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(54) Title: DISPLAY/STREET SIGN

(57) Abstract

A display sign (12) having a plurality of display faces
(38), (40), and (44) removably supported on the upper end of
an elongated standard (14) wherein the lower end thereof is se-
cured to a base which is at least partially buried beneath a sup-
porting ground surface (22) such that the sign assembly (10) is
maintained in an upright orientation. The standard (14) is of a
predetermined length such that the display faces (38), (40), (42)
and (44) are spaced above the supporting ground surface (22)
at least a minimum distance and further where each of the dis-
play faces are separated into a first display zone (45) adapted
to have printed media such as street names thereon and a sec- ©
ond display zone (46) adapted to have printed and pictorial ad-

vertising media displayed thereon.
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I. TITLE: DISPLAY/STREET SIGN

II. TECHENICAL FIELD

This invention relates to a street sign having
multidisplay faces positioned in an upstanding above ground
location wherein each of the display faces include a first
display zone for representing street names and like printed
media and a second larger zone for including pictorial and
printed advertising media in an area segregated from the

street name or identification.

IIT, BACKGROUND ART

Display signs of various structures, designs and
confiqurations are well known in the prior art. More
specifically, the prior art has developed to such a point '
where sign structures are designed .for particular applications
such as advertising, road signs, traffic information etc. In
that the art has advanced to the extent that each sign is
particularly intended for a specialized application, there
still exists a recognized need for a sign assembly which may
"accomplish a specific designed function such as serving as a
street sign but have other wider applications such as in

advertising. The following United States patents are
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representative of existing and prior art devices and include:
rLamar,rl,744,647; Taylor, 2,114,943; McColl, 2,652,762;
Spooncer, 3,113,552; Pogue, 3,167,874; Inverson, 3,579,885;
Attwood, 3,928,930; Dotson, 4,250,491; and Dinan et al,

4,262,439.

While the structures disclosed in the above-noted patents
are certainly operable in a particular application for which
they were designed, each may be considered to be somewhat
limited for a variefy ofrapplications. In addition, the
structures set forth in the above-noted patents to McColl,
Pogue and Iverson include specific structural features which
allow them to be dismounted or removed from its supporting
standard or like device. However, such dismounting or
disconnection entails substantially disassembling the
plurality of display signs and/or display means itself. This
limits the versatility of such a sign structure especially
wherein it is desired to remove a plurality of display féces,
as a unit, from a supporting standard.

Eurfﬁer, there 1is alsoia recognized need in the industry
for a display sign assembly capable of satisfying specific
requirements such as serving as a street sign while at the
same time having the édditional versatility of displaving
advertising media on each one of the plurality of displav
faqes in conjunction with therdisplayinq of a street name or

like identifying geoqraphical information.
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IV. SUMMARY COF THE INVENTIOCN

The present invention is directed towards a display sign
assembly having a plurality ‘of faces mounted on a display
means wherein each of the faces are disposed in substantially
transverse relation to one another and extend outwardly from
the display means in a different direction. This allows
observation of the signs from almost 360° 'since, in a
preferred embodiment to be described in greater detail
hereinafter, the signs preferably are located in perpendicular

relation to one another.

An important feature of the present invention is directed
towards the individual display faces comprising at least a
first display zone specifically adapted and diﬁensioned to
have print media disposed thereon and be representative of the
identity of certain geographical lccations such as the names
0f streets. Each displav face further includes a second
display zone which may have a generally larger exposed surface
area than the first zone and which is dimensioned and
generally adapted to have pictorial representations as well as
printed media mounted thereon and being generally
representative of advertising., Therefore, while the pluralitv
of display faces are each specifically designed to serve as
street signs and be strategicallv located such as on the
corner of intersecting streets or the like, each of the

display faces may concurrently be used to display advertising
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media. Such advertising representations are therefore readily
brought to the attention of those in the general vicinity of
the subject sign assembly particularly when looking for the

identity of the intersecting streets.

Other structural features of the present invention
include the display means cdmprising a plurality of display
faces mounted in supported engagement on the upper end of an
elongated standard. The standard has its opposite or lower
end secured to a base wherein both the base and the lower end

"is substantially burried or disposed to extend below a
supporting ground surface. The structure of the base itself
may comprise a cementitious material anchoring sleeve disposed
in encasing and bonded relation to the lower end. The base is
of a sufficient length so as to securely anchor the sigﬂ
assembly within the supporting ground. The remainder of the
sign assembly extends in an upright orientation above the
surface of the supporting ground. The display means and
pluralityrof display faces are maintained at a predetermined

height above the supporting surface.

The overall length of the standard is such as to position
the display means at least a minimum predetermined height
above the supporting ground surface wherein such height is
dependent upon. certain local ordinances or requirements
directed to the location of street sign or other advertising

display signs. Further, it is important to locate the
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plurality of display faces a£ least a minimum distance above
the supporting ground surface so as to avoid ready access
thereto and thereby avoid vandalism, damage and otherwise
disfiguring of the display faces. The length of the base and
accordingly the length of the lower end of the standard
encased by the base generally is dependent upon the soil
conditions of the supporting ground, the overall height of the
standard and the weight of the combined standard and display
means. Preferably, the standard extends upwardly from the
supporting ground surface to an under portion of the display
means a distance of approximately 7-% feet. Such distance is
generally 2-3% éo 3 times greater than the length of the base
means disposed in burried or penetrating relation beneath the
supporting ground surface. The length of the burried base
means and the distance the standard extends from the ground
surface to the display device is of course dependent upon the
overall dimension and accordingly the weight, air resistance,

and other structural characteristics of the display device

itself.

The invention accordingly comprises the features of
construction, combination of elements, and arrangement of
parts which will be exemplified in the construction

hereinafter set forth, and the scope of the invention will be

indicated in the claims.
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V. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 7

For a fuller understanding of the nature of the present
invention, reference should be had to the following detailed
description taken in connection with the accompanying drawings

in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the display and street

sign assembly of the present invention.

Figuré 2 is a sectional view showing'structural details

of the various components of the sign assembly.

Figure 3 is a top plan view along line 3-3 of Figure 2.
Figure 4 is a bottom plan view showing additional
structural details of a mounting support structure cf the

present invention and taken along line 4-4 of figqure 2.

Figure 5 is a front plan view of a display panel defining
a plurality of the display faces integrally thereon and
oriented in a planar orientation prior to being folded

such that the plurality of displayv faces are disposed in

transverse relation to one another.

Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout

the several views of the drawings.
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VI. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As best shown in figures 1 and 2, the present invention
is directed towards a sign assembly generally indicated as 10
and including a display device 12 supported on the upper end
of an elongated supporting standard 14. The lower end as at
16 is secured in encasing relation to a base means which
includes an anchoring sleeve 18. The anchoring sleeve is made
from cementitious material and at least partially buried below
a ground supporting surface generally indicated as 22. More
specifically, the anchoring sleeve 18 encases the lower
extremity 20 of the lower end of the standard 14 and extends
upwardly therefrom abpredetermined minimum distance dependent
on the overall dimension of the standard 14 and the dimension
and confiquration of the -display device 12. The specific
dimensions of the various components of the sign assembly and
their relation tc one another will be described in .greater

detail hereinafter. s

-

With reference tc figures 1, 2 and 3, the display device
12 comprises a plurality of display faces 38, 40, 42 and 44
each integrally formed on a display panel 36. The displayv
panel 36 is preferably formed from a baked aluminum material
but may be readilv formed from anv other flexible material
capable of being bent or folded along each of the plurality of
fold lines 50 disposed in substantially segregating relation

to the individual display faces 38, 40, 42 and 44. With
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reference to figure 1, and in the preferred embodiment, it is _

readily seen that the individual display faces are oriented in
substantially transverse relation to the next adjacent face or
faces and preferably are arranged in ?erpendicular reiation to
such next adjacent faces. By establishing such orientation,

the plurality of display faces 38, 40, 42 and 44 collectively
define the lateral'peripheralrboundaries of the display device

12 and hollow interior portion contained therein.

With respect to figure 5, an importan£ structural feature
of the preseh; invention comprises each of the display faces
including a first dieplay zone 45 having an exposed surface
which is specificallyrdimensioned and configured to extend
along the lower peripheral edge 54 of each of the display
faces and being adapted to have print media displayed thereon.
Such print media, as shown, may be representative of street
names or like geographical locations and therefore the overall
sign assembly ld may serve as a street sign located at an
appropriate junction of streets such as on the corner thereof.
Further, each of the display faces 38, 40, 42 and 44 further
includes a second display zone 46'wherein the exposed area of
the second zone is subetantially greater than the exposedrarea
of the first zone 45. The exposed or display surface of the
second zone 46 is specifically adapted to have pictorial
and/or printed representations formed thereon which mav be
generallv representative'of advertising media. Therefore, the

sign assemblv of the present invention has the advantage oZ
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specific application such as a street sign and also has the
versatility of serving to present and display advertising
media concurrently with the display of the street location

and/or identification.

With reference to figures 2, 3 and 4, the display means
12 of the present invention further includes a bottom portion
30 and a top portion 39. In a preferred embodiment, each of
the bottom and top portions have a substantially planar
configuration and each have an aperture means 26 and 41
respectively formed therein. The respective aperture means 26
and 41 are diéposed in linear aligned relation to one another
and are specificall? disposed, dimensioned and configured to
allow passage therethrough of the upper end 14' of the
standard 14 (see Fig. 2). The respective aperture means are
dimensioned at least slightly greater than the exterior
surface of the standard 14', at the upper end thereof, so as
+o allow sliding movement of the bottom and top portions 30
and 39 respectively relative to the upper end 14' of the
standard means. By virtue of this arrangement, the entire
display means 12 can be removably mounted on the upper end 14'
of the standard 14 and thereby readily be removed therefrom
for repair and/or replacement of the advertising media or

print media located cn the various zones of the individual

display faces.
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As best shown in figure 2, the bottom and top portions 30

and 39 exténd generally outwardly from the respective aperture
means 26 and 41 and each include a peripheral flange cr lip
30' and 39' respectively. These flanges extend outwardly from
the respective main base portions or planes of the bottom and
top'portions and are further disposed for direct connection to
each Qf the plurality of display faces 38, 40, 42 and 44 about
the common lower peripheral edge 54 and common upper
peripherai edge 53 respectiVely. Such interconnection between
the plurality of faces and the bottom and top bottom portions
along the respective flanges 30' and 39' is accomplished by

anv of a number of conventional connectors and preferably by a

plurality of pop rivets extending through both the plurality'

of faces and the individual flanges 30' and 39'. An
additional struetural féature" of the present invention
includes the provision of a caulking or grout material serving
as a water seélant 47 and disposed at the junction of the
peripheral edges 5C and 54 and the respectively positioned and
éeéured flanges 30' and 39'. Such sealing material 47 may iﬁ
fact be disposed along each of the seams defined at junction;
of the igferconnected panels and top and bottom portions in
order to better seal the interior portion of the display means
12 from external weather conditions including rain,  wind, etc.
As shown in figure 4, a vgnt aperture 32 and'screen element

32" may also be disposed at least partially within the bottom

portion 30 and serve to allow venting of any accumulated

»X
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liquid from the interior of the display means 12z as well as

passage of trapped air therefrom if such is desired.

Another important structural feature of the present
invention comprises a mounting means which includes a mounting
support structure generally indicated as 24 (Figs. 2 and 4)
which is secured to the exterior surface of the standard 14 in
spacgd relation from an upper extremity 15 thereof. Further,
the mounting support structure 24 is configured to extend.
outwardly from the surface of the standard 14 into
interruptive and supporting engagement with the bottom portion
30 as it rests on the mounting structure 24. More
specifically and in the preferred embodiment, the mounting
structure 24 comprises a plurality of brackets each having a
substantially L-shaped configuration wherein one leg 28 is
secured as by welding or other means to an outer surface of
the standard@ 14 and wherein the individual brackets are
disposed in spaced relation to one another. Further, each of
the brackets include an outwardly extending leg portion 27
having sufficient length to engage and support the bottom
portion 30 thereon. As stated above, the display means 12 may
be removably mounted on the upper end 14' of the standard 14.
Its disposition along the length of the standard 14 and its
height above supporting ground surface 22 is dependent upon
the particular location of the mounting support structure 24

and its spaced distance from the extremity 15 of the standard

14,
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In orderrto prevent inadvertenﬁ removal of the dispiay
means 12 from the standard such as being passed over the upper,'
extremity 15 thereof, thé mounting means further comprises a
locking structure as best shown in figures 2 and 3. 1In a
rpreferred. embodiment, such locking sﬁructure includes a
locking pin 48 having an élongated configuration and removably
secured to'pass through a channel 48' formed adjacent the
uppér extremity 15 of the standard 14. The length of the
locking pin 487is suchraé to be disposed in interruptive
relation to the top portion 39 and more particularly
positioned so as to restrict movement of the display means 12
and the top po:tion 39 from tﬁe upper extremity 15 of the
standard }4. Obviously, removal of the locking pin 48 from
the channel 48' and the standard 14 will allow removal of the
display means 12 by sliding the display ﬁeans off the upper-

extremity 15.

The rélative dimensions of the subject sign assembly are
such that, in a preferred embodiment, and based on local
ordinances as well as for purposes of protecting the display
means 12, it is located at least a predetermined minimum
distance aboverthe supporting ground surface 22. Such minimum
distaﬁce'is'best fdund to be substantially 7-% feet wherein
such distance extends from the ground surface 22 to the bottom
portion 30 of the display means 12. Similarlv, in a preferred
embodiment each of the display faces has a height, between the

bottom and top portions 39 and 30 respectively of 30 inches
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and a width of 24 inches. Therefore, the height of the
display means in addition to the height of the standard
extending from the ground surface 22 to the bottom portion 30
generally requires a length of the anchoring sleeve 18 being
burried or embedded within the supporting ground surface 22
some 2-% to 3 times greater than the 7-% foot distance of the
standard 14 extending bétween the supporting ground surface 22
and the bottom portion 30. This distance or the length of the
anchoring means and lower end of standard 14 covered thereby
is preferably in the range of 2-% to 3 feet. Again, the
length of the anchoring means and the distance that the lower
end of the stahdard 14 is disposed beneath the ground surface
22 is also dependent upon the soil conditions of the
supporting ground as well as the weight, height, and overall

configuration of the standard and display means 12.

vet another structural feature of the present invention
comprises both the peripheral boundaries of the aligned
aperture means 26 and 41 having a configuration which
substantiall} conforms to the exterior surface configuration
of the standard 14. In the embodiment shown both the
configuration of the aperture means 26 and 41 and the standard
14 are square and accordingly, the display means 12 is not
allowed to rotate. While the aforementioned configurations
are not intended to be limited to a sguare configuration, such
configurations should be correspondingly structured so as to

prevent such inadvertent rotation of the displav means and
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thereby maintain the respective display faces in their preset

positions.

VII. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

It is apparent frdm the previous paragraphs that an

- improvement of the type for such display/street signs is quite
desirable for a dispiay sign assembly having a plurality of
faces mounted on a display means wherein each of the faces are
disposed in substantially transverse relation to one another
and extend outwardly from the display means in a different

direction.
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VIII. CLAIMS
wWhat is claimed is:

1. A sign assembly of the type primarily designed to

present pictorial representations and print media thereon,

said assembly comprising:

A. a standard having an elongated configuration and
connected in supporting relation to a display means
on the upper end thereof, said standard having at
least a minimal longitudinal dimension sufficient to
position said display means at least a predetermined

minimum distance above a supporting ground surface;

B. said display means comprising a plurality of
flexible display faces disposed in non-coplanar
relation to one another and in substantially
parallel relation to the longitudinal axis of said
standard, each of said display faces separated from
a next adjacent display face by a fold line
positioned on said displav panel in a position
common to correspondingly positioned peripheral

edges of both of said adjacent display panels;

C. said plurality of displav faces collectivelv
oriented to define a substantially continuous,

lateral peripheral surface of said displav means;
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D. said display means further comprising a bottom
portion and a top portion disposed in spaced
relation to one another and being connected to said

plurality of display faces;’

E. said bottom and said top portions each further
disposed and structured to engage said standard at
spaced apart locations along the length of said

standard;

F. mounting means secured at least in part to said
standard and configured to extend outwardly
therefrom into interruptive and at least partially
supporting engagement with at least one of said

bottom and top portions;

G. base means secured in substantially enclosing
relation about a lower end of said standard a
predetermined minimum distance from said display
means and disposed in penetrating relation to the

supporting ground surface;

H. whereby said sign assémbly is maintained in an
upright orientation with said display means spaced

above the supporting surface.
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An assembly as in claim 1 wherein each of said

<.

display faces are bendable about respective ones of said fold
lines into substantially transverse relation to a next
adjacent display face, whereby each of said display faces are
oriented to face outwardly from said display means in a

direction different from the other of said display faces.

3. An assembly as in claim 2 wherein said plurality of
display faces correspondingly define a continuous, multiplanar
lateral surface of said displav means and each of said display

faces comprising a plurality of display zones.

4. An assembly as in claim 3 wherein said plurality of
display zones include a first zone having an exposed surface
area dimensioned and configured to include print media thereon
and a second zone having an exposed surface adrea dimensioned
and configured to include pictorial media thereon, whereby
said display faces are each dimensioned and structured to
concurrently display multi-pictorial and print media

representation.

5. An assembly as in claim 4 wherein said first zone is
disposed to extend along the length of a lower peripheral edge
of each of said display faces and said exposed surface thereof
adapted to display printed media representative of street
names thereon; said second zone disposed above said first zone

and extending therefrom to an upper peripheral edge of each
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display face, said exposed surface of said second zone being
substantially greater and adapted to display a pictorial

advertising representation thereon.

6. A sign assembly of the type primarily designed to
present pictorial representations and print media thereon,

said assembly comprising:

A. a standard having an eiongated configﬁratioh and a
multi sided outer surface configuration extending
along the length thereof, said étandard connected in
suppbrting relation to display means for display of
informatiéﬁ'thereon, said display means removably
mounted on an upper end of said standard in spaced

relation above a supporting ground surface;

B. said displa?' means comprising a plurality of
display faces disposed in substantially adjacent
relation to one another and in substantially
parallél relation to the longitudinal axis of said

standard;

C. said plurality of display faces collectively
orienﬁedV to define a closed and substantially
continuous, lateral peripheral .surface of said
display means disposed in surrounding relation to a

hollow interior portion of said display means:

0
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D. said display means further comprising a bottom
portion and a top portion disposed in spaced
relation to one another and being secured to said
plurality of display faces at opposite ends thereof
and being further disposed and dimensioned to

substantially close said hollow interior portion;

E. said bottom and said top portion each including
linearly aligned aperture means formed therein for
receiving said standard therethrough, said standard
slidably received through each of said aperture
means and through said hollow interior portion of
said display means in co-axial relation thereto,
each of said aperture means comprising a multi-sided
peripheral configuration corresponding to said
multi-sided configuration of said standard and
disposed in registered engagement therewith and
thereby preventing relative rotation between said
display means and said ‘standard while allowing

sliding movement therebetween;

F. mounting means for removably securing said display
means to said standard and comprising a mounting
platform fixedly secured to said standard a spaced
distance, substantially eoual to a height of said
display means, from ar upper extremity of said

standard exteriorly of said hollow interior portion
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and said bottom portion, saig mounting platform

including a_planar seat extending radially outward
from said standard and in substantially
perpendicularﬂrelatién to the length thereof, said
planar seat disposed in surrounding relation to said
standard and in abuttingj removably supporting
engagement with an outer surface of said bottom

portion;

said planar seat comprising a plurality of mounting
brackets equal in number torthe number of sides of
séid'multi-sided configuration of said standard,

each mounting bracket secured to a separate side of

said standard and extending outwardly therefrom,

each of said brackets including a first leg portion

fixedly secured to said respective separate sides

and a support portion extending cutwardlv from said

first leg portion in perpendicular relation thereto
and to said respective separate sides, said support
portion of each mounting bracket oriented in

coplanar relation to one another and collectively

defining said planar seat being disposed to

substantially surround said standard;

said mounting means further comprising a 1locking
structure disposed adjacent said upper extremitv of

said standard and said top portion and removably

(21
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secured to said standard and dimensioned to extend
outwardly therefrom into blocking, interruptive
relation to said top portion when said locking

structure is mounted on said standard;

said display means maintained in removably supported
engagement with said standard and on said mounting
platform between said planar seat and said locking
structure and slidably removably from said standard
and off of said upper extremity thereof upon removal

of said locking structure; and

base means secured in substantially enclosing
relation about a lower end of said standard a
predetermined minimum distance from said display-
means and disposed in penetrating relation to the

supporting ground surface.
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