the pipe to said back.

In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES H. FOSTER.
Witnesses:

Henry W. Krug,
Epwin MaNN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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