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[571] ABSTRACT

A container comprising a transparent cup-shaped
member forming a base and an outer upright tubular
sidewall, and an.inner tubular sidewall telescoped
within the outer sidewall, the sidewalls being spaced
apart to define an annular space for encasing a deco-
rative fabric which forms ornamentation for the con-
tainer. A split ring forms a mounting sleeve for sup-
porting the fabric in the annular space, and a flange
overlies the upper ends of the sidewalls to close the
annular space. In one embodiment, the flange is se-
cured to the inner sidewall, and in another embodi-
ment, the flange is part of a removable cap.

8 Claims, S Drawing Figures
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1
ORNAMENTAL CONTAINER
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to ornamental containers and
has particular reference to a container within which is
displayed a decorative fabric as ornamentation. ‘

Decorative fabrics can provide pleasing and attract-
ive ornamentation for containers if properly displayed.
For example, a needlepoint design if appropriately
mounted on a container can make an ornamental con-
tainer capable of many uses, as well as serving as an at-
tractive display for the needlepoint design itself. The
major drawback to the use of decorative fabrics, how-
ever, has been the inability to structure the container
in a manner so that it will receive the fabric in a simple
manner and adequately support and protect the fabric
during long periods of use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a container for use in
combination with a strip of decorative fabric which is
encased in the container to form ornamentation there-
for. By virtue of.its structure, the container can be
quickly and easily assembled with the fabric encased
therein and the fabric will be fully protected from dam-
age and not loose its attractiveness even after pro-
longed use of the container.

‘More specifically, the container comprises inner and
outer upright tubular sidewalls telescoped one within
the other in spaced relation to define an annular space
between the sidewalls for receiving the decorative fab-
ric. One of the sidewalls is secured at its lower. end to
a base, and a split ring having closely spaced ends is dis-
posed in the annular space to form a mounting sleeve
for supportmg the fabric.

The fabric is wrapped around the ring with the ends
of the fabric inserted through the ends of the split ring,
and the ring and fabric then are removably disposed in
the annular. space. A removable flange projects from
the upper end of the inner sidewall over the annular
space and upper end of the outer sidewall to close the
annular space.

Other features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the drawings which illus-
trate, by way of example, the principles of the inven-
tion.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1lisa perspectlve view, partly in cut-away cross-
section, of a container in accordance with the invention
and having a decorative fabric encased therein;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view, partly in cut-away cross-
section, of the decorative fabric of FIG. 1 removed
from the container and supported by a split-ring
mounting sleeve; '

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional
view taken substantially along line 3—3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken
substantlally along line 4-—4 of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of an al-
ternative embodiment of the container of FIG. 1 and
having a cap overlying and closmg the upper end of the
container.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown in the exemplary drawings, the present in-
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vention is embodied in a container 10 for use in combi-
nation with a strip of decorative fabric 12 to be encased
in the container as ornamentation. In this instance, the
decorative fabric 12 is a strip of needlepoint material
with an ornamental design formed on a portion of the
strip. When the fabric 12 has been encased in the con-

~ tainer 10, the design is displayed to present an attract-
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ive container which can be used as an ice bucket sew-
ing box, planter, or the like.

In accordance with the invention, the container 10
has an outer upright tubular sidewall 18 composed of
transparent material, an inner upright tubular sidewall
20 telescoped within the outer sidewall in spaced rela-
tion therewith, and a base 22 secured to the lower end
of one of the sidewalis to form a bottom for the con-
tainer. The inner and outer sidewalls 20 and 18, respec-
tively, cooperate to define an annular space 24 within
which is disposed a split ring 26 forming a mounting
sleeve for supporting the fabric 12 in the annular space.

In the embodiment of FIGS. 1 through 4, the outer
sidewall 18 is integrally formed with the base 22 to de-
fine a cup-shaped member within which the inner side-
wall 20 is telescoped. Herein, the inner and outer side-
walls 20 and 18, respectively, are of equal height and
have circular horizontal cross-sections, and each is
composed of a transparent plastic. The lower end of the
inner sidewall 18 abuts the base 22 and is supported

' thereby so that the annular space 24 has a predeter-

mined height and width.

The ring 26 is composed of a resnhent material,
herein metal, with closely spaced ends 28, and the fab-
ric 12 is wrapped around the outer periphery of the
ring. Preferably, the height of the ring 26 is slightly less
than the height of the annular space 24 and the thick-
ness of the ring 26 is sufficiently less than the width of
the annular space 24 to provide clearance in the annu-
lar space for receiving the ring together with the fabric
12. The clearance should be just enough to allow inser-
tion of the ring 26 with the fabric 12 abutting the inner
periphery of the outer sidewall 18 and the outer periph-
ery of the inner sidewall 20.

The fabric 12 is wrapped around the ring 26 by in-
serting the ends 30 of the fabric through the slot 32 de-
fined by the ends of the ring 26, this being done by
spreading the ends of the ring slightly so that, when the
ends of the ring are released, the fabric will be
stretched tightly against the outer periphery of the ring.
The side edges 34 of the fabric 12 are then folded over
the upper and lower side edges 36 of the ring 26 so that
the design 16 is centered between the side edges of the
ring. Once the fabric 12 has been wrapped around the
ring 26, the ring is inserted into the annular space 24.

As shown in the embodiment of FIG. 1, an integral
flange 38 projects from the upper end 40 of the inner
sidewall 2@ over the upper end 42 of the outer sidewall

- 18 to close the annular space 24. The flange 38 has a
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downturned edge 44 whcih forms a rim around the
upper end portion of the outer sidewall 18 and holds
the inner sidewall 20 in spaced relation from the outer
sidewall.

In this instance, the ring 26 is inserted into the annu-
lar space 24 by withdrawing the inner sidewall 20 from

‘telescoped relation with the outer sidewall 18. The ring

26, with the strip of fabric mounted thereon, is then
placed against the inside surface of the outer sidewall
18 and the inner sidewall 20 is repositioned with its
lower end abutting the base 22 and the flange 38 clos-
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ing the annular space 24. In a similar manner, the ring
26 can be removed from the annular space 24 by re-
moving the inner sidewall 20 and then the ring.

In an alternative embodiment illustrated in FIG. §,
either or both the inner and outer sidewalls 20 and 18
can be secured to the base 22, for example, if the con-
tainer 10 is to be used as an ice bucket, the inner side-
wall 20 must be secured to the base 22 to prevent water
from entering the annular space 24 and damaging the
fabric 12. In such a case, the ring 26 is inserted or re-
moved by sliding it into or out of the annular space 24
from the upper end of the container 10. In this embodi-
ment, the annular space 24 is closed by a removable
cap 46 which closes the upper end of the container 10.
The cap 46 has a downturned peripheral portion 48
which forms a rim around the upper end portion of the
outer sidewall 18 and holds the cap in place over the
container 10.

From the foregoing, it should be apparent that the
container 10 of the invention provides an effective and
convenient means for displaying a decorative fabric to
ornament the container. By virtue of the construction
of the container 10, the fabric 12 will not sag, be dam-
aged, or loose its attractiveness even after prolonged
use.

While different particular forms of the invention
have been illustrated and described, it will further be
apparent that various modifications can be made with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

I claim:

1. A container for use in combination with a strip of
decorative fabric to be encased in the peripheral wall
of the container as ornamentation, said container com-
prising:

a cup-shaped member having an outer sidewall com-

posed of transparent material and a base secured to
the lower end of said outer sidewall and forming a
closed bottom;

an inner upright tubular sidewall telescoped within
said outer sidewall in spaced relation therewith and
abutting said base, said inner sidewall cooperating
with the outer sidewall to define an annular space
of predetermined radial width and axial height;

a flange secured to the upper end of said inner side-
wall and projecting over the upper end of said
outer sidewall and closing the upper end of said an-
nular space, said flange having a downturned edge
defining a rim around the upper end portion of said
outer sidewall to hold said inner sidewall in spaced
relation with said outer sidewall;

and a substantially cylindrical split ring having
closely spaced ends at the split in said ring and dis-
posed within said annular space and forming a
mounting sleeve for supporting a strip of decora-
tive fabric, said ring being thinner than said prede-
termined width to provide clearance in said annu-
lar space for receiving the ring with the strip of dec-
orative fabric wrapped therearound and the ends of
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the strip being inserted between the ends of said
split ring.

2. A container as defined in claim 1 wherein said
flange is removable by withdrawing said inner sidewall
from telescoped relation with said outer sidewall
thereby to open said annular space for insertion and
withdrawal of said ring.

3. A container as defined in claim 2 in which said
split ring is resilient to allow limited spreading of said
ends for insertion of the ends of the strip therebetween
to both support and stretch the strip.

4. A container as defined in claim 1 in which said
transparent material is plastic and said split ring is com-
posed of a resilient material to allow limited spreading
of said ends of said ring for insertion of the ends of said
strip therebetween.

5. A container for use in combination with a strip of
decorative fabric to be encased in the peripheral wall
of the container as ornamentation, said container com-
prising:

an outer upright generally cylindrical tubular side-
wall composed of transparent material;

an inner upright generally cylindrical tubular sidewall
telescoped within said outer sidewall in spaced re-
lation therewith and cooperating with the outer
sidewall to define an annular space of predeter-
mined radial width and axial height;

a base secured to the lower end of one of said side-
walls and forming a closed bottom for said con-
tainer;

and a substantially cylindrical split ring having
closely spaced ends at the split in said ring and dis-
posed within said annular space and forming a
mounting sleeve for supporting a strip of decora-
tive fabric, said ring being thinner than said prede-
termined width to provide clearance in said annu-
lar space for receiving said ring with the strip of
decorative fabric wrapped therearound and the
ends of the strip being inserted between the ends of
said split ring.

6. A container as defined in claim 5§ wherein said
outer sidewall is secured to said base and said inner
sidewall includes a flange projecting from its upper end
over the upper end of said outer sidewall to close the
upper end of said annular space, said flange having a
downturned edge defining a rim around the upper end
portion of said outer sidewall.

7. A container as defined in claim 5 including a cap
overlying the upper ends of said sidewalls and having
a downturned peripheral flange defining a rim around
the upper end portion of said outer sidewall.

8. A container as defined in claim 5 wherein said
outer sidewall is composed of plastic and said split ring
is composed of a resilient material to allow limited
spreading of the ends for insertion of the ends of the
strip therebetween to both support and stretch the
strip. .

* * * * *



