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This invention relates to a novel game apparatus which
is primarily adapted for use by children in the play of
various games, primarily hopping games, such as hop-
scotch, and which will obviate the need for defacing side-
walks and other surfaces with chalk marks, as is now the
conventional practice, to permit the play of such games.

Another object of the invention is to provide a game
apparatus for the aforedescribed purpose which may be
itilized either outdoors or indoors and on either a paved

urface, bare ground or a lawn.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a game
apparatus composed of a plurality of corresponding units
with novel attaching means enabling said units to be as-
sembled in various formations or arrangements to provide
distinciively delineated playing areas of various designs
and shapes as desired or determined by the players.

Still another object of the invention is to provide a
game apparatus wherein the individual units may be con-
nected together even though said umits are not all dis-
possd coplanar, as where the game apparatus is laid out
upon a surface which is not flat or level, with each of the
units lying substantially flat upon the surface on which
it is disposed although at an incline or canted relative to
an adjacent unit to which it is detachably connected.

Various other objects and advantages of the invention
will hereinafter become more fully apparent from the

following description of the drawing illustrating a pres- ¢

ently preferred embodiment thereof, and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a pian view showing a plurality of the
units of the game apparatus assembled in a particular
formation for use in playing the game of hopscotch;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan view
showing parts of two of the units of the game apparatus
detachably connected together;

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken substantially along a plane as indicated by the line
3—3 of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmeniary plan view of
a part of a single unit of the game apparatus, and

FIGURE 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan-
tially along a piane as indicated by the line 5—5 of FIG-
URE 1.

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the novel
game apparatus in its entirety and as illustrated in FIG-
URE 1 is designated generally 7 and is composed of a
plurality of corresponding units, each designated gen-
eraily 8, and each of which consists of a large ring mem-
ber or ring 9 and an attaching portion, designated gen-
erally 18.

As best seen in FIGURES 2, 3 and 4, the attaching
poriion 19 of each unit § includes two arcuately bowed
rigid strips 11 and 12 which are rigidly connected to one
another by a bridge member 13 which extends between
and is formed integral with or suitably secured to upper
edges of intermediate porticns of the strips 11 and 12,
so that said sirins are disposed substantially concentric
to one another. The curvature of the strips 11 and 12
substantially corresponds to the curvature of the ring
9 and the Intermediate portion of the outer convex side
14 of the strip 11, which faces away from the strip 12,
is disposed against a part of the exterior of the ring 9
and is permanently and rigidly secured thereto in any
suitable manner as by welding, as seen at 15. The at-
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taching portion 10 is connected to the ring 9 so as to
be disposed substantially coplanar therewith, as seen in
FIGURE 3, and with the strips 11 and 12 each disposed
substantiaily coplanar with the ring 9. Said strips 11 and
12 are each of a width slightly greater than the diameter
of the ring 9 so as to extend slightly above and slightly
below the level of said ring and so that the bridge 13
has its underside disposed slightly above the plane of the
top surface of the ring 9.

Bach of the units 8§ also preferably includes a detach-
able number tab, designated generally 16, including a plate
17 baving a numeral 18 suitably inscribed on an upper
side thereof. One longitudinal edge of the plate 17 is
formed into a downwardly cpening channel 19 of arcu-
ate cross section which is longitudinally curved to con-
form to the curvatures of the rings 9 and which forms a
resilient clamp along an outer edge of the plate 17 which
detachably and yieldably engages over a selected portion
of the upper side of the ring 9, which is spaced from
the attaching portion 16 of the unit 8, so that when the
clamp portion 19 is resiliently and frictionally engaging
a part of the ring 9, as illustrated in FIGURES 1 and
5, the portion of the plate 17 containing the numeral
18 is disposed within the confines of the ring with said
numeral facing upwardly.

The apparatus 7 is ilustrated in FIGURE 1 as com-
posed of eight of the units 8, although a greater or lesser
number of said units may be provided or employed de-
pending upon the game being played. The layout of the
game apparatus in FIGURE 1 shows one well-known
design used in the play of the game hopscotch. In de-
scribing the assembling of the game apparatus 7, as
shown in FIGURE 1, the units 8 will be described by
the numerals 18 of their tabs 16. The unit bearing the
numeral “1” may be first laid on any suitable supporting
surface and the unit “2” is then laid in an adjoining
position and so that the strips 11 and 12 of the attach-
ing portion 19 thereof will straddle a part of the ring 9
of the unit number “1” and with the bridge 13 overly-
ing a part of said ring portion. The other units bearing
numerals “3” to “8” are then laid in the same manner
with the attaching portion 12 of each unit engaging a part
of the ring 9 of the unit of the next lower number. In
the layout as shown in FIGURE i, units numbers “1,” “2”
and “3” are disposed in a straight line while units num-
bers “5” and “6” are disposed in adjoining crosswise
relation as are also the units numbers “7” and “8” and
with the unit number “6” located between the pairs of
units numbers “4” and “5” and “7” and “8.” 'The attach-
ing portions 18 may be conveniently located by turning
the ring of each unit to engage an adjacently disposed
ring portion of another unit, and the number tabs 16 are
positioned where the numerals thereof will all be dis-
posed to be conveniently read from the same end of the
playing field.

As best seen in FIGURE 3, it will be apparent that
the attaching portion 10 of each unit has a lcose en-
gagement with a part of the ring 9 of an adjacent unit,
so that the strips 11 and 12 of said attaching portion are
spaced slightly from the ring portion embraced thereby
and the bridge 13 is normally disposed above and spaced
slightly from said ring portion. As each attaching por-
tion 19 is open at its top and bottom from the bridge
13 to either end thereof, and in view of the loose fitting
engagement of the attaching portion with the ring which
it embraces, it will be readily obvious that the embraced
ring may be inclined or canted relative to the attaching
portion which is connected thereto and relative to the ring
9, to which said attaching portion is permanently se-
cured, so that each unit § may lic substantially flat on the
supporting surface on which the game apparatus is laid
out even though said surface is not level, so that the
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various units 8 will not necessarily be disposed in the
same plane or even in varaliel planes. This is particu-

larly important where the game apparatus is laid out on
a lawn or the ground rather than on a floor or a paved
surface, so that each ring wiil lie substantially flat on
the supporting surface and will not provide an obstacle
over which a hopping child might trip.

The units 8, including the rings 9, attaching portions
19 and number tabs 16 may be formed of plastic or
other suitable lightweight but substantially rigid and dur-
able material.

Any rules may be utilized in connection with the play
of any particular game and various other items, such as
small tokens or objects which are thrown into designated
rings 9, may be employed with the apparatus 7.

The units & may be quickly assembled and dismantled,
and when dismantled may be stacked one upon the other
for convenient storage.

¥Various medifications and changes are contemplated
and may be resorted to, without departing from the func-
tion or scops of the invention as hereinafter defined by
the appendad claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A game apparatus comprising a plurality of detach-
ably connected units forming a distinctively defined play-
ing area when assembled, each of said units including a
ring member and an attaching portion immovably secured
to and disposed externally of said ring member and de-
tachably embracing a part of a ring member of an ad-
jacent unit for detachably connecting said wnits together,
said attaching portion being arcuately bowed longitudi-
naliy thereof and having a convex side secured to a pe-
ripheral portion of the ring member or the unit thereof,
said attaching portion having an oven bottom and open
ends to receive the ring portion embraced thereby.

2. A game apparatus comprising a plurality of detach-
ably connected units forming a distinctively defined play-
ing area when assembled, each of said units including a
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ring member and an attaching portion immovably secured
to and disposed exizrnally of said ring member and de-
tachably embracing a part of a ring member of an ad-
jacent unit for detachably conneciing said units together,
said attaching portion comprising substantially concen-
tric arcuately bowed strips spaced apart a distance slightly
greater than the diameter of the ring portion embraced
thereby and a bridge connecting said strips intermediate
of their ends whereby the ring members of the two units
may be inclined or canied relative to one another while
connected together by said attaching portion.

3. A game apparatus as in claim 2, said strips having
upper edges disposed above the level of the upper surface
of the ring member thereof and to which said bridge is
secured for normally supporting the bridge above and out
of contact with the ring portion embraced by said attach-
ing portion.

4. A game apparatus comprising a plurality of detach-
ably connected units forming a distinctively defined play-
ing area when assembled, each of said units including a
ring member and an aitaching portion immovably secured
to and disposed externally of said ring member and de-
tachably embracing a part of a ring member of an ad-
jacent unit for detachably conuecting said units together,
and a designating tab forming a part of each unit and hav-
ing a dewnwardly opening channel shaped clamp portion
detachably embracing a part of the ring member for sup-
porting the tab thereon and within the ring member.
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