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My invention relates to an improved display 
rack or stand particularly intended to be used 
for the display of seed packages. 
An object is to provide a display rack adapted 

to Carry and display an assortment of seed pack 
ages of any suitable character such as the en 
velope type in a manner that, regardless of the 
number of packages on display, they will always 
be in plain view and the display Will present an 
attractive appearance. 
Another object is to provide a display rack of 

the character described which is simple, inexpens : 
sive, of the knock-down type, and capable of 
being readily assembled and disassembled. In 
the distribution of flower and garden seeds it is 
a common practice for the Seed houses to supply 
the seed packages on commission to the dealers 
and to take back, at the close of the Season, 
all unsold packages of Seed, and to furnish the 
dealers with display racks wherein the Seed pack 
ages may be on display in the dealers' store. 
The structure of the present application in 

cludes certain parts which are adapted to be 
returned at the end of the Season. With the re 
turned packages of seeds and a portion of these 
may be employed to carry the returned seed pack 
ages. Other parts may, if desired, be thrown 
away after the use of one season. 
The display rack is of Such a construction 

as to provide a plurality of spaced inclined 
Superimposed trays wherein the Seed packages 
may be displayed. The upper tray is set back 
from the lower tray and is supported upon a 
pair of detachable legs which are detachably 
telescoped into the rear pair of Supporting legs 
of the lower tray. Each tray is of a novel 
inexpensive construction and adapted to support 
the seed packages arranged therein in such a 
manner as to effectively display the same. 

Specifically, each tray is inclined upwardly 
from front to rear and comprises a plurality of 
shelves stepped successively upwardly from front 
to rear. The shelves are preferably of a trough 
like construction extending transversely of the 
tray. Each shelf has a rear Wall which extends 
upwardly and slopes rearwardly from bottom to 
top and a bottom wall which extends forwardly 
from the rear wall to the rear wall of the ad 
jacent forward shelf and slopes downwardly from 
front to rear. A front Wall is provided which 
extends upWardly from the forward edge of the 
bottom wall parallel to the rear Wall of the shelf, 
Other objects, advantages and meritorious fea 

tures of my invention will more fully appear 
from the following description, appended claims 
and accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a display rack 
embodying my invention, 

Fig. 2 is an end elevation of the display rack 
shown in Fig. 1, 

(C. 21-55) 
Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view through one 

of the display trays, 
Fig. 4 is a detail partly in section showing the 

Connection between a tray and One of its Su 
porting legs, 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken. On line 5-5 
of Fig. 4, and 

Fig. 6 is a detail of one of the legs partly in 
Section showing the tray connection. 
My display rack may include any desired num 

ber of trays being here illustrated in an embodi 
ment comprising tWO trays, an upper and a lower. 
The upper tray O is provided with a pair of inde 
pendently detachable Supporting legs 2. It 
Superimposes the lowertray 4 which is supported 
upon two pairs of independently detachable legs 
2. The upper and lower legs are here shown as 

of generally the same type of construction. They 
may preferably be formed of metal tubes and 
each leg carries as a permanent attachment a 
fastening bolt 6 adapted to secure the leg to its 
tray. The end of the bolt beyond the nut . 
is upset to retain the nut permanently thereon 
and the opposite end of the bolt has a large head 
9. This head 9 is receivable through the en- 25 
larged end of a keyhole slot f8 in the end of the 
tray as shown in Figs. 3 and 4 whereby the leg 
is Secured to the tray. s 
The upper tray is supported by a single pair of 

legs only as shown. These legs telescope within 30 
the upper ends of the rear pair of legs of the 
lower tray as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. When 
SO telescoped they seat upon the securing bolt 
6 as shown in Fig. 6. Each tray comprises 

a frame having end portions and these end por- 35 
tions are provided with V-shaped grooves with 
in which the legs seat so that upon tightening 
the nuts on the bolts 6 the legs are drawn 
Snugly within the grooves to rigidly support the 
tray as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawing. 40 

Each tray is made up of a frame having end 
walls 20, a front wall 2, and a rear wall 22. 
The bottom of the tray is formed of a continu 
Ous sheet or strip of material Such as cardboard 
or the like. This sheet of material is shaped 45 
to provide a plurality of shelves which are stepped 
upwardly successively from front to rear. These 
shelves are indicated as 24 and are arranged 
to carry a plurality of groups of seed packages 
26 as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawing. The suc- 50 
cessive shelves are separated from each other by 
a double wall 28 as shown in Fig. 3, which wall 
forms the short front wall of One shelf and the 
upper portion of the higher rear wall of another 
shelf. 
The front and rear walls of the tray and the 

supporting shelves are so arranged that when 
the tray is Supported upon its legs the packages 
of Seed slope rearwardly so that they will at a 
times maintain their substantially upright posi- 60 
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tion and will plainly display the face of each 
package as it is brought to view. It will be noted 
that the walls 2 and 22 of the tray slope rear 
Wardly at an angle to the perpendicular and that 
the rear wall of each shelf is similarly arranged 
and that the bottom of each shelf slopes down 
wardly from front to rear so that the seed pack 
ages 26 supported thereby tend to fall toward the 
rear of the shelf and to maintain the position 
shown in Fig. 3. 
The sheet material which forms the bottom 

of the tray is provided with an upwardly turned 
flange 30 which is secured to the rear wall 22 
of the tray and a downwardly turned flange 32 
which is Secured to the front Wall 2 of the tray. 
It is also provided with end flanges 34 which are 
Secured to the end walls 20 of the tray. These 
flanges are Secured in place by nails or staples 
Or other Suitable Securing means. 

It is to be also observed that the material which 
forms the bottom of the tray is so shaped in the 
folding of the double walls 28 that each such 
wall has an edge portion of increased thickness 
and generally of a semi-tubular formation. The 
end walls 20 of the tray carry positioning studs 
36 which are received within the ends of the 
tubular edges of the double walls 28 as shown 
in Fig. 3 of the drawing. Each tray is provided 
with a plurality of spaced dividing wires or rods 
38 extending between the front and rear walls 
through the double walls 28 of the shelves sep 
arating the shelves into a plurality of compart 
ments. 
When arranged to display the said packages 

the two trays may be disposed as shown in Figs, 
1 and 2 in which position it is apparent that the 
packages in each tray are readily visible for 
display. When arranged for shipping the legs 
are adapted to be received within one of the trays 
lengthwise of the shelves either above or below 
the shelves and such tray may be enclosed within 
a suitable carton and carry the unused seed 
packages. The other tray may be returned or 
thrown away. If desired both trays may be 
thrown away and the metal legs and unused pack 
ages returned. 
What I claim is: 
1. A display rack comprising spaced superim 

posed trays each sloping upwardly from front to 
rear and each provided with a succession of 
shelves, each shelf having a bottom wall sloping 
downwardly from front to rear and a rear Wall 
sloping rearwardly from bottom to top, the lower 
tray provided with a front pair and a rear pair 
of independently detachable legs, the upper tray 
provided with a single pair of independently de 
tachable supporting legs detachably connected 
with the rear pair of legs of the lower tray and 
supporting the upper tray set back rearwardly 
with respect to the lower tray. 

2. A display rack comprising a tray having a 
frame and a bottom wall formed of a continuous 
sheet of material bent to provide a stepped suc 
Cession of shelves so shaped that each shelf is 
of a trough-like character and has a double front 
Wall the upper edge of which is of a tubular con 
struction, the end walls of the tray provided with 
positioning studs received within the tubular ends 
of the double front walls of the shelves to position 
the same. 

3. A display rack comprising a tray Supported 
upon a front pair and a rear pair of detachable 
legs to slope upwardly from front to rear, said 
tray having a frame provided with side walls, 
a front wall and a rear wall, said front and rear 

8,084,115 
wall sloping rearwardly from bottom to top, said 
tray having a bottom wall arranged within the 
frame and formed of a continuous sheet shaped 
to form a plurality of shelves stepped successively 
upwardly from front to rear of the tray, each 
shelf having its bottom wall provided with down 
wardly turned end flanges secured to the side 
walls of the tray supporting the bottom wall to 
slope downwardly from front to rear and having 
a rear wall sloping rearwardly from bottom to 
top, the rear wall of the rear shelf being secured 
to the rear wall of the tray frame, the front 
shelf having its bottom wall provided with a 
downwardly turned flange secured to the front 
wall of the tray frame. 

4. In a display rack, a tray supported to slope 
upwardly from front to rear and comprising a 
frame having side walls, a front wall and a 
rear wall, said front and rear walls sloping rear 
wardly from bottom to top, a succession of shelves 
arranged within the frame stepped upwardly 
from front to rear of the tray, each shelf com 
prising a bottom wall extending from a point 
adjacent the lower margins of the side walls 
of the frame forwardly normal to the front and 
rear walls of the frame to a point nearer the 
upper margins of the side walls than the lower 
margins thereof, and parallel front and rear walls 
formed continuously with the bottom wall and 
extending upwardly and sloping rearwardly from 
the bottom wall to adjacent the upper margins 
of the side walls, Said bottom Walls and rear 
walls having end flanges turned downwardly and 
rearwardly respectively and secured to the side 
walls of the frame, said tray provided with a 
pair of front legs and a pair of rear. legs de 
tachably connected therewith supporting the tray 
to slope upwardly from front to rear, a second 
tray similarly constructed superimposing the 
first tray spaced thereabove and offset rear 
wardly thereof supported upon a single pair of 
detachable legs detachably connected with the 
first tray in proximity to the rear wall thereof. 

5. In a display rack, a tray Supported to slope 
upwardly from front to rear and having a frame 
provided with side walls, a front wall and a 
rear wall, said tray having a bottom arranged 
within the frame and comprising a succession 
of shelves stepped upwardly from front to rear, 
each shelf having parallel front and rear Walls 
sloping rearwardly from bottom to top, the rear 
wall of each shelf overlapping the front wall 
of the next adjacent rear shelf, and positioning 
means carried by the side walls of the tray frame 
engaged between said overlapping front and rear 
Wals. 

. 6. A display rack comprising spaced superim 
posed trays each sloping upwardly from front 
to rear and each provided with a plurality of 
shelves stepped successively upward from front 
to rear, the lower tray provided with a front 
pair and a rear pair of detachable legs, the upper 
tray provided with detachable supporting legs 
coupled with the legs of the lower tray support 
ing the upper tray spaced above and set back 
rearwardly with respect to the lower tray. 

7. The invention as defined in claim 1 as char 
acterized in that means is provided extending 
through each leg of the rear pair of legs for 
the lower tray securing said legs to the tray 
and the supporting legs of the upper tray are 
received within the rear legs of the lower tray 
and Seated upon said means. 
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