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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, HARRY F. GAL 

BRAITH and CHARLEs F.BLACK, citizens of the 
United States of America, residing at Phila 
delphia in the county of Philadelphia and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Table 
Mats, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had therein to the ac companying drawing. 

s invention relates to a table mat and 
the object thereof is to provide in a manner 
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as hereinafter set forth a folding mat that 
can be used on highly polished table tops to 
prevent the surface thereof from being in 
jured by hot dishes, such as piates and recep 
tacles. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a folding table mat in a manner as here 
inafter set forth through which air can freely 
circulate for cooling purposes thereby pre 
venting any particular part of the table top 
from being heated. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a table mat in a manner as hereinafter set forth with means forming communicating 
and intersecting air chambers or passages 
whereby there is insured a distribution of air 
throughout the mat. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a table mat in a manner as hereinafter 
set forth whereby the mat is formed of a plu 
rality of foldable and interlocking sections, 
said sections when folded forming a small 
and compact parcel which can be conven 
ies, handled or stored in a small space. ith the foregoing and other objects in 
view, the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, arrangement and combination of 
parts as hereinafter more specifically de 
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings wherein like characters of reference 
denote corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, and in which, 

Figure is a side elevation of a table show 
ing the adaptation, therewith of a mat in ac 
cordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tional plan. Fig. 3 is a P lan. Fig. 4 is 
an elevation of a portion o E. mat showin 
a plurality of sections thereof partly folded, 
and, Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of 
one of the sections of the mat disassembled, 
said section being broken away at one end. . 
A mat in accordance with this invention 

comprises a plurality of sections adapted to 

supporting lugs 3. 

be folded one upon the otherwhen the mat is 
not in use and to be extended with respect to 
one another so as to provide a flat mat con 
stituting a protective medium for a table 
top. By way of example, the mat is illus 
trated as circular so as to conform to the 
shape of, completely cover and protect the 
top of the circular table shown in Fig. 1 
As before stated the 'mat is formed of a 

plurality of sections which are foldable with 
respect to each other and which are also 
hinged together. Each of said sections with 
the exception of the efid sections EPE 
a bottom plate 1 and a top plate 2, the latter 
being arranged over and spaced from the 
plate 1 to form an elongated air space 5. To 
provide for the formation of the air space 5 
the plate 2 at one longitudinal edge is forme 
with a depending rib 3 cut-away at equi 
distant points throughout its length to pro 
vide openings 3 for a purpose to be herein 
after referred to and to further provide short 

Each of the latter has 
formed Eg, therewith a laterally extend ing protuberance 3 constituting a ledge for 
a purpose to be hereinafter referred to. The protuberances 3 are arranged in longitudi 
nal alinément with respect to each other." 
Formed integral with and depending from 
the lower face of the E. 2 at a point re 
moved from its other longitudinal edge is a 
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rib 4 cut-away at various points throughout 
its length to provide openings 4 which reg 
lister with the openings, 3 of an adjoining. 
section. The lower face of the rib. 4 is in 90 
alinement with the lower face of the lugs 3. 
and 
said lower faces is a strip of cork or other 
equivalent non-conducting material 10. The 
roviding of the rib. 4 in the manner as stated 
orms a seat 4 which is adapted to engage 
the ledges provided by the protuberances 3 
on an adjacent section. en the plates 1, 
2, are in operative position with respect to 
each other, the strips 10 are mounted upon the upper face of the plate 1 whereby the air 
chambers 5 which extend in the of the length of the plates are provided. 
The openings 3" and 4 constitute means for establishing communication between the 
air passages or channels 5. Each outer sec 
tion of the mat has its inner side constructed 
similar to the inner side of an inner section, 
and each of said outer sections has its outer 
side provided with spaced grooved lugs 9 

rotuberances 3 and secured to the 
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forming openings 9°. Each of the air past 
sages or channels 5 is open at each end as at 
5". The lower face of each of the plates 1 
and the outer face of each of the plates 2 has 
secured thereto a thin sheet of cork 7 or 
other cushioning material. The top plates 
of the sections are coinected to the bottom 
plates by suitable adhesive substance, that is to say, the cork'strips are provided ywith 
adhesive substance-for-connecting the plates 
togethef. . . . . . . . . . 

he sections are hinged together by strips 
of flexible material indicated by the refer 
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ence character 8, the strips being upon both with s 
sides of the mat and alternately disposed 
with respect to each other so that the sec 
tions when desired, can be folded one-upon 
the other. When the mat is extended to 
cover the table, the openings 3, 4' register 
so that the bypasses 6 formed by the open 
ings 3, 4, will establish communication be-, 
tween the spaces or channels 5 and form an 
air chamber throughout the mat. 

It is evident from the foregoing construc 
tion of table mat, that if a hot plate or other 
dish be placed upon one portion of the mat, 
that the air between the plates 1 and 2 of the 
mat sections will prevent these latter from 
becoming hot and that the heat from the 
plate 2 upon which the plate or receptacle 
rests will be disseminated throughout the 
air chamber. . . . . . . 

Having now described our invention, 
what we claim, as Lewis: 

1. A table mat comprising a plurality of 
foldable sections hinged together, each of 
said sections embodying a top and a bottom 
plate, said top plate provided at one side 
with a seat, E. spacing means conneeted 
to the bottom plate and said top plate fur 
ther provided at its other side, with spacing 
means and ledges adapted to be secured to 
the bottom E; means at each side of said top plate being cut-away to pro 
vide openings, said spacing means in con 
nection with said top and bottom plate 
forming an air passage, said openings in said 
spacing means of one section stated to 
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communicate with the openings in the spac ing means of an adjacent sectibn, whereby 

bottom plate and said top 
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982,267. 

communication is established between-the 
air passages of the sections. 

2. A table mat comprising a plurality of 
foldable sections hinged together, E. of 
said sections, embodying a top and a bottom 
with a seat, spacing means connected to the 

late further pro 
vided at its ather side ES spacing means 
and ledges adapted to be secured to the bot 

pe spacing means at each side of said top plate being cut-away to provide 
3E said specing means in connection top and bottpm plate forming an 
air passage, said openings in said spacing 
means of one section, adapted to compnuni 
cate with the openings in the spacing means 
of an adjacen section, whereby communica 
tion is established between the air passages of the sections, and a plurality Pflexible 
strips alternatel disposed upon and secured 
to E. top and bottom of the sections where 
by the sections are hinged together. 

3. A table mat comprising a plurality of foldable hollow sections forming air pas 
sages, said sections provided with means 
whereby the ES5 of one section will 
seption, said passages opening into theat 
mosphere at eachend, and means secured to 
the SE for hinging them together, said means beih, alternately disposed with re 

plate, said top plate provided at one side 
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spect to the top, and bottom of the sections 
whereby the sections can be folded upon 

communicate with the passages of the other. 

each other .. 
4. A table matcomprising a plurality of: 

hinged and foldble hollow sections, each constituting ari elongated air passage, each 
of said sections provided with means at each 
side for establishing communication be 
tween the air p of one section and the 
airpassages of two adjacent sections. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures in the presence of two witnesses. 
HAJRRY F. GALBRAITH 
CHARLES F, BLACK. 

Witnesses: 
EDwARD H. BLUME, 
Louis C. WEIGLE. 
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