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considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive

step when the document is taken alone
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considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art
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Box No. I Observations where certain claims were found mmsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Arficle 17(2)(a) for the Tellowing reasons:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:
becanse they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Neos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningfil international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
becanse they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 I:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Anthority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

- o required additi search fees were timely paid by the applicant. onsequently, this intemational search report is
4N ired additional h 1 imely paid by th li [ (ly, this i ional h i

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-3

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant™s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee..

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the pavment of additional search fees.
Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2003)
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet(2)

(A} Claims 1-28
(B} Reasons

At least the following technical matters (1) - (4} are not considered
to fall under the category of "special technical featureg" in the meaning
of the second sentence of Rule 13.2 of the Regulations under the PCT
because the matters are already known in the art as apparent from the
fact that they are described in, e.g., the documents (D1)- (D4} shown
below.

Therefere, there is no technical relaticonship, among the 20 invention
groups included in the c¢laims of thig international application, which
involves one or more, identical or corresponding "special technical
features." They are hence not so linked as to form a single general
inventive c¢oncept.

<Known technical matters:

(1}

A film which ig obtained by applying a compogition centaining an
organic selvent having a boiling point of 80°C or higher and curing
theresultant coatingfilmandwhichhasundergoneashrinkage inthickness
of 27% or less based on the coating film immediately after application.

(2}

A silica film-forming compesition which forms a £ilm and comprises:
ingredient {a), i.e., agiloxane resin; ingredient (b}, i.e., an organic
golvent compriging at least one aprotic solvent; and ingredient (¢),
i.e., a condensation acceleration catalyst.

(3}

A silica film-forming composition which comprises a siloxane resin
{a), a solvent (b} in which the ingredient (a) is soluble, and an onium
galt {¢), wherein the amount of the ingredient (¢} i=s 0.001-0.5 parts
by weight per 100 parts by weight of the whole ingredient (a).

(4}

A method of gilica film formation which compriseg applying a silica
film-forming composition on a substrate to forma coating film, removing
the organic solvent from the coating £ilm, and then burning the ceoating
£ilm.

<Documentss

D1: JP 2002-88304 A (Ube-Nitto Kasei Co., Ltd.) March 27, 2002
D2: JP 2004-277501 A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.) October 7, 2004
D3: JP 2003-64306 A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.) March 5, 2003
D4: JP 2001-98218 A (Hitachi Chemical Co., Ltd.) April 1¢, 2001
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<Twenty inventiongroups involved in the claimsg of thig internaticnal
applications

» Invention group 1 {main invention)

- A given film whose technical feature resides in that it has been
obtained by applying a composgition containing a resin produced through
a given condengation reaction and curing the resultant coating film
{claimg 1-3)

« Invention group 2 {2nd inventicn)

» A given film whoge technical feature regides in that it has been
obtained by applying a silica film-forming composition and curing the

resultant coating film (claim 3)

+ Invention group 3 {3rd invention)

A film obtained by curing a coating film formed on a substrate
of a given shape, the film having a degree of given thickness shrinkage
within a given range (claim 4)

« Invention group 4 {(4th invention)

The silica film-forming composition of claim 5 whose technical
feature resides in the ingredient (¢) (claims 5-7 and 11-16)

+ Invention group 5 {5th inventiocn)

The gilica film-forming composition of c¢laim 5 whose technical
feature resides in the ingredient (b) (claimg 5 and 8-9)}

* Invention group 6 {6th inventicmn)

The silica film-forming composition of c¢laim 5 whose technical
feature resides in the ingredient (a) {(claims 5 and 17-1%}

¢« Invention group 7 {(7th invention)

The gilica film-forming composition of c¢laim 5 whose technical
featureresides inthat it containsagiven void-forming compound {claims
5 and 20}

« Invention group 8 (8th invention)

The silica film-forming composition of claim 5 whose technical
feature regides in that it is to be applied on a given substrate {claims
5 and 21}

 Invention group 9 {9th invention)

- A method of forming a gilica £ilm on a substrate by a given means
fromthe silica film-forming compogition of claim 5 {¢laims & and 23-24)

+ Invention group 10 (10th invention)

+Agilica £film formed on a substrate by a given meansg from the gilica
film-forming composition of claim & (claims 5 and 26-27}

* Invention group 11 (1lth invention)

- An electronic part having a silica f£ilm formed on a substrate by
agivenmeans fromthe silica film-forming compogsitionof claim5 {claims
5 and 28}

* Invention group 12 (12th inventiomn)

- The gilica film-forming composition of ¢laim 10 whose technical
feature resides in the ingredient {(c) ({(claims 10-16)

+ Invention group 13 (13th invention)

+ The gilica film-forming composition of c¢laim 10 whose technical
feature resides in the ingredient (a) (claims 10 and 17-19)

+ Invention group 14 (l4th invention)

+ The gilica film-forming composition of ¢laim 10 whose technical
feature resides inthat it contains agiven vold-forming compound {(claimg
5 and 20}

{continued on next page}
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*+ Invention group 15 (15th invention)

- The gilica film-forming compeosition of claim 10 whose technical
feature regideg in that it ig to be applied on a given substrate (c¢claimg
10 and 21}

* Invention group 16 (1é6th invention)

- A method of forming a silica film on a substrate by a given means
from the gilica film-forming composition of claim 10 {(claims 10 and
23-24)

* Invention group 17 (17th invention)

-Agilica film formed on a substrate by a given means from the silica
film-forming composition of claim 10 (claims 10 and 26-27)

« Invention group 18 (18th invention)

+ An electronic part having a gilica film formed on a substrate by
agivenmeans fromthesilica film-forming compositionof claiml1C (claims
10 and 28}

*+ Invention group 19 (19th invention)

- A gilica film-forming composition which is for forming a silica
film through application on the gsurface of a substrate of a given ghape,
the composition having a degree of given thickness shrinkage within
a given range and containing a given organic solvent (claim 22)

¢« Invention group 20 (20th invention)

- Amethodof gilica film formation which comprigses given steps {(claim
25)

Form PCT/ISA/210 {extra sheet) (April 2005)
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