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. This invention relates to a detachable or portable light
fixture and more particularly to light fixtures designed
for use in lluminating the interiors of metal freight cars
or the like. -

In loading fréight cars it has been a customary pro-
cedure to use a conventional type light fixture which had
to be moved and positioned at convenient places several
times during the loading of a single freight car. It is
sometimes exceedingly troublesome for a person loading
a freight car to find an appropriate place for securing a
conventional type light fixture which serves to effectively
illuminate the interior of the car, and at the same time
to be located where it does not interfere with the load-
ing operation and where it can be easily removed after
the freight car is completely loaded.

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a
portable, attachable and detachable light fixture which
can be readily secured at a convenient place by the door
of a freight car so that it does not interfere with the
loading operation and can be removed with a2 minimum
of effort after the car is fully loaded.

Another object is to provide a detachable light fixture
which is adapted to be secured to metal freight cars in a
three point suspension and in a manner which prevents
accidental displacement.

Another object is to provide a portable light fixture
having a novel but simple supporting frame and con-
ventional electrical components which may be manu-
factured with comparative economy and which is durable
and efficient in use.

Still another object is the provision of a portable light
fixture .of novel design especially for use in loading or
unloading freight cars which permits the greater portion
of the fixture to remain on the outside of the freight car
where it does not interfere with said loading or unloading
operations. :

Numerous other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent as it is better understood from the
following description, which, taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings, discloses a preferred em-
bodiment thereof. '

Referring to the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the detachable light
fixture embodying the instant invention;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the detachable light fix-
ture showing the fixture as employed to illuminate the
interior of freight cars; and

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view showing the
light fixture as viewed from. the interior of a freight
car. B :

As a preferred or exemplary embodiment of the in-
vention the drawings illustrate a portable light fixture
adapted to be applied securely to the outside of a freight
car for illuminating the interior of the car. The fixture
preferably comprises a metal rod or tubular frame or
support mémber 10 the upper end of which is formed
- with ‘a curved section 11 adapted to extend or hook
over the roof of the car. A strong permanent magnet or
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gripper element 12 is mounted on the free end of the
curved section 11 in a universal joint and is thus adapted
to adjust itself to and engage the outer surface of the
roof 13 of a freight car 14 as seen best in Fig. 2. The
other end of the rod 10 is threadedly engaged in a splice
box 16. o

Opposite the rod 10 and and forming a continuation
thereof, the box 16 carries a straight depending hollow
tube or lower support member 17. Adjacent its lower-
most end the tube 17 is provided with an offset spaced
and parallel short leg extension 18 terminating in an anti-
skid cap or friction foot member 19 so that the device
may be used inside the car if desired by standing it up-
right on the floor and securing -the magnet 12 to the
wall of the car. - The leg extension 18 also capries @
permanent magnet -20 connected thereto in a. conven-
tional universal joint.  The magnet or other suitable
gripper element 20 is used for securing the lower end
of the support to the outer metallic side wall 21 of the
freight .car .14 as shown in. Fig.. 2. ‘

The splice box 16 preferably is located substantially -
midway between the lower -end of the rod 16 and the
upper -end of the tube 17, and has a horizontally dis-
posed U-shaped tube or bracket member 22 projecting
laterally therefrom. The bracket 22 is adapted to ex-
tend around the edge of a freight car door opening 23
for engaging the interior car side wall 24 as shown in
Figs. 2 and 3 when the fixture is applied to the outside
of the car. A light housing member or element 27 is
secured to the free end of the U-shaped bracket 22 and
includes a conventional light bulb guard 28 which en-
closes the customary light bulb 29. Electric wires 30
extend from the light housing 27, through the U-shaped
tube 22, splice box 16 and tube 17 to any suitable source
of electric current. .

As seen in Figs. 2 and 3 where the fixture is shown
as applied to the outside of a freight car, it will be noted
that the fixture is actually held in place on the car at
three separate gripping points namely, by the magnet 12
holding fast to the roof of the car, by the magnet 20
holding fast to the outer side wall 21 of the car and by
the laterally extending tube 22 which engages against the
inner side wall 24 of the car thereby preventing any one
from pulling the support away from the car accidently.
To remove the fixture from the car it is merely necessary
to push it toward the door opening 23 so that the magnet
20 slides off the wall of the car into the door opening.
The upper magnet 12 may then be readily pulled off the
roof of the car so that the support is completely free.

For use in wooden freight cars, conventional suction
cups may be substituted for the magnets 12, 20.

It is thought that the invention and many of ifs at-
tendant advantages will be understood from the foregoing
description, and it will be apparent that various changes
may be made in the form, construction and arrangement
of the parts without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention or sacrificing all of its material advan-
tages, the form hereinbefore described being merely a
preferred embodiment thereof. :

We claim: )

1. A portable lighting fixture for a metal freight car,
comprising a vertically disposed rod-like support member
removably mounted on the outer: wall of a freight car,
said support member including a curved upper section ex-
tending in a direction toward said car for engaging over
and against the roof of said car, said support member
further including a separate lower tubular section con-
nected to said upper section and terminating in a lower
open end for receiving and housing an electrical con-
ductor extending therefrom, a magnet pivotally mounted
on the outer free end of said curved portion for fixedly
and removably engaging the roof of said car, an offset foot
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extension projecting from and depending below the lower
terminal end of said tubular section, a second magnet piv-
otally mounted on said foot extension fixedly and re-
movably engageable with an outer wall of said car, a sub-
stantially horizontal U-shaped tubular bracket member rig-
idly secured to and extending laterally from said support
member intermediate its ends and projecting from the-ex-
terior of said car through the car door into the car interior
to encompass the door frame, said: bracket member con-
necting with the tubular section of said support member
for enclosing an extension of -said electrical conductor,
and a light element secured to the free end of said U-
shaped bracket and connected to said conductor for illu-
minating the interior of said car.

2. A portable lighting fixture for.a freight car, com-
prising a vertically disposed elongated support member
removably mounted on the outer wall surface of the car,
said support member including a curved upper section
extending toward said car and over the roof thereof, said
support member further including a lower tubular: section
connected to said upper section and terminating in a lower

open end for receiving and housing an electrical con-

ductor extending therefrom, a gripper member: pivotally
mounted on the outer free end of said curved section for
removably engaging the roof of said car, a second gripper
member pivotally mounted on said lower tubular section
for fixedly and removably engaging an outer wall of said
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car, a substantially horizontal U-shaped tubular bracket
member rigidly secured to and extending laterally from
said support member intermediate its ends and projecting
from .the exterior of said car through the car door into
the car interior to engage against the interior surface of
said car wall for holding said fixture against inadvertent
displacement outwardly of said wall, said bracket mem-
ber. connecting with the tubular section of said support
member for enclosing an extension.of said electrical con-
ductor, and a light element secured to the free end of
said. U-shaped bracket member and connected to said con-
ductor: for illuminating the interior of said car.
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