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To all whom it may concern: be readily applied by the cap manufacturer 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM GROSS, a without much trouble or expense. 

citizen of the United States, residing at 320 One object of the invention is to provide 
East 81st Street, city of New York, in the a stiffener for cap visors and the like hav 

5 county of New York, State of New York, ing a resilient catch secured thereto which 60 
have invented certain new and useful Im- will readily penetrate the cloth or other ma 
provements in Stiffeners for Cap Wisors and terial with which the stiffener is subse 
the like; and I do hereby declare the follow- quently covered. 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description Another object is to provide a stiffener 

10 of the invention, such as will enable others for caps and the like having a resilient catch (35 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to Secured thereto so that the combined stiff 
make and use the same. ener and resilient catch may be sold to the 
This invention relates to improvements in trade as an article of manufacture. 

stiffeners or liners used in cap visors and the A further object is to provide an article 
like. of manufacture comprising a liner having 

In the manufacture of caps the visor is secured thereto One member of a separable 
usually formed by covering a suitable stiff- fastener which is capable of penetrating the 
ener with cloth. The stiffener is usually cloth or other material with which the liner 
made of cardboard, sized burlap or any ma- is subsequently covered. 

20 terial which will impart the required rigid- The invention is illustrated in the accom- 75 
ity to the visor. It is customary to pro- panying drawing, in which 
vide a cap with a separable Snap fastener Fig. 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec 
for detachably fastening the forward part tion, of a cap, the visor of which is made 
of the cap to the visor, the stud member of by covering one of the improved stiffeners: 
the fastener usually being secured to the Fig. 2 is a plan view of the improved 80 
visor and the socket member to the forward stiffener with a resilient catch secured 
portion of the cap. The parts of the snap thereto; 
fastener are applied to the cap when the Fig. 3 is a section taken on the line 3-3 
cap is nearly completed, the stud member of Fig. 2; 

3 being clamped or otherwise secured to the Fig. 4 is a sectional view illustrating the S5 
visor after it is complete, that is, after manner in which the eyelet on the forward 
the stiffener has been covered by the cloth. portion of the cap cooperates with the re 
According to the present invention one silient catch and further illustrating the 

member of the separable fastener is at- manner in which the resilient catch pene 
tached to the stiffener at the time when the trates the cloth with which the visor-Stiffen- po 
stiffeiner itself is manufactured. The stiff. er is covered; 
ener with this member, or resilient catch Fig. 5 is a transverse section of a stiffener 
as it will hereinafter be termed, may there- having a modified form of l'esilient catch 
fore be sold to the trade as an article of applied thereto; 

:0 manufacture complete in itself. In order Fig. 6 is a transverse section of a stiffener 9, 
to render this possible, the resilient catch is having a further modified form of resilient 
so designed that when the visor is covered catch applied to it: 
with cloth during the manufacture of the Fig. 7 is a section taken on the line 7-7 
cap, the resilient catch will penetrate the Of Fig. 6; 

45 cloth without materially injuring it and Fig. 8 is an enlarged plan view of the lot) 
will project a sufficient distance above the resilient catch shown in Fig. 3 before it is 
surface of the cloth to enable it to coact applied to the stiffeiner; 

5 

with the other part of the Separable fasten- Fig. 9 is an enlarged perspective view of 
erapplied to the forward portion of the cap, the resilient catch shown in Fig. 5 before 

50 The cap manufacturer is therefore saved it is applied to the stiffener; and G3 
the trouble and expense of applying a part Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the resil 
of the separable fastener to the covered vis- ient catch shown in Figs. (3 and before it 
or. That part of the separable fastener is applied to the stiffener. 
which is applied to the forward portion of Fig. 2 will first be described because it 
the cap may be a simple eyelet which may shows the stiffener as it is supplied to the 110 5 5 
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cap manufacturer. It comprises a piece 1 
of suitable material such as cardboard, sized 
burlap or the like cut to the general shape 
of a cap visor. The stiffener 1 has secured 
thereto a resilient catch 2 of such a con 
struction that it will penetrate the cloth 
with which the stiffener is covered during the 
process of making the cap by the cap manu 
facturer. Several different forms of re 
silient catches, which will accomplish this 
purpose are shown in the drawings. In 
all of the forms herein illustrated the catch 
device is made of wire because I have founct 
that wire answers the purpose best, inasmuch 
as it is inexpensive and will produce a catch 
which will readily penetrate the cloth when 
the stiffener is covered. However, the re 
silient catch may be made of any other ma 
terial that will allow the catch to be so 
formed as to penetrate the cloth. The wire 
is bent to the proper configuration to form 
a resilient catch that will cooperate with 
an eyelet or other type of socket member. 
The preferred form of resilient catch is 
shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 8. Fig. 8 shows 
the resilient catch before it is applied to the 
stiffener. As will be noted from this figure, 
it comprises a length of wire so bent as to 
provide a neck portion 3, horizontal por 
tions 4 and 5, and pointed prongs 6 and 
. The neck 3 is provided with outwardly 
bulged portions 8 and 9 forming a resilient 
enlargement over which the eyelet member, 
to be hereinafter described, is adapted to be 
forced. A resilient catch of this type is 
applied to the stiffener by forcing the prongs 
(3 and 7 through it and then bending them 
against the bottom surface of the stifiener 
as shown at 10 in Fig. 3 to rigidly clamp 
the catch to the stiffener. The horizontal 
portions 4 and 5 serve to brace the catch 
when the cloth is forced over it. When the 
stiffener is covered with cloth during the 
process of manufacturing the cap, the cloth 
is stretched over the stiffener and forced 
over the catch so that the catch will pene 
trate the cloth and project beyond the sur 
face thereof, as is clearly shown in Fig. 1. 
In this figure, the stiffener for the visor 
has been covered with cloth 11 and the re 
silient catch has penetrated the cloth. Only 
the neck of the catch projects through and 
above the cloth. The base of the catch is 
completely covered by the cloth as more 
clearly shown in Fig. 4. 
The forward portion of the cap is pro 

vided with an eyelet 12 or similar member 
which will serve as a socket for receiving 
the resilient catch on the visor. When the 
eyelet is snapped over the resilient catch it 
assumes, the position shown in Fig. 4 in 
which it engages with the restricted portion 
of the neck of the catch just below the bulges 
8 and 9. 

In the resilient catch illustrated in Figs. 
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5 and 9, the prongs described above are 
Omitted and a circular portion 13 is pro 
vided. This type of catch is secured to the 
stiffener by inserting an eyelet 14 through 
the circular portion 13 and through a hole 
in the stiffener and then upsetting or turn 
ing over the ends of the eyelet as shown in 
Fig. 5. This serves to clamp the catch rig 
idly to the stiffener. The neck of the catch 
shown in Figs. 5 and 9 has only one out 
wardly bulging portion S, instead of two, 
but the general operation is the same as that 
of the catch previously described. 
The resilient catch shown in Figs. 6, 7 

and 10 is also provided with a circular por 
tion 13 adapted to receive an eyelet 14 which 
serves to attach the catch to the stiffener in 
the Saline mannel as described in connection 

70 

75 

80 

with Fig. 5. In this type of catch the end 
portions of the wire constitute the neck and 
are provided with outwardly bulged por 
tions 8 and 9. The extrernities of the wire 
may be pointed, if desired, as shown at 15 
and 16, in order to facilitate the penetra 
tion of the fabric or cloth. 

it will now be seen that i have provided 
a new article of manufacture comprising a 
stiffeiler for cap-visors having attached 
thereto a resilient catch which is of such 
a character that the stiffener may be cov 
ered with cloth and the catch will punc 
ture through it. The stiffener with the 
catch attached thereto may be sold to the 
trade as a complete article in itself and the 
cap manufacturer is saved the trouble and 
expense of attaching the catch to the visor 
himself. When the cap manufacture' cov 
en's the stiffener, the catch punctures 
through the cloth and the ultimate construc 
tion is the same as if the cap manufacturer 
had attached the catch to the visor except 
that the catch is attached only to the stiff 
ener and not to the cloth, and except that 
the cloth covers and hides the base of the 
catch: - - 

While I have specifically described the 
combination of a special form of catch with 
a cap visor stiffener, the invention also con 
templates the application of the special 
form of catch to any piece of lining ma 
terial, or other article, which is adapted to 
be subsequently covered with cloth or the 
like. The stiffener herein disclosed is in 
effect a liner and the invention therefore 
contemplates an article of manufacture com 
prising any kind of a liner adapted to be 
subsequently covered with cloth or the like 
and provided with one part of a separable 
fastener which will penetrate the cloth when 
the liner is covered. 
As stated above, the resilient catch is pref 

erably made of wire, as it will more readily 
penetrate the cloth when made of this ma 
terial, and furthermore wire is probably the 
most inexpensive material of which the 
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catch can be made. The entire separable 
fastener disclosed herein is far less expen 
sive than the usual type of Snap fastener em 
ployed for the purpose. However, the re 
silient catch may be made of other ma 
terials and the invention is not limited to 
a wire catch. Furthermore, throughout the 
specification the catch has been referred to 
as a resilient catch. While all forms of the 
catch herein disclosed are resilient, the in 
vention also contemplates a non-resilient 
catch provided the other member of the sep 
arable fastener is properly designed to co 
operate With it. 
Another advantage of the type of catch 

herein disclosed is that if it be accidentally 
bent or damaged it may be readily straight 
ened and will continue to remain operative, 
whereas the usual type of stud fastener, if 
deformed, becomes wholly inoperative. 
The catch herein disclosed is so formed 

and so attached to the stiffener that it is 
rigidly braced against the force necessary 
to cause the catch to puncture the fabric or 
cloth. The horizontal portions of the catch 
which lie adjacent to the stiffener help to 
accomplish this result and in those forms 
in which an eyelet is employed to clamp the 
catch to the stiffener, the clamping action of 
the eyelet also helps to brace the catch when 
the cloth is forced over it. 

I claim: 
1. An article of manufacture comprising 

a stiffener for cap visors, and a cloth-pene 

B 

trating catch member secured thereto where 
by the visor stiffener may be covered with 
cloth and the catch member will penetrate 
the cloth without materially injuring the 
Sale. 

2. A stiffener for cap visors having a 
catch member Secured thereto, said catch 
member being made of wire and being ca 
pable of penetrating the fabric with which 
the stiffener is covered during the process 
of completing the visor. 

3. A stiffener for cap visors having one 
part of a separable fastener secured thereto, 
Said part of the separable fastener being 
constructed to penetrate the fabric with 
which the stiffene is covered during the 
process of completing the visor. 

4. An article of manufacture comprising 
a piece of lining material adapted to be 
covered with cloth or the like and having 
Secured thereto One part of a separable fas 
tener, said part of the separable fastener be 
ing constructed to penetrate the cloth or 
the like when the lining material is covered. 

5. A stiffener for cap vison's comprising 
a piece of non-metallic flexible material, and 
a catch member attached to said piece of 
material, said catch member being construct 
ed to penetrate the fabric with which the 
Stiftenel is covered during the process of 
completing the visor. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

WILLIAM GROSS. 
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