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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Auuex A. Priiires,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Fresno, in the county of Fresno and State
of California, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Match-Dispens-
ing Boxes, of which the following 1s a speci-

fication, reference being had to the accom-
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panying drawings.

This invention relates to match boxes, and
particularly to that class of boxes wherein
one match is delivered at a time upon an
actuation of the match dispensing mecha-
nism.

The general object of my invention is to
provide a very simple, practical and cheaply
constructed box of this character adapted
to receive the matches from match packages
now found upon the market.

A further object is to provide a device
of this character having a dispensing slide
shiftable into the box or container and re-
ceiving a match and when pulled out with-
drawing a match, so that thereby one match
is delivered at a time as needed.

And a further object is to provide a de-
viee of this character in which the match,
when withdrawn upon the dispensing slide,
is thrown upward out of the match receiv-
ing groove into a position upon the slide
where it may be readily picked up.

Other objects will appear in the course
of the following description.

My invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein :—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved match dispensing mechanism, the
match container being broken away; -

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the
match dispenser showing the slide in its
receiving position; ' _

Fig. 3 is a like view to Fig. 2, but show-
ing the slide in its dispensing position;

Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4 of
Fig. 3; : ,

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the base 10,
showing the ejecting spring. :

Referring to these figures, 10 designates

the base of the match container, this base.

being about eight inches long and any suit-
able width, as for instance, three inches.
Mounted upon one end of the base-is the
match container having the rear wall 11,

the front wall 12 and the two side walls 13.

The space defined by these walls is some-

what larger in cross section than the cross
section of the boxes of matches now on the
market. The front wall 12 has its lower
edge spaced from the upper face of the base
to provide an opening 14 and shiftable
through this opening is a slide 15, the for-
ward end of which is beveled downward
and forward as at 16. This slide has a
thickness just equal to the depth of the open-
ing 14. The slide is held mn proper posi-
tion upon the base 10 by means of side
pieces 17, which are attached to the. base
and a cover plate 18, which is longitudinally
slotted as at 19 for the passage of the shank
20 of a button 21 whereby the slide may be
reciprocated.

The slide 15 is formed at its beveled end
with a transversely extending groove 22 and
the under face of the slide 1s formed with
longitudinally extending grooves 23, which
intersect the groove 22. There are two of
these grooves 23 and these grooves 23 extend
upward and toward the beveled end 16 as
illustrated clearly in Fig. 2. The base 10,
upon its upper face, is formed with a U-
shaped recess or groove 24 having an ex-
tension 24° the rvear wall of this extension
being downwardly and inwardly inclined.
Disposed in the groove is a U-shaped mem-
ber 25 formed to provide two legs 26 and
an upward extension 26* at right angles to
the legs and disposed to operate within the

" extension 24* of the recess 24. The under
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face of the slide 15 is formed with a longi-

tudinally extending groove 27, which groove
is disposed in line with the extension 24*
and is sufficiently deep so as to permit the
lug 26* or extension on the member 26 to
extend vertically upward when the legs 26
are in a horizontal position and the slide is
forced into the match box. The end wall
o7 of the groove 27, upon a vetraction of
the slide 15, engages with the upwardly ex-

tending lug 26 and throws the forward ends. -

of the legs 26 upward in the grooves 23.
The shank 20 of the operating button passes
through the slide and a nut 28 is disposed
at the lower end of the button and in said
groove or recess 27... . _
Projecting from the face of the front wall
12 ave pins 29, which ‘are disposed imme-
diately above the groove 22 when the slide
15 is fully retracted. -A. match thrown ap

by the arms 26 will strike these pins and

will be deflected downward onto the face 1
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of the cover 18. This cover 18 is provided
with a piece of sand paper whereon the
matches may be struck.

The container formed by the walls 11, 12
and 13 is normally closed at its upper end
by means of a cover or lid 30, which is
preferably formed in three parts or sections.
The main section has attached to its under
face a section 81, which will just it within
the walls 11, 12 and 13 and attached to
the upper face of the main section is a
section 32, which provides a handle whereby
the lid may be withdrawn.

In filling this container with matches,
an ordinary box of matches, such as those
made to contain 1,000 matches is cut away
at its end. The container is then inverted

and the box of matches is shoved into place

between the walls 11, 12 and 13. The eon-
tainer is then turned right side up and the
match box is pulled out leaving the matches
in place within the container and the matches
extending parallel to the groove 22. Now
if it be desired to withdraw a match from
the box, the slide 15 is forced inward and
one match falls into the groove 292, assum-
ing that this groove is approximately the
size of one match. If it be desired that the
device shall withdraw more than one match,
then the groove must be made larger. Upon
retracting the slide 15, the match within the
groove 22 will be withdrawn and as the
slide moves rearward sufficiently for the
groove to escape the front wall 12, the arms
26 will suddenly fly upward throwing the
mateh up against the pins 29 and these pins
will throw the match downward against the
face of the cover 18.

It will be seen that this device is very
simple, that it may be very cheaply made,
and that a considerable economy in matches
will be secured by its use.

While T have described this device as be-
ing particularly adapted for dispensing
matches, it will be understood that it might
be used for dispensing tooth picks or any
other articles of like character. Of course
the dimensions of the device will depend
upon the article which is to be dispensed
thereby.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is:—

1. A device of the character described
comprising a base, a container mounted
upon ene end of the base and having vertical
walls, the front wall being cut away, a slide
having a beveled end and having a trans-
verse groove on its upper face, the slide be-
g shiftable into or out of the container,
the under face of the slide having longitu-
diually extending grooves intersecting the
transverse groove on the upper face of the
slide; a U-shaped member rockingly mount-
ed-on the base and providing arms disposed
in alinement with the grooves on the under

-gitudinally
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face of the slide and movable upward
through said grooves, the U-shaped member
being provided with a lug normally extend-
ing upward at a plane at right angles to the
plane of the arms, and means on the under
tace of said slide engaging the lug when the
slide is retracted to thereby throw the arms
upward and project a mateh from the groove,

2. A device of the character described
comprising a base having a U-shaped recess
on its upper face, the recess having a rear-
ward extension, a U-shaped member dis-
posed in said U-shaped recess and having at
its rear end an upwardly extending portion
normally projecting above the upper face of
the base, a match container mounted upon
one end of the base and having its front wal]
cut away adjacent the base, a slide longitu-

dinally shiftable upon the base and having

a beveled forward end, and a transverse

groove In its upper face just rearward of
the forward end, the under face of the slide -

m alinement with the arms of the U-shaped
member being formed with grooves inter-
secting the match receiving groove, the un-
der face of the slide having a longitudinally
extending groove, the forward wall of which
1s adapted to engage the upwardly project-
ing portion of the U-shaped member to rock
the U-shaped member and urge the forward
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ends of the arms upward, and means where- v

by the slide may be reciprocated.

3. A device of the character described
comprising a base having a U-shaped recess
on its upper face, the recess having a rear-
ward extension, a U-shaped member dis-
posed in said U-shaped recess and having at
its rear end an upwardly extending portion

normally projecting above the upper face of

the base, a match container mounted upon
one end of the base and having its front wall
cut-away adjacent the base, a slide longitii-
dinally shiftable upon- the base and having
a. beveled forward end, and a transverse
groove in its upper face just rearward of

the forward end, the under face of the slide

in alinement with the arms of the U-shaped
member being formed with grooves inter-
secting the match receiving groove, the un-
der face of the slide having a longitudi-
nally- extending groove, the forward wall
of which is adapted to engage the upwardly
projecting portion of the U-shaped member
to rock the U-shaped member and urge the
forward ends of the arms upward, 4 cover
extending over the slide and having a lon-
extending groove, and a handle
mounted upon the shide and extending up-

~ward through said groove whereby the slide

may be reciprocated.

4. A device of the character described
comprising a base formed upon its upper
face with an approximately U-shaped recess
having ‘a rearward extension, a U-shaped
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member mounted in said recess and having
an extension at its middle disposed at right
angles to the legs of the U-shaped member,
o match container mounted upon one end of
the base and having rear, side and front
walls, the front wall being cut away adja-
cent the base, a slide mounted upon the base
and having a beveled forward wall and a
transverse match receiving groove in its up-
per face just rearward of the forward end,
the under face of the slide being formed
with a pair of longitudinally extending
grooves alining with the arms of the Y-
shaped groove in the base, and the under
face of the slide being also formed with a
longitudinally extending groove alining
with the upwardly extending portion of said
U-shaped member, the forward wall of said
groove being adapted to engage with the
upwardly extending portion of the U-shaped
member to rock the U-shaped member, a
cover plate operatively connected to the
sides of the base and extending over the
slide and formed with a longitudinally ex-
tending slot, a handle passing through the
clot and into the slide, and a plurality of

“being provided with means

8

match deflectors projecting out from the
front wall of the container.

5. A device of the character described
comprising a base having a match container
at one end, a slide mounted upon the face of
the base and shiftable into or out of the con-

tainer, said slide having a transverse match

receiving groove in its upper face, the under
face of the slide having a longitudinal
groove intersecting the match receiving
groove, a rocking arm mounted upon the
base and disposed 1n said longitudinal groove
and having an upwardly extending portion
at its rear end, the under face of the slide
for engaging
said upwardly extending portion to thereby
rock the arm to urge it upward through
the match receiving groove when the slide
is retracted.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

ALLEN A. PHILLIPS.
Witnesses:

F. Crow,
C. T. Exrvrort:

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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