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To all wheny it may concerm: _

Be it known that I, JoEHN H. YOUMANS, ‘a
citizen of the United States, residing at East
Troy, in the county of Bradford and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Trousers Stretchers and
Creasers, of which the following is a specifi-

* eation.
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My invention relates to improvements in
clamping devices between the two members
of which trousers are placed for the purpose
of stretching, pressing, and creasing themj;
and the object of my improvement is to pro-
vide a simple and cheap device of this na-
ture wherein by one movement the trousers
after being placed in position will .have the
stretching and creasing
bear thereon. I accomplish this object by
means of the construction and arrangement

of parts illustrated in the accompanying

drawings, in- which—-

Figuré 1 represents a plan view of my de-
vice; Tig. 2, a side elevation, and Figs. 3
and 4 details showing features of construc-
tion.’

Similar letters refer to like parts in the sev-
eral views.

The device consists of two frames of wood
shaped, as shown in Fig. 1, to conform with
the shape of the trousers. The under frame
A consists of two rather broad side strips
joined together by slats a. These side strips
are divided at the center and joined together
by elastic straps B. On the under side of
these strips I provide the guide-rods C, which
are preferably formed of stiff wire rods, with
one end fastened by staples to one half of the
side strips and the other ends slidably con-
nected with the other half of gaidstrips. By
this arrangement the two halvesof the under
frame may be spread apart lengthwise, but
cannot be bent ortwisted out of their straight
alinement.

At each end of the under frame A are lo-
cated two screw-eyes D at the ends of the
side strips. Against these screw-eyes abut
the ends of the upper frame I, which is of

shapesimilar to the under frame and consists
of side strips corresponding in width to those
of the under frame and joined together by
This upper frame is also divided

the slatse.

pressure brought to.

at the center, the two parts being united by
hinges K, which are preferably of canvas or
other suitable fabric, these hinges F, as
well as the elastic straps B, being as nearly
fush with the surface of the side strips as
possible for obvious reasons. At each end
of the upper frame E are fastened the rods
G, the ends of which project so as to form

_pins to engage the-screw-eyes D, by which

the upper frame 18 fastened to the lower
frame. At the center of the upper frame on
each side is a hinged clamp or fastener H,
made of stiff wire bent into the form indi-
cated in Figs. 1, 2, and 4, the ends of these
clamps being secured to the side strips of the
upper frame K by means of serew-eyes, which
allow for the necessary play in said frame,
as indieated in Fig. 2.

In operation- the trousers having been
folded are laid in their proper position upon

the under frame A, after which the upper

2, with the pins G

.apart only

the position shown in Fig.
inserted in the serew-eyes
D and the ends of said frame abutting against
said screw-eyes. The frame Eisthen pressed
downward into the position indicated by
broken lines, the two halves of the under
frame being thereby spread apart, as is also
indicated by the broken lines. By this means
the ends of the trousers, which are gripped
between the lower fraumie-and the ends of the
upper frame, are stretched apart, thereby
drawing the bags and- creases out of the
knees, and the upper frame is brought down
upon the edges of the trousers,where they are
folded, so that when the clamps H areswung
ander the side strips of the under frame A,
as indicated in Fig. 4, pressure will be placed
upon the trousers, so as to crease them.

It will of course be understood that the
parts of the lower frame are to be forced
a sufficient distance to draw the
creases and bags out of the trousers and not
so much as to -permanently stretch-and de-
stroy the elasticity of the goods. In'case the
trousers are
D may be screwed out a turn or So in order
to allow for the thickness, and for thinner
goods they will be serewed in again.. The
form of the side clamps I allows them to
spring apart more oY Tess, according to the

frame is placed in
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thickness of the trousers, so that the device
will be effectual in pressing and creasing the
trousers no matter of what thicknessof goods
they may be made.

Having thus described my device and with-
out confining myself to the precise details of
construction as hereinabove set forth, what
I claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A trousers streteher and creaser com-
prising an extendible under frame made in
two parts held together by elastic straps, a
flexible upper frame made in two parts joined
together by hinges, coupling devices at the
ends of said frames whereby the frames are
joined together and at the same time the ends
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of the trousers are clamped therebetween,
and clamping devices at the sides.

2. A trousers stretcher and creaser com-
prising an extendible under frame in two
parts united by elastic connections, a flexible
upper frame, eyes projecting upward from
the ends of the under frame, pins to engage
said eyes at the ends of the upper frame, and
clamping devices at the sides.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN H. YOUMANS.

Witnesses:
Cuas. L. FELLOWS,
W. L. HUNTER.
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