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UNITED STATES

1,565,808

PATENT OFFICE.

LEO E. LEVY, OF NEW YORX, N. Y., ASSIGNOR T0 MODEL BRASSIERE COMPANY, INC., OF
NEW YORK, N. Y., A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK,

MATERNITY GARMENT.

Application filed September 26, 1922. Serial No. 590,646.

Lo ol whom it may concern: =

Be it known that I, Lro E. Levy, a citizen
of the United States of America, and a resi-
dent of “the borough of Manhattan, city,
county, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new ‘and useful Improve-
ments in Maternity Garments,.of which the
following 1s a specification. .

My invention relates to maternity gar-
ments and has for its object to provide a
maternity garment which in a novel man-
ner combines the advantages of a brassiere
and a corset and which pFovides comfort-
able and efficient support for the parts of
the body and readily accommodates itself
to physical changes which take place in the
wearer during and subsequent to the period
of pregnancy. Other more specific objects
of .my invention- will appear from the de-
seription hereinafter and the features of
novelty will be pointed out in the appended
claim, :

In the accompanying drawings, which il-
lustrate-an example of the invention without
defining its limits, Figure 1 is a perspective
elevation of one form of the garment; Fig.
2 is a view showing said garment laid out
flat, and Fig. 8 is a diagrammatic section on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

As shown .in the drawings. the gurment
comprises sections 5 of substantially inelas-
tic: fabric or other material and extending
from the top to the bottom of the gar-
ment, said sections 5 being . provided along
their free edges with co-operating fastening
devices 6 whereby the sections are detacha-
hly connected at the rear to fix the garment
in place upon the wearer. The other edges
of the gections 5 are connected with elastic
inserts 7 which also extend from the top to
the bottom of the garment and preferably
contract in width toward the top thereof,
as shown in Fig. 2. Fabric members 8 are
attached to the elastic inserts 7 along a por-
tion of the inner edges thereof, and project
toward each other, as shown in Fig. 2, said
members § being provided along their con-
tignous edges with eyelets 9 for the accom-
modation of laces 10 whereby said members
8 are adjustably connected with each other;
it will be understood that the eyelets 9 and
laces 10 are intended to be representative of
adjustable connecting means for said mem-
bers 8 and that they may accordingly be re-
placed by equivalent devices. The members

8 are of lesser vertical width than the in-
serts 7 and terminate at intermediate points
of the inner edges thereof and are shaped
and proportioned to constitute an abdomi-
nal sectlon, the purpose and operation of

which will appear more fully hereinafter.

In the illustrated example the members 8
are provided with elastic inserts 11 which
extend throughout the vertical width ther -
of and preferably diverge toward their up-
per ends, so that said inseris are of greater
width at the upper edges of the members 8
than at the lower edges thereof, as shown in
Fig. 2. If desired, the opposed edges of
the members 8 may be boned or otherwise
stiffened in any well-known way; in the
preferred construction these members 8 are
each further provided with one or more
plaits 8* located at intermediate points and
extending throughout the vertical width of
said members 8 for the purpose to be more
fully set forth hereinafter, said plaits in
their normal condition being sewed down
at least along one edge, as indicated in the
drawings.

Those parts of the inner edges of the elas-
tic inserts 7 which lie above the members 8
are connected by means of a fabric piece 12
which carries out and completes the upper
front portion of the garment and is con-
tinned downwardly in the form.of what
may be termed a pouch 13; the latter is pro-
vided at its lower edge, preferably at op-
posite sides only, with elastics 14 and with
tie strings or tapes 15 adapted to be tied
about the waist of the wearer, as will ap-
pear more fully hereinafter. The pouch 13
1s of such dimensions as to fit over and re-
ceive the abdomen of the wearer and, in
practice, depends over the outside of the
members 8, as shown in Fig. 1. In the pre-
ferred arrangement a depending tape 16
and fastening device 17 is provided for hold-
ing the poush 18 in position against shift-
ing on the wearer. In addition, tapes 18 are
secured to the garment at opposite sides of
the inserts 7 so as to depend from the lower
edge of said garment in the form of loops
with which any conventional form of gar-
ters 19 may be slidably connected. Addi-
tional garters 20 may, if desired, be con-
nected with the fabric members 8, as shown
in Fig. 1. Suitable shoulder straps 21 may
also be included for supporting the gar-
ment in position upon the wearer.
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The garment, which is fastened in place
by the devices 6, is so constructed and pro-
portioned that, when worn, the elastic inserts
7 will be located approximately along oppo-
site sides of the wearer, as indicated 1n Fig.
1. At the same time, the members 8 will lie
over the abdomen and be suitably adjusted
thereover by means of the laces 10, the in-
serts 11 permitting said members 8 to yield
when necessary, and because of their diverg-
ing form, providing a maximum range of
adjustment and more freedom at the upper
portions of the members where the same is
required, thus adding to the comfort of the
wearer. By means of the lacing 10 the
members 8 may be adjusted to fit the ab-
domen with any desired degree of snugness
and may be accordingly caused to support
the abdomen of the wearer in the manner
most comfortable to the individual. The in-
serts 11 not only permit the members 8 to
yield, so that no harmful pressure is exerted
thereby upon the abdomen, but in addition,
because of their speeial shape, cause the
members 8 to more efficiently and closely fol-
low the shape of the body during the period
of pregnancy. At the same time, the elas-
tic side inserts 7 cause the garment to yield-
ingly hug the form of the wearer and to
give thereto the support of a customary
corset. The pouch 13 of the fabric piece 12
is adjusted to fit the abdemen with any de-
gree of snugness desired by the wearer by
securing the tie strings 15 about the waist,
and when in position, virtually provides a
pouch in which the abdomen is hung and
whereby it is supported in 2 most efficient
and comfortable manner, the elastics 14 pro-
viding & yielding force which permits the
pouch 13 to adapt itself automatically to
any changes in the physical form or position
of the abdomen and prevents a harmful
pressure to be exerted thereon by said pouch
without interfering with the supporting

functions thereof. By fastening the device

17 in any convenient manner to the gar-
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ment, the tape 16 will maintain the pouch
13 against creeping out of place. The gar-
ters 19 and 20 may be used in the conven-
tional manner to support the hose and also
to assist in holding the garment in place.

By providing the plaits 8%, the size of the
garment as a whole may be increased when
necessary, this being accomplished by open-
ing up said plaits and letting them out com-
pletely or in successive stages, as physical
changes in the wearer take place. The
range of service of the garment and the de-
gree of comfort to the wearer are thus in-
creased to a maximum extent and remain
an inherent part of said garment through-
out its life.

The garment provides a most eflicient com-
bination of corset and brassidre, which serves
not only to confine the body in the desired
manner, but also provides a most efficient
support therefor, and in addition is par-
ticularly adapted for wear by a woman in
a condition of pregnancy.

Various modifications may be made within 7

the scope of the claim witheut departing
from the nature of my invention, us set forth
in the appended claim.

I claim:

A corset-brassidre comprising a body por-
tion, an adjustable abdominal section at the
front thereof, an abdominal pouch suspend-
ed on said body from above, over said ab-
dominal section and having its side and
lower edges free from said abdominal sec-
tion, the lower edge of said pouch being
substantially inelastic at its central portion
and elastic upon opposite sides of said cen-
tral portion, tie strings connected with the
lower edge at the terminals of the elastic
portions thereof for adjustably securing said
lower edge in place and means for detach-
ably securing said corset-brassidre upon the
wearer.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand. -
LFO E. LEVY.
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