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The present invention relates to grassaging de 
vices and more particularly to a new and in 
proved finger applicator or nassagig device 
which enables the user to massage a, body iner 
ber such as a finger, for example, if a. siapia 
and highly effective manner. - 

Heretofore, difficulty has been experienced in 
Satisfactorily massaging body Yembers such 3S 
fingers, in the treatment of arthritis, Stiffened 
or Sore joints, or the like. In aSaluch as a finger 
is not uniform in section along its length, the 
naSSaging action afforded by prior devices WaS 
ineffective and sometimes even painful because of 
the uneven distribution of pressure over the en 
tire length of the finger. 
An object of this invention, accordingly, is to 

provide a novel massaging device adapted to 
engage a, body member, Such as a finger, and t() 
massage it upon stroking the device back and 
forth along the finger. 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
a massaging device which is capable of accorn 
modating variations present in the shapes of 
fingers, namely in One finger or between adjacent 
fingers. 
A further object of the present invention is 

to provide a naSSaging device So constructed as 
to enable the pressure it exerts on a finger to be 
varied. 
These and other objects of the present inven 

tion are attained by providing a na SSaging de 
vice comprising a generally J-shaped element 
having inwardly projecting teeth which are 
adapted to engage a body member such as a 
finger, for example, and effect a raSSaging ac 
tion when the device is moved relatively to the 
body member. 

Additional objects and advantages of the in 
vention will appear from the following detailed 
description of a typical embodiment of the de 
vice, taken in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a view in top elevation showing a 
device constructed according to the present in 
vention; 

Figure 2 is a view in end elevation of the de 
vice taken on line 2-2 of Figure 1, and looking 
in the direction of the arrows; and 

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the de 
vice as conventionally used on a finger. 

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2, a massaging 
device is shown which may comprise a gener 
ally U-shaped element formed of any suitable 
resilient material, Such as a plastic having a 
rubbery nature, for example. Protruding from 
the U-shaped element are a plurality of in 
wardly projecting teeth 2, which preferably have 
a Somewhat conical shape. The U-shaped ele 
ment and the teeth 2 are, in a typical en 
bodiment, formed as a single unit. 
When in use, the massaging device it is placed 

around a finger 3, as shown in Figure 3, and 
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inay be iaanipulated by the user by placing the 
fingers of his other hand over the arms of the 
tjeshaped element . The teeth 2 serve to 
&pgly a force on the finger 3 and upon move 
Fine:ht of the device is, as in the direction of the 
ai'i'OWS, for example, an effective massaging ac 
tion results. 

has nuch as the U-shaped element is pref 
ei'ably constructed of a resilient material, the 
raSSaging device de can be easily adjusted so as 
to conform to any one of the user's fingers. 

In order to maintain an initial noilinal pres 
Suite on the finger 3, the spacing hetween the 
tips of opposite teeth 2 projecting inwardly from 
the opposite arms of the U-shaped element 
preferably should be less than the thickness of 
the average finger 3. 
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it Will be understood that the Specific embodi 
&lt described above can be modified. Within the 

Spirit of the invention. For example, the U 
shaped element, may be made long enough to 
extend over a plurality of fingers, if desired, 
thereby permitting easy treatment of fingers, 
which because of a diseased condition, for ex 
asple, inay be restricted in movement. Other 
modifications will be apparent to those skilled in 
the art. 
Fron the foregoing, it will be apparent that 

the invention provides a simple and inexpensive, 
yet highly effective finger Inassaging device. 
While the invention has been described with 

specific reference to the structure shown in the 
accorpanying drawings, it is hot to be limited 
save as defined in the appended claim. 

clain: 
A finger nassaging device comprising a U 

shaped element having substantially straight 
sides integrally connected at adjacent ends by an 
arcuate ease, said U-shaped member being readily 
deformable by pressure exerted thereon to vary 
the spacing between its sides, said J-shaped 
element having a row of integral inwardly pro 
ieeting flexible teeth of Suhstantially conical 
shape extending inwardly from the inner faces 
3: Saif sides and base with their inner, Smaller 
ends in substantially unifornly spaced relation, 
said teeth flexing upon engagement with a finger 
to effect, a maSSaging action upon movement of 
said device along said finger. 
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