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The present invention relates to control pedals 
for vehicles and more particularly to control 
pedals for motor-driven vehicles like automobiles. 
The primary object of the present invention is 

to provide a pedal arrangement or device for ve 
hicles especially automobiles which is located in 
such region with respect to the floor board in the 
driver's compartment that the driver of the autO 
mobile or Vehicle can rest his feet comfortably 
When not Operating the pedal and Can COMVen 
iently engage the pedal whene Ver desired. 

It is another object of the invention to proVide 
a pedal device for automobiles which is SO COn 
structed that it may pass through the floor-board 
in the driver’s compartment of an automobile 
while preventing the passage Of dirt, Water, and 
Wind from the road. 1 

It is a further object of the invention tO pro 
vide a pedal device for automobiles Which is made 
of Strong parts and strong Construction. 
Other objects and advantages Of the invention 

Will become apparent from the folloWing deScrip 
tion taken in conjunction with the drawing, in 
Which *: - 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
partly in section of an automobile embodying the 
present, invention. “ 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 shows a sectional view taken on the line 

A–B Of Fig. 1. » “ 
It is Well known that in certain automobiles Or 

Vehicles, it has been extremely difficult to incorpo 
rate a pedal device which would pOSseSS all of the 
advantages and features of the present invention. 
Thus, for instance, Small vehicles which have 
their engine located in the rear, Which have a. 
front aXle located close to the footboard in the 
driver's compartment, which have a low floor 
frame, and whichhave a narrow wheel base, have 
proved troublesome when incorporating foot 
pedals for the driver. In an automobile having 
the latter construction, the r00m or Space aVaila 
ble for pedals and for resting the driver’s feet 
haS been very Small, particularly When it is CON 
Sidered that a clearance has to be made for the 
turning of the front Wheels and that the longi 
tudinal frame member occupies a Substantial 
space of the floor-board in the driver's compart 
ment. In Spite of the foregoing Shortcomings 
and Similar difficUlties With Vehicles in Which the 
room provided for the driver’s feet is limited in 
breadth, nevertheless, foot pedals embodying the 
present invention can be incorporated in Vehicles 
to give SatisfaciOry Service and to proVide a SolU 

tion to the problem which has been Confronting 
the art. 

Generally speaking, the present invention con 
templates astructure in automobiles in whichthe 
floor-board provided for the driver’s feet is com 
pletely free from allmechanisms and the treadles 
of the pedals are located above the floor-board in 
a region af least higher than the height of the 
top of a driver’s foot when resting on the floor 
board and that the pedal levers are located be 
yond the front of the foot-board. It is preferred 
that such a structure be employed in which the 
pedals are mounted for rotary movement about 
substantially vertical axes and that the levers 
extend from the axes in a substantially horizontal 
direction at an oblique angle with respect to the 
front, aXle Of the automobile. In the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, it has been found 
satisfactory to extend the floor-board horizontally 
beyond the pedal mounting and Over the front 
axle of an automobile to provide an enclosed 
chamber or space which would join the body of 
the automobile: In this manner, a completely 
enclosed chamber or space can be formed about 
the foot pedals in front of the driver’s seat of 
an automobile and the Wall Or partition Consti 
tuting an extension of the foot-board can be used 
for mounting the pedals. By providing a stuffing 
box or a similar arrangement around the axles 
or the shafts of the pedals, it is possible to com 
pletely prevent dirt, water and wind from entering 
into the interior of the automobile. Of course, 
other arrangements similar to stuffing boxes can 
be employed. » 

The invention will now be described in con 
junction with an automobile in which a longi 
tudinal member is provided and in which the en 
gine is located in the rear of the automobile. 
With this type of automobile, it is preferred to 
mount the pedals so that one connecting rod 
eXtending, Say to the clUtch, eXtends to the right, 
Of and alOng Side Of Said IOngitUdinal member and 
the Other COnnecting rod eXtending to, Say the 
brake, alongside of and to the right of the longi 
tudinal member. In both instances, the connect 
ing rods, Which are actuated by the foot pedals, 
extend to mechanisms Which are located in the 
rear of the automobile. 
Referring more particularly to Fig. 1, the refer 

ence character 1 designates the longitudinal 
Structure member Which eXtends from the front, 
to the rear Of the automobile in the middle there 
Of. MoUnted On the front of the longitudinal 
member is a front axle 2. Between the top of 
the longitudinal member and the front aXle is a 
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plurality of leaf-springs 3 while between the bot 
tom of the longitudinal member and the front 
aXle is a plurality of leaf SpringS 4. 

Located just behind the front axle a pedestal 
Or mounting 5 is provided for pedals and is prefer 
ably arranged in the form of a rectangle and Se 
CUred to longitudinal nUmber 1 in any Customary 
manner. Extending doWmWardly at an angle from 
ühe top of mounting 5 is a foot-board 6 Whichen 
gages floor-board 7 at the bottom thereOf. The 
foot-board, foor-board and body Of the automo 
bile define a Space Wherein a foot-chamber 8 is 
located. Above the foot, room is a receSS 9 formed 
by the body of the car which encloses the Space 
for the pedals and Which is coVered by a hood 10. 
This hood may be opened as shoWn by the dotted 
lines in Fig. 1 as those skilled in the art Will read 
ily understand, whereby entry may be gained for 
the adjustment of the pedals etc. In passing, it 
is to be noted that the reference character 11 
designates a, Steering Shaft, rOd Or post, and ref 
erence character 12 designates the CrOSS-Steering 
member. 
A pair of pedals 13 are carried by levers 14. 

These levers are mounted at the top of shafts 15. 
It is to be noted that the ShaftS 15 are herein 
shown as held in mounting 5 in Substantially a. 
vertical position. At the bottom of each Shaft a. 
lever 16 is provided Which iS Secured to a connect 
ing rod 17. The Shafts are provided with a bear 
ing 13 at the top and the bottom thereof. This 
bearing serves as a mounting for the shaft and 
aS a Stuffing bOX. In the present instance, it Will 
be Observed that One of the Connecting rOds eX 
tends alongside Of and to the right of the longi 
tudinal member Whereas the Other Connecting rod 
extends alongside of and to the left of the con 
necting rod. 

It is to be observed that the present invention 
provides a pedal device which fulfills all the re 
quirements of the situation and which can be 
USed particularly With an autOmobile having a. 
limited foot-board and an engine located in the 
rear thereof. 

It is to be observed that the pedals embodying 
the present inventionare principally in a straight 
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line With the legs and with the feet. By this ar 
rangement the driver can use all his force in 
treading on the foot-pedals. 

Furthermore, the pedals With their tread, lever, 
etc. are mOUnted in a region Which iS high enough 
to be out of the Way of the top of a. driver’s foot 
while at the Same time the pedals are located in 
SUch a position aS tO be conveniently accessible 
to the driver’s feet. In this connection, it is to 
be Observed that, the Wall Of the floor-board iS 
free from all mechanisms and that the chamber 
Surrounding the driver’s feet is hermetically sealed 
from Wind, rain and dirt. 

Moreover, it is to be noted that the present 

1,984,015 
invention provides a pedal in which it moves 
horizontally about a Vertical axis and that the 
pedal does not collide With any Structural ele 
ment, Such as a CrOSS-rOd Or the like. 
What I Claim is:– 
1. A device of the character deScribed compris 

ing a, chamber mounted at the frOnt Of an auÜO 
mobile, a foot-board in Said chamber for Support 
ing the feet of a driver, a Wall extending from the 
top of said foot-board in a substantially horizon 
tal direction, a Shaft mOUnted Substantially Ver 
tical to and passing through Said horizontal Wall, 
a suffing box provided between said shaft and 
Said Wall to prevent the entry of rain, Wind, dirt 
and the like, a lever Connected With Said Shaft and 
extending at an oblique angle, and a pedal Secured 
to Said lever and located above the foot-board 
and in a position Which is Substantially in a. 
Straight line With the leg Of a Criver, Said foot 
board and Said lever and aSSociated partS being 
COMlpletely enclosed in Said COmpartment. 

2. A. device of the character deScribed COmpriS 
ing a Chamber mOUnted at the front Of an autO 
mobile, a foot-board in Said chamber for Support 
ing the feet of a driver, a. Wall eXtending from the 
top Of Said foot-board in a SUbstantially hOri 
ZOntal direction, a shaft mounted Substantially 
Vertical to and passing through Said horizOntal 
Wall, a, Stuffing bOX proVided betWeen Said Shaft 
and Said Wall to prevent the entry of rain, wind, 
dirt and the like, a. lever connected With Said 
Shaft and extending at an oblique angle, and a 
pedal Secured to Said lever and located above the 
foot-board and in a pOSitiOn Which is Substan 
tially in a Straight line With the leg Of a. driver, 
Said pedal and the wall Supporting the Same be 
ing higher than the height Of the tOp edge of the 
foot-board Whereby a foot-board is provided 
Which is Substantially free from the foot lever 
and the aSSociated partS and iS reser Ved for the 
feet of a driver. 

3. A device Of the character deScribed compris 
ing a compartment located at the front of an 
automobile having its upper part arranged to ac 
commodate a foot pedal of an automobile and the 
bottom to accommodate a floOr-board and a foot 
board, a foot-board located at an angle, a Wall eX 
tending from the top of Said foot-board horizon 
tally in a forward direction, a mounting located 
Underneath Said Wall and Said foot-board, a. Ver 
tical Shaft rotatively Secured in Said mounting, a. 
stuffing bOX provided between Said Shaft and Said 
Wall, a. lever eXtending Obliquely from Said Shaft 
above Said foot-board and a pedal associated With 
Said lever and located in Substantially a Straight 
line With a leg Of a. driver, Said pedal being ar 
ranged at a height above the foot-board and 
adapted to move in the front part of the afore 
Said Compartment. 
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