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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WALTER WARREN CRAM, OF SHELDON, IOWA.

DECOY.

No. 811,036.

To all whom it may concerw: :
Be it known that I, WALTER WARREN
CRAM, a citizen of the United States. residing

at Sheldon, in the county of O’Brien and

State of lowa, have invented certain new and
usefil Improvements in Decoys; and I do de-
clare the following to be a fuli clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled'in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. ’

My invention relates to improvements in
anchoring devices for decoys used in hunting
ducks, water-fowls, and other game:

The object-of the invention is to provide a
simple, inexpensive, durable, and efficient
automatic winding device for the anchor of a
decoy of this character.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of certain novel fea-
tures of construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed. S

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation, partly in section, of a decoy

rovided with myimproved anchoring device.

ig. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken on
the line 2 2 in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail sec-
tional view, on an enlarged scale, through the
automatic winding device. Fig. 4 is a sec-
tional view taken on the line 4 4 in Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view showing the
outer casing, the brake-spring, and the push-
rod. Fig. 6is a detail view of the winding-
drum, and Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the
brake-spring. .

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
denotes a floating decoy, which, as shown, is
in the form of a duck, but which may be of
any other form and construetion. The neck
2 of the duck is removably secured upon its
body portion 3, so as to cover a cavity or
chamber 4, formed in the upper portion of the
body at a point above the water-line of the
float or decoy. In this cavity is removably
mounted an automatic winding device 5 for
the anchor 6 of the decoy. This anchor 6 is
preferably in the form of a frusto-conical-
shaped weight, which is connected atits small
endp to one end of a cord or other flexible con-
nection 7, adapted to be wound upon and un-
wound from the device 5. In the lower or
under side of the decoy is formed a recess 8,
which corresponds in size and shape to the
anchor-weight 6, so that the latter may be
frictionally retained within the same when
the decoy is ot in use.  This recess 8 is con-

. Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed ﬁay 11,1906, Serial No, 269,976,

' nected with the cavity 4 by a passage 9,
through which the cord 7 is adapted to.pass.

The automatic winding device 5 comprises
a casing 10, preferably of cylindrical form

11,and an opening 12,formed in its periphery
to Teceive the cord 7. Within the. casing or
barrel 10 is revolubly mounted a winding-
drum 13, having a grooved periphery or rim

about which thelatterisadapted to be wound.
This druin 13 rotates upon the inner end of a
push-rod 14, which extends through one side
of the body 3 of the duck and through alining
openings formed concentrically in the cap 11
and in the closed side 15 of the drum 13. This
push-rod 14 has a limited longitudinal sliding
movement, which may be caused by pressing
inwardly upon’a head 16, provided upon its
outer end, as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings.
The winding-drum 13 is spring-actuated to
wind the cord 7 thereon by means of a coil-
spring 17, which is arranged within the drum
and has one of its ends secured to the rod 14,
as shown at 18, and its opposite end secured
to the inner side of the rim of the drum, as
shown at 19. In order to hold the winding-
drum against rotation under the action of
said spring when it is desired to adjust the
cord 7 and anchor-weight 6 at any desired
point, I'provide a brake-spring 20, which co-
acts with one or more lugs or projections 21,
provided upon the outer face of the side 15
of the winding-drum. This ‘Jbrake-spring, as
clearly shown in Figs. 5 and 7 of the drawings,
is formed by recessing, as shown at 22, a re-

spring or tongue. The latter has its inner
end sprung inwardly and formed with an
opening or recess 24 to receive one of the Jugs
or projections 21 upon the winding-drum.
The spring or tongue 20 is adaptéﬁ to be
moved outwardly, so as to disengage the lug

21 by the inner end of the push-rod 14, which

spring 26 may be provided between the same
and the outer casing 10, as shown in Fig. 5 of
the drawings.

The construction, operation, and advan-
tages of my invention will be readily under-
stood from the foregoing description, taken
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings. It will be seen that by using this auto-
matic anchor-winding deviee there can be no
tangling of the string or cord in transporting
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and provided with a removable cap or cover -

to which one end of the cord 7 is secured and-
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silient metal disk 23 in order to form the -
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is secured thereto. . In order to increase the
resiliency of the spring or tongue 20, a coil-
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the decoy to and from the hunting-grounds
and that there will be no dangling of the an-
chor-weight to mar the paint on the decoy or
boat. By placing the winding device in. a
cavity in the decoy above its water-line the
cord will be kept dry and prevented from rot-
ting.  The use of the device will permit the
decoys to be quickly put out or taken in with-
out soiling the hands or gloves. The wind-
ing device is of simple and durable construc-
tion and can be manufactured at a compara-
tively small cost and may be applied to-either
an old or a new decoy. _ .

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to. secure by Let-
ters Patent; is— '

1. A decoy embodying an anchor and
means for securing the anchor within the de-
coy: : ‘ '

2. A decoy provided with an o ening, an -

anchor and mesns for securing the anchor
within the opening, . o ’

3. A decoy provided with & eavity opening
externally, an anchor proportioned'to form &
closure for the cavity, & ecord secured to. the
in the decoy. .

4. A decoy provided with: an aperture
within the under side, an anchor proper-
tioned to form a closure for the aperture and
‘to conform substantially to-the surface of the
decoy, a cord securing the anchor to. the de-
coy and means for adjustably centrolling the

length of cord betw_eenﬂv the decoy and:the an-

chor. ‘ i .
5. In a decoy, a winding-reel, an: anchor-

-cord: wound upon the reel, a tension elastic-

ally engaging the reel' and arranged' to hold
the reel at a predetermined rotary adjust-
ment. ‘

6. In a decoy, a winding-reel, an ancher, &
cord wound upon- the reel and: secured! tio the
anchor, a tension elastically engaging the

anchor and means for winding the cord with-.
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reel and arranged to retain a predetermined
length of cord wound upon the reel. _
7. A decoy provided with a recess and hav-
ing a flexibly-connected anchor-weightcor-
responding in size and shape with said recess
so that said' anchor-weight may be friction-
ally contained therein. : ,
8. A decoy provided with.a cavity, an an-
chor-receiving recess and a connecting-pas-

sage, a tapered anchor-weight, a flexible con-

nectlon attached to said anchor-weight and
passed through said recess and said passage,
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and means within said cavity for taking inor

paying out said flexible connection.

9. A decoy provided with a cavity, an an-
chor-receiving recess and a connecting-pas:
sage, a tapered anchor-weight, a flexible con-
nection attached to said anchor-weight and
passed through said recess and said passage,
& spring-actuated winding-drum within said
cavity for said flexible connection, a brake-
spring for holding said drum against move-
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ment and a push-rod for releasing said brake-

spring.

10. An anchor-winding device for decoys
comprising an outer casing, a push-rod ex-
tencﬁ)ng therethrough, a spring - actuated
winding-drum upon said pus}l?l—rod, ‘a projec-
tion: upon one end of said drum, a resilient
disk within said casing recessed to form a
spring - tongue adapted ‘to be actuated by
said push-rod, said tongue being formed with
an. aperture to receive one of said projec-

tions and & coil-spring disposed between said

spring-tongue and said casing.

_ In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses, ' :
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WALTER WARREN CRAM.

Witnesses: - :
© W. H. MyEgs,
‘. K. E. SPRINGER.



