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The present invention relates to electric
wiring of houses and more especially to out-
let boxes for use therewith. ]

It is the usual practice to install the wir-
ing conduits and outlet boxes in the walls of
houses before the plaster is applied, and as a
general proposition the face of the plaster
when finished is found to be considerably in
advance of the front of the box. The elec-
tric switch or other device is usually at-
tached to the front edge of the box and its
flush plate is designed to rest against the
face of the plaster, and in order that the de-
vice and its plate may be brought into proper
relation thereto it is a common practice to
introduce shims or other adjusting means
between the attachment lugs of the device
and the front of the box. Such blocking
out of the device is a troublesome and vexa-
tious operation and when done an objection-
able gap is left hetween the front of the box
and the cover plate which leaves the device
more or less unprotected by the box

The object of my invention is to provide

i an improved outlet or switch box which may

be casily and quickly brought to adjusted
position and positively secured by the same
attachinent means by which the electric de-
vice is secured to the box.

One embodiment of the invention is shown
in the accompanying drawing in which Fig.
1 is a vertical section of an outlet box,
switch and face plate secured together and to
a plastered wall; Tig. 2 is a front elevation
of the box. switch and face plate with a por-
tion of the latter broken away, and Fig. 3 is
a perspective view of the box showing the
construction of its wall lug.

The box 1, shown in the drawing, is made
of punched up sheet steel with integral edge
lugs 2 bent outwardly from the opposite
ends 3 thereof and provided with tapped
holes 4. Tach end of the box has mounted
thereon, some distance from the front edge,

5 an angle iron wall bracket 5 provided at itg

ends with a pair of outstanding wall lugs
6, and centrally hetyveen them with a tapped
hole 7 in alignment with the tapped hole 4
in the corresponding edge lug 2, while the
portion of the bracket lying against the box
is provided with parallel guide slots 8 for
the reception of holding ears 9 punched out-
wardly from the hox end 3 and each pro-
vided with a Tip 10, which, after the bracket

P is assembled thereon, is bent at right angles

to overlie the outer surface of the bracket
and thereby serve to retain it firmly against
the end of the box, but capable of frictional
movement backwardly and forwardly there-
on as permitted by the length of ‘the slots 8.
The switch 11 is shown provided with the
customary bridge piece 12 having transversa
slots 18 1n its ends whereby it may be ad-
justed sidewise in the plane of the wall and
1t is also provided a short distance from the
slots 13 with tapped holes for the reception
of holding screws 14 for the flush plate 15.
My improved box is installed in
means of screws 16 passed through the wall
lugs 6 and into the framework 17 of the
wall. After the plastering 18 has been fin-
ished, the switch 11 is disposed within the
box with the ends of its bridge piece 12 in
direct contact with the edge lugs 2 of the
box and both box and switch moved in or
out into desired relation to the face of the
plaster 18 and 2 holding screw 19 is en-
tered through each end of the bridge piece
12 and the tapped holes 4 and 7 in the adja-
cent edge lug 2 and bracket 5 and screwed
home with the end of the bridge piece 12
bound bétween lug 2 and the head of the
screw 19. The box 1 is thus positively posi-
tioned relative to the face ofp the plaster 18
by the threaded engagement, the screw with
the respective tapped holes in the edge lug 2
and in the bracket 5, and it is positively pre-
vented from transverse movement by the
two pairs of holding ears 9 engaging the
sides of the guide slots 8 in the wall brack-
ets 5, and the switch is always entered in
and surrounded by the box to the fullest ex-
tent and is firmly supported thereon. Upon
attaching the face plate 15 by screws 14, the
installation is completed permanently.
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While I have shown and described the

best embodiment of the invention known to
me, I do not desire to be restricted thereto.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. An outlet box for electric wiring de-
vices having adjustable means for attach-
ment to a wall, and means for securing an
electric device to said box and concurrently
fixing the said box relative to its adjustable
attachment means.

2. An outlet box for electric wiring de-
vices having laterally extending lugs, each
{)Jrovided with a screw-threaded hole, wall-

rackets, each having a screw-threaded hole
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and wall-attaching means, said box and
bracket including means for fastening the
bracket to the box with the screw threaded
holes in alignment and permitting relative
movement between said box and bracket
maintaining such alignment, and headed
screws adapted to pass through an electric
wiring device and engage the aligned holes
in said lugs and brackets for concurrently
securing said device in position and said box
and bracket in a fixed relation. ,

3. An outlet box having lugs, each pro-
vided with a tapped hole, wall brackets, each
provided with wall-attaching means and a
tapped hole, means for movably securing
said brackets.to the box and maintaining
alignment of the tapped holes thereof with
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the tapped holes in said lugs, and holding
screws adapted to engage the respective
tapped holes in said lugs and said brackets.
4. An outlet box having at each end
thereof a fixed edge lug provided with a
tapped hole, a wall bracket mounted on each
box end and provided with wall-attaching
means and a tapped hole; means for mov-
ably securing said brackets to the box and
maintaining alignment of the tapped holes
thereof with the tapped holes in said lugs,
and holding screws adapted to engage the
respective tapped holes in said lugs and said
brackets.
In witness whereof, I have hercunto sct
my hand this 28th day of December, 1923.
HOMER G. KNODERER.
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