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To all wlhom it may concern:

Be it known that T, OscaArR WEAVER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mauch-
chunk, in the county of Carbon and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Scissors and Shears;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
scissors and shears, and more particularly to
means for locking the pivotal connections of
their cutting-blades.

The object of the invention is to improve
and simplify the construction of devices of
this character, and thereby render the same
more durable and eflicient in use.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter
more fully described, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of a pair of shears with my im-
provements applied thereto. Fig. 2 is an
edge view of the same. Fig. 3is a transverse
sectional view taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1,
and Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view taken on
the line 4 4 of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1
and 2 denote cutting-blades of a pair of scis-

-sors, shears, or similar instrument which are

pivotally connected by a pivot-bolt 3. The
bolt 3 has a head 4, a large body portion 5,
which is threaded, preferably, with a left-
hand thread, and a reduced body portion or
end 6, which is threaded, preferably, with a
right-hand thread or with a thread having a
direction opposite to that of the thread 5.
The large body portion of the pivot-bolt
passes freely through an opening 7, formed
m the blade 1, and has its threads 5 engaged
with similar screw-threads 8, formed in an
opening in the blade 2. The bolt is thus car-
ried by the blade 2 and forms a pivot upon
which the blade 1 may oscillate freely. The
reduced oppositely-threaded portion or end 6
of the bolt extends through the opening 8 in
the blade 2 and is engaged by a nut 9. The
latter is preferably constructed as shown and
is formed in its top with a transverse groove
or slot 10 to receive a screw-driver for the
purpose of adjusting it and around its outer
edge. or periphery with an annular series of

ratchet-teeth 11, by means of which it may

be locked against rotation. The locking
means which coacts with these ratchet-teeth

is here shown in the form of a spring-pawl 12, 60
secured upon the blade 2.  This spring or re-
silient pawl 12 is formed at one end of a lock-
ing-plate 13, which has at its opposite end an
angularly-bent portion 14, adapted to enter

a Tecess or opening formed in the blade 2, as 65
clearly shown in Fig. 4. The locking-plate

13 is secured in position by a screw 16, which

is passed through an opening 17, formed in
said plate, and into a screw-threaded recess or
opening 18, formed in the blade 2. It willbe 70
seen that when the nut is tightened upon the
bolt to draw the blades 1 and 2 together the
resiliency of the pawl 12 will permit the teeth

of the ratchet-nut to pass under the same, but
will prevent the nut from turning or being 75
turned in a reverse direction. In order to
loosen or remove the nut, the locking-plate

13 must be first removed by removing the
serew 17. It will be seen upon reference to
Fig. 3 of the drawings that the large thread- 8o
ed portion 5 of the bolt 3 is of less length than
the combined thickness of the two blades 1 2,

so that the nut 9 may be screwed snugly
against the face of the blade 2. This per-
mits the parts to be adjusted from time to 85
time to take up the wear. It will be also un-
derstood that the threads 5 and 6 run in op-
posite directions and that either one may be
either a right-hand or a left-hand thread.

The construction, use, and advantages of go
the invention will be readily understood
from the foregoing description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings.

It will be seen that the pivot-bolt will be se-
curely locked in position, but at the same g5
time may be quickly and easily adjusted to
compensate for wear.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination with two cutting-
blades having pivot-openings, the opening in
one blade being screw-threaded, of a pivot-
bolt extending through said openings and
formed with a large threaded portion to en- 105
gage the threads in said threaded opening
and with a reduced, oppositely-screw-thread-
ed portion, a nut upon the latter, and means
for locking said nut.

2. The combination with two cutting- 110
blades having pivot-openings, the opening in
one blade being screw-threaded, of a pivot-
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bolt extending through said openings and
formed with a large threaded portion to en-
gage the threads in said threaded opening
and with a reduced, oppositely-screw-thread-
ed portion, a nut upon the latter, and a dog
for locking said nut.

3. The combination with two cutting-
blades having pivot-openings, the opening In
one blade being screw-threaded, of a pivot-
bolt extending through said openings and
formed with a large threaded portion to en-
gage the threads in said threaded opening
and with a reduced, oppositely-screw-thread-
ed portion, a nut upon the latter, formed
with ratchet-teeth, and. a spring-seated dog
or pawl to engage said teeth, substantially as
described.

4. The combination with two cutting-
blades having pivot-openings, the opening in
one blade being screw-threaded, of a pivot-
bolt extending through said openings and
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formed with a large threaded portion to en-
gage the threads in said threaded opening
and with a reduced, oppositely-screw-thread-
ed portion, a nut upon the latter, formed
with ratchet-teeth, a locking-pawl formed
with a central aperture, a spring dog or pawl
at one end to engage said ratchet-teeth, an
angularly-bent portion at its opposite end
adapted to seat in an opening in one of said
blades, and a screw passed through the open-
ing in said locking-plate and into a threaded
opening in the last-mentioned blade, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

OSCAR WEAVER.

Witnesses:
Tuomas RiLey, Sr.,
MrcnaeL Broean.
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