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UNITED STATES

Patented August 18, 1903.

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES E. WHITACRE, OF CHARTERGROVE, ILLINOIS.

OVERHEAD-TRACK COVERING FOR OUTSIDE DOORS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 736,656, dated August 18, 1903,
Application fled December 8, 18032, Serial No, 134,431, (Wo model.)

To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, JAmMEs E. WHITACRE, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Char-,

tergrove, in the county of Dekalb and State
of Illinois, haveinvented certain newand use-
ful Improvements in Overhead-Track Cover-
ings for Outside Doors, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
overhead-track coverings for outside doors,
and refers more specifically to a track-cover-
ing adapted for use in connection with barn-
doors and analogous doors which travel upon
¢verhead rails.

Among the objects of the invention are to
provide a covering which will not only cover
the track and upper portion of the door, in-
cluding the hangers thereof, so as to exclude
rain and snow, but will also prevent the ac-
cess of birds to thespace within the covering,
thereby preventing the latter from building

their nests therein, and thus obstructing the.

travel of the door, to provide a construction
which will form an efficient weatherproof
closure to prevent the access of cold air to the
interior of the apartment over the top of the
door when the latter is closed, and, in gen-
eral, to provide simple and improved details
of construction and arrangement in adevice
of the character referred to.

To the above ends the invention consists in
the matters hereinafter described, and more
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims, and the invention will be morereadily
iinderstood from the following deseription by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is an outside perspective view of
my improved track-covering applied to abarn
or analogous structure. Fig. 2 is a trans-
verse vertical sectional view taken in a plane
at one side of the edge of the barn-door and
showing the latter in end or edge elevation.
Fig. 3is a front elevation of fragmentary
portions of the structure, a part of the track-
covering being broken away to disclose the
relative arrangement of the track and door-
hanger. Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical sec-
tional view through the track-covering and
upper portion of the door, showing a modified
construction. Tig. 5 is a view similar toFig.
3 of the modification shown in Fig. 4

Describing first the construction shown in
Tigs. 1 to 3, inclusive, 1 designates as a whole
an ordinary suspended door; 2, the usual
hangers whereby the door is suspended from
an overhead track; 3, the overhead-track
1ail secured to the outside of the barnin the

usual manner, and 4 the supporting-wheels -

journaled in the hangers 2. 5 designatesasa
whole a hood-like covering or housing, which
isdesirably formed of sheet metal and secured
at its upper and end margins to the outer wall
of the building, said covering being shaped
to provide a downwardly and outwardly in-
clined roof portion 6, a substantially vertical
side wall 7, which extends as close to the path
of the door-hanger as practical without in-
terfering with the latter and terminates at its
lower edge in an outwardly and downwardly
directed lip 8, which serves to direct the drip
outwardly away from the door. Desirably
in order to economize in cost of material the
hood is made of relatively thin sheet metal
and is reinforced by a series of stiffening-ribs
9, applied to extend transversely or vertically
upon the outer surface of the covering. In
order to prevent access of birds to the in-
terior of the hood or covering, Iprovide guard-
flanges 10 and 11, which are respectively se-
cured to the outer face of the door at the up-
per edge thereof and to the outer face of the
wall of the building at a point immediately
above the upper edge of the door. Conven:
iently the flange members 10 and 11 are of
angle-iron construction, thereby affording a
convenient means of securing the member
rigidly to the supporting structure in such
manner that the guard portion thereof ex-
tends horizontally therefrom, as described.
The guard-flange 10 is coextensive in length
with the horizontal width of the door, while
the guard-flange 11 extends the full length of
theinterior of the track-covering. Theguard-
flange 10 forms a weathering which prevents
the flow of wind upwardly beneath the lip 8
of the hood and thence over the top of the
door, and so into the apartment, while the
guard-flange 11likewise acts as a weathering
to prevent the downflow of air from the in-
terior of the hood to the apartment and further
gerves as a guard which prevents the access
of birds to the interior of the hood. In a

practical construction the distance interven-
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ing between the outer edge of the flange 11
and the inner surface of the vertical wall 7

of the hood opposite said flange is small

enough to prevent sparrows from passing
therethrough. In order to further enhance
the weathering effect of the guard 10,thelower

. portion of the outer wall of the hood is pro-
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vided with an internal groove 12, arranged to
register with and receive the outer edge of
the said flange 10.. The operation of this con-
struction is entirely obvious from the fore-
going description.

In the modification shown in Figs. 4 and 5
the coveringis adapted to a door whichis not
only suspended so as to travel upon ways,
but is also hinged to the hangers or carriers,
so that it is susceptible of swinging out-
wardly. Inthisconstruction,1designatesthe
door, hinged at its upper edge, as indicated
at 13, to the hangers 14, which latter are pro-
vided with the usual srack-wheels 15 at their
upper ends and are provided at the lower ends
with hook-like extensions 16, which underlap
the lower edge of the track-rail 8', and thus
prevent the hangers from being displaced
when the door is swung outwardly on its piv-
ots. In a construetion of this character the
hook portion 16 of the hangers precludes the
use of a guard-flange similar to the guard-
flange 11 of the previously-described construc-
tion, and means are provided for preventing

" ~access of weather and birds to the interior of
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the hood,asfollows: The hood 5'is construct-
cdand arranged generally like that previously
described, terminating at its lower edge in a
drip-flange 8', and being provided with an in-
ternal groove 12', which codperates with a
guard-flange 10', analogous to the correspond-
ing parts of the previously-described con-
struction. Upon the inner face of the ver-
tical wall 7 of the hood and at a point hori-
zontally opposite the upper edge of the track-
rail 3" are hinged two guard-flanges 17, each
being equal to one-half the length of the inte-
rior of the hood, hinged s0 as to move inde-
pendently of each other, and each of such
width as to close the space between the inner
vertical wall of the hood and the wall of the
building when resting in horizontal position,
as indicated clearly in Fig. 4. In order to
automatically raise said flaps as the door is
shifted from its open to its closed position, or
vice versa, the two hangers thereof are each
provided at their remote sides with inclined
cam projections 18, which have inclined
edges or cam-surfaces 19, adapted to engage
the end edges of the respective flaps and tilt
the latter upwardly into the position shown
in dotted lines at 17’ as the door is shifted
in one direction or the other—that is to say,
when the door is in closed position the flap
then opposite the door will be held uplifted,
while the flap uniting the other end of the
hood will have dropped down and rest in
horizontal position on the upper edge of the
track-rail. Vice versa, when the door is in
open position the flap opposite the door-
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opening will drop down and rest upon the
rail, while the other flap will be uplifted. In
order to make certain the dropping of the
flap-17 into horizontal position when permit-
ted by the recession of the door, I preferably
secure upon the interior of the hood plate-
springs 20, respectively located opposite the
upper edges of the flaps when the latter are
in uplifted position and adapted to be pressed
slightly as the flaps approach their upper
limits of movement. ‘

It will be seen from the foregoing that it
will be impossible for birds to obtain access
to the interior of the hood when the door is
shifted to its limit of movement in either di-
rection, since the door itself will oceupy one
end of the hood and prevent access thereto,
while the flap at the opposite end of the hood
will prevent access to the latter. The weath-
ering-flange 10’ serves the same function in
this construction as in the previously - de-
scribed form, and it is to be noted in this
connection that said flange is so arranged as
not to interfere with the free pivotal move-
ment of the door.

‘While I have herein shown and described
the preferred embodiment of my invention,
yetb it will be obvious that the details thereof
may be modified to some extent without de-
parting from the invention, and I do not,
therefore, limit myself to the details of con-
struction shown except to the extent that
they are made the subject of specific claims.

I claim as my invention—

1. An overhead-track covering for doors,
comprising a sheet-metal hood adapted to be
secured to the outer wall of the apartmentto
cover and inclose the track, a sliding door and
a flange member mounted upon said door and
arranged to extend horizontally within the
lower part of said hood, and into proximity to
the outer depending wall thereof for the pur-
pose set forth. '

2. In combination with a sliding door and
the carrier mechanism thereof, a hood mount-
ed to inclose said carrier mechanism and the
upper edge of the door, a horizontally- dis-

-posed flange mounted upon the wall of the

building to extend outwardly therefrom with-
in the lower part of the hood and immediately
above the top edge of the door, and a weath-
ering-flange secured to the upper edge of the
door and extending outwardly therefrom into
proximity with the inner wall of said hood,
substantially as described.

3. In combination with a sliding door and
the carrier mechanism thereof, a hood mount-
ed to inclose said carrier mechanism and the
upper edge of the door, a horizontally - dis-

" posed flange mounted upon the wall of the

building o extend outwardly therefrom with-

“in the lower part of the hood and immediately

above the top edge of the door, a second flange.
mounted upon the upper portion of the door
and arranged to extend horizontally outward,
and a groove-like recess in the proximate wall
of said hood, within which the outer edge of
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said latter flange extends, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. In combination with a sliding door and
the carriermechanism thereof, a hood mount-
ed to inclose said mechanism and the upper
edge of the door, a flange mounted upon the
upper portion of the door and arranged to ex-
tend horizontally outward, and a groove-like
recess in the proximate wall of said hood,
within which the outer edge of said flange ex-
tends, substantially as desecribed.

5. In combination with a sliding door and
the carrier mechanism thereof, a hood mount-
ed fo inclose said mechanism and the upper
edge of the door, a horizontally - disposed

o

flange mounted upon the wall of the building
to extend outwardly therefrom within the
lower part of the hood and immediately above
the top edge of the door, a second flange
mounted upon the upper portion of the door
and arranged to extend horizontally outward,
a groove-like recess in the proximate wall of
said hood, within which the outer edge of said
latter flange extends, and an outwardly-de-
pending drip-lip formed integral with said re-
cess, substantially as deseribod.
JAMES E. WHITACRE.
‘Witnesses:
ALBERT H. GRAVES,
FREDERICK C. GOODWIN,
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