
July 6, 1954 R. E. GORDENIER 2,682,806 
POCKET MAGNIFIER CASE AND SUPPORT 

Filed Sept. 28, 1950 

spentor 

ROBERT E. G. O. RD ENER 

attorney 

    

  



Patented July 6, 1954 2,682,806 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,682,806 

POCKET MAGNFER CASE AND SUPPORT 

Robert E. Gordenier, St. Paul, Minn., assignor to 
Brown & Bigelow, St. Paul, Minn., a corporation 
of Minnesota, 

Application September 28, 1950, Serial No. 187,250 
(C. 88-39) 1. Cain. 

1. 
This invention relates to a pocket magnifier 

which folds into a compact package, the frame of 
which provides a Support for the magnifier When 
it is in use. 
A feature resides in a magnifier, which may be 

made of plastic or other suitable material Such 
as glass, which is provided with shields for the 
Surface of the magnifier to protect the Same. 
The covers are adapted to fold over the Surface 
of the magnifier to enclose the same and protect 
it against Wear When not in use. 

It is also a feature to provide a pocket magni 
fier wherein the magnifying element is formed of 
a single piece of plastic which is molded so that 
the magnifying portion thereof is centered in the 
plastic body. The four corners at the sides are 
formed with projecting lugs adapted to pivotally 
support the cover members and provided with 
bearing surfaces against which the ears of the 
covers engage to provide the rigid bearing means 
for the ends of the COverS SO that they may be 
rotated on the projecting lugs. The bearing Sur 
faces and the lugs are formed integral With the 
body of the plastic magnifier plate. 

I also provide recesses on the bearing portions 
adjacent the Supporting lugs Which receive an 
indented portion formed on the ears of the covers 
and which function to hold the covers either in 
closed position or open and project in a manner 
to form Supporting members to hold the magni 
fier elevated from the article on which it is adapt 
ed to rest when being used as a magnifier. 
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In the dra WingS forming part of the Specific 
cation: 

Figure illustrates a side view of the magnifier 
as it would appear in use. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is an end view of Figure 1. . . . 
Figure. 4 illustrates a Side View of the magnifier 

When it is folded into a compact State. 
Figure 5 is an end view of the magnifier as it 

Would appear When folded. 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the plate body 

of the magnifier removed from the cover shields. 
The magnifier A is formed With a plastic body 

O which may be molded from transparent plastic 
Such as Lucite or a similar plastic which has a 
clear transparent nature. The body () may also 
be made of glass or any other Suitable transpar 
ent material. 
The body to of the magnifier A is in plate-like 

form, and centrally positioned within the same 
a magnifying portion is formed by an arcuated 
Surface Which projects from either Side of the 
plate body O. 
At each corner of the plate body O, I form 
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2 
integral with the plate, bearing portions 2 which 
have a flat Surface 3 adapted to act as a bearing 
for supporting the cover shields 4. 
The cover shields 4 are formed with Side 

flanges 5 which are formed by bending portions 
along the edges of the shields 4 at right angles 
to the body of the shields, thus reinforcing the 
Shields at their corners. The flanges 5 taper 
from the free end 6 to the ear portions if which 
are adapted to bear against the bearing portions 
f2 with Spring tension. The Spring tension to the 
ears 7 is provided by bending the ear portions 
it inwardly and thus causing a spring tension 
and friction against the bearing portions 2 to 
support the shields 4 in place. 
The plastic lugs (8 project centrally from the 

bearing Surfaces 2, and are adapted to engage 
in the hole 9 formed in the ear portions i to 
hold the cover shields to the plastic body of 
the magnifier A. 

Recesses 2 are formed in the bearing Surfaces 
i2 which are adapted to engage the dents 2 
formed in the ear portions to hold the magni 
fier shields 4 projecting, as illustrated in Figure 

, so that the Shields act as Supporting members 
to hold the magnifier A elevated from the Sur 
face on which it is resting When in use. 

Projecting ribs 22 are formed on the side edges 
of the body O of the magnifier A, and by means 
of the longitudinal dents 23 which engage OWer 
the projecting ribs 22, the cover shields are 
held in closed position to extend over and cover 
and protect the magnifying surface of the 
magnifier A. When the magnifier is folded in corn 
pact State and carried in one's pocket. Thus, the 
cover plates 4 act to shield and protect the imag 
nifying Surface f fron being Scratched Or arred 
when it is in folded position. 

In this manner, I provide a simple inexpensive 
pocket magnifier which may be folded into a flat 
compact form and readily be opened with the 
covers 4 resting upon the surface which is mag 
Inified by Viewing the same through the magnifier 

f. The parallel disposed ribs 23 which project 
on the side Surface of the flanges 5 readily en 
gage Over the ribs 22 to hold the cover members 
4 in closed position. 
The magnifier A is composed of three parts, 

namely, the plastic body in which the magni 
fier Surface is formed centrally disposed there 
in and the two cover members 4, which are vir 
tually identical, one of which folds against one 
Side of the magnifier while the other turns 
around the lug 8 to fold onto the other side as 
indicated by the arrows in Figure 1. 
The inner edges 24 of the cover plates 4 form 
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a shoulder which rests against the body 0 when 
the covers 4 are moved into open position as 
illustrated in Figures 1 and 3. 
The metal covers 4 With the side flanges 5 

have a Spring nature so that the ear portion S T 5 
engage the bearing plate portions 2 under Spring 
tension. The spring in the metal flanges 5 also 
engage the ribs 22 with Spring tension Sufficient 
to hold the covers 4 in closed position as illus-, 
trated in Figure 6, yet permitting the covers to 10 
be rotated on the pivots 8 into the position, 
illustrated in Figure i. 
The plate body 9 has formed on one end there 

of the extended shoulder portion 25 adapted to 
be engaged by the inner edge 24 of the cover plate. 15 
4 whereby the cover plate 4 is maintained in 

the Supporting position shown in Figures 1 aid. 
2. The edge 24 of the remaining cover shield A 
engages the under flat surface of the plate body; 
member as shown in dotted lines in Figure 2 and 20 
also illustrated in Figure 1. - 

claim: 
In a magnifier having a combination support 

cover, a Substantially fiat rectatagular transpar 
ent body member having a magnifying element 25 
formed thereO and extending therethrough to 
the opposed flat surfaces thereof, bearing men 
berS formined. On each of the corners of Said flat. 
body member with the outer surfaces, thereof at 
right angles thereto and flush with the outer. 30 
edges of said body member, stub shafts extending 
centrally, from Said bearing members at right 
angles to the edges of Said body member, a pair 
of thin plate-like cover and Support members 
each having parallelly disposed flanges formed 35 

4 
thereon and at right angles thereto, each of Said 
plate-like members having a defined upper edge 
and in addition a defined lower edge adapted to 
rest upon a surface to support Said magnifier 
spaced therefron, ear portions extending from 
said flanges beyond said upper edges of Said plate 
members, means for hingedly mounting Said ear 
portions on said stub shaftS and against the Outer 
surfaces of said: bearing members each of Said 
upper edges of said cover plates forming a shoul 
der for engagement with the underSide of Said 
body member with said flanges extending in the 
Saine direction from Said cover plates When Said 
cover plates are rotated on said stub Shafts to a 
position at right angles to said body member and 
in parallel opposed relation to place the Sane in 
open supporting position, said plates being adapt 
ed to cover both the opposed flat suifaces of Said 
body member when said upper shoulder edges 
thereof are pivoted away from the under surface 
of said body member and said plates further 
moved onto the body-member. 
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