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7 Claims. (C. 224-5) 
The Subject matter of this invention is a device which 

Serves as a boot tree or straightener for a pair of ski 
boots and which also serves as a carrier for a pair of 
boots, a pair of skis and other skiing equipment. 
While boot straightening and carrying devices have 

been available for some time, they all must be carried 
With a hand and thus increase the difficulty of handling 
all of One's ski equipment to and from a skiing area. 
The overall object of the present invention is to provide 
a boot Straightening and carrying device which can be 
WOIn Over a shoulder and which incorporates a cradle 
for Supporting and positioning a pair of skis so that a 
user can easily and Securely manage both skis, boots and 
other equipment with one hand. 
A boot and ski carrier of the invention comprises a 

pair of sole plates with suitable means on each sole 
plate for detachably securing a ski boot thereon, a flex 
ible strap-like member connecting the sole plates in back 
to-back relation and adapted to be placed over the 
shoulder of a user so that the sole plates hang one to 
the front and one to the back, and a handle secured to 
the flexible member intermediate the ends thereof, the 
handle including a portion adapted to straddle and cradle 
a ski. 

Other features and advantages of the invention will ap 
pear from the following description of the presently pre 
ferred representative embodiment thereof disclosed in the 
accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevation illustrating the device 

positioned on the shoulder of a user carrying ski boots 
and a pair of skis; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged sectional elevation taken on 

the lines 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevation of the device resting 

on a Supporting Surface and illustrating adaptability to 
boots of different size; 
FIGURE 4 is a plan view of one side of the device; 

and 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged sectional detail taken as in 

dicated by the line 5-5 of FIG. 3. 
Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the device consists of a 

pair of Sole plates 10 and 12, a flexible strap-like mem 
ber 14 connecting the sole plates together in back-to-back 
relation, and a handle 16 secured to the strap 14 inter 
mediate the ends thereof. 
Each Sole plate 10 and 12 is an extruded member as 

shown in FIG. 5 and is formed with a flat inner or back 
face 17, an Outer or front face having a pair of side 
flanges 18 and 19 and a T-slot 20 located centrally be 
tween the side flanges and extending the length of the 
Sole plate. A boot toe clamp 22 is mounted in the T-slot 
20 of each sole plate and consists of a base member 
23 slidable in the slot 20, an outwardly extending threaded 
post 24, Secured to the base member, a toe pad 25 
slidable on the post 24, a spring 26 urging the toe pad 
outwardly, and a nut 27 threaded on the post 24 with a 
cam shaped lever 28 pivotally secured thereto for posi 
tioning the toe pad 25 in clamping engagement with the 
toe end of a boot 30 as shown in FIG. 3. 
A bracket 32 is Secured to the heel end 33 of each of 

the sole plates 10 and 12. Each bracket 32 includes a 
pair of tabs 34 which extend between facing surfaces 35 
and 36 of the sole plate as shown in FIG. 5 and are 
(rigidly secured to the sole plate by rivets 38. The main 
portion 40 of each bracket 32 extends at right angles 
to the tabs 34 and to the outer face of the sole plate and 
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is provided with a central slot 42 for adjustably mounting 
a heel clamp 44. The heel clamp includes a tongue 45 
which projects into the slot 42 to prevent the clamp ro 
tating around a carriage bolt and wing nut 46 employed 
to Secure the heel clamp 44 to the bracket 32 in a de 
sired position along the slot 42. Tabs or feet 47 at the 
sides and outer end of the bracket portion 40 form a 
tripod base for supporting each sole plate in an upright 
position. 
A bail 48 is secured to the toe end 49 of each of 

the sole plates 10 and 12 for connecting the flexible strap 
14 thereto, and the strap is preferably equipped with a 
Snap fastener 50 near the ends thereof to provide means 
for detachably securing the pair of sole plates together 
as shown in FIG. 3. 
The handle 16 includes a U-shaped bracket 52 con 

nected to the strap 14 by rivets 53 and a U-shaped han 
dle portion 54 with the legs 56 of the U-shaped bracket 
52 being pivotally secured to the legs 58 of the U-shaped 
handle portion by connectors 59. As shown in FIGS. 1 
and 2, the handle portion 54 can be swung from the 
carrying position of FIG. 3 and 4 to a cradling position 
and is dimensioned so that the legs. 58 will straddle one 
ski 60 preferably overlap the second ski 61 of a pair 
of skis. Preferably the bracket 52 is formed with an off 
Set portion or shoulder 55 which provides a hook for 
hanging other equipment Such as the loop straps 57 of 
ski poles indicated in FIG. 2. 

In use as a boot tree or straightener, the heel clamp 
44 is adjusted to proper spacing from the outer face of a 
sole plate by the nut and bolt 46 and is locked in position 
So that the heel of a boot can be slid lengthwise into 
engagement with the clamp 44. The toe pad 25 is also 
adjusted to proper spacing from the outer face of its 
sole plate 10 or 12 by turning the lever 28 and nut 27 
on the threaded post 24. After the heel of a boot has 
been engaged with the heel clamp 44, the toe clamp 22 
is slid along the T-slot 20 to proper position and engaged 
with the boot toe. The spring 26 of the toe clamp pref 
erably engages a Washer 64 (FIG.S. 3 and 4) and creates 
enough friction with the outer face of the sole plate so 
that the toe clamp will stay in any position to which it 
is moved along the slot 20. This feature together with 
the snap fastener 50 for detachably connecting the sole 
plates 10 and 12 together, permits the device to be rested 
on a Support in an upright position as shown in FIGS. 
3 and 4 for storage and to facilitate engagement of a 
boot by the heel and the toe clamps. The two sole 
plates 10 and 12 with their tripod base Supports mutually 
stabilize each other and the toe clamps will remain in an 
upper position while the heel of a boot is being placed 
under the heel clamp 44. 
The device may be carried with a hand, using the han 

dle in the carrying position shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, or 
over a shoulder as shown in FIG. 1. If skis have to be 
handled at the same time, the handle portion 54 is swung 
to the cradling position shown in FIG. 2 and a pair of 
skis placed in it as shown, or on edge. The pivotal 
connection of handle portion 54 to the handle bracket 
52 permits the portion 54 to rock with a cradling action 
to movements of a user's arm and body when skis are be 
ing carried. 

While preferred embodiments have been described 
above in detail, it will be understood that numerous 
modifications might be resorted to without departing from 
the scope of the invention as defined in the following 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A boot and ski carrier comprising a pair of sole 

plates, means on each sole plate for detachably securing 
a ski boot thereon, a flexible member connecting the sole 
plates in back-to-back relation and adapted to be placed 
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over the shoulder of a user, and a handle secured to the 
flexible member intermediate the ends thereof, the han 
dle including a portion adapted to straddle and cradle 
a ski. 

2. A boot and ski carrier comprising a pair of sep 
arate sole plates, means on each plate for detachably 
securing a ski boot thereon, a flexible member connecting 
the sole plates in back-to-back relation and adapted to 
be placed over the shoulder of a user, and ski carrying 
means secured to the flexible member intermediate the 
ends thereof. 

3. A boot and ski carrier as claimed in claim 2 wherein 
said ski carrying means includes an outwardly facing 
U-shaped portion dimensioned to straddle a ski. 

4. A boot and ski carrier as claimed in claim 2 wherein 
said ski carrying means comprises an outwardly facing 
U-shaped bracket, a U-shaped handle portion, and means 
pivotally connecting the legs of said U-shaped bracket 
and handle portion together whereby the handle portion 
is movable between a carrying position and a cradling 
position, said handle portion being adapted to straddle 
a ski when in the said cradling position thereof. 

5. A boot and ski carrier as claimed in claim 2 wherein 
said ski carrying means is provided with hook means for 
hanging an article thereon. 

6. A ski boot carrier comprising a pair of separate 
sole plates, each having a front and a back face, means 
on the front face of each sole plate for detachably mount 
ing a ski boot thereon with the boot sole portion in facing 
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4. 
relation with the front face of the plate and the boot 
upper portion extending outwardly thereof, a flexible 
member interconnecting the sole plates at one end thereof 
and adapted to be placed over the shoulder of a user, 
handle means secured to the flexible member intermediate 
the ends thereof, means for detachably securing the sole 
plates together in back-to-back relation, and support 
means at the other end of each sole plate extending out 
Wardly of the front face thereof a distance less than that 
to which the upper portion of a ski boot extends for sup 
porting the ski boot carrier on a surface in an upright 
position when the sole plates are secured together in back 
to-back relation. 

7. A ski boot carrier as claimed in claim 6 wherein 
Said handle means includes a portion adapted to position 
a ski on the shoulder of a user. 
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