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The present invention relates to tape mois-
tening and pasting devices.

More particularly the invention relates to
tape moistening and pasting devices especial-

5. Iy adapted for use in pasting telegraph mes-
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lanks;

sages received on tape or message
Tl adhesive

for sealing package wrappers wit
tape, and like uses. .
Objects of the invention are to provide im-
proved and simplified tape moistening and
pasting devices provided with a single body
portion serving as a hand grip and container
for water and into which the inner end of the
wick protrudes; to provide moistening and
pasting devices arranged for minimum leak-
age when not in use which facilitate rapid,
efficient, and neat handling of the tape; and
to provide such other objects as may be at-
tained by a utilization of the principles and
arrangements hereinafter set forth and as de-
fined by the terms of the appended claims.
The invention will be best understood upon
reference to the accompanying drawings in
“which I have illustrated a preferred embodi-

view.

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the form of
invention shown in Figure 1. ,

Figure 3 is a central longitudinal section-
al view. .

Figure 4 is a view taken on the plane repre-
sented by lines 4—4 in Figure 3.

Figure 5 is a fragmental detail view show-
ing the guide slot formation.

Referring to the drawings by reference
characters in which like characters designate
like parts, 1 designates a tubular body which
is preferably formed of a transparent mate-
rial in order that the liGuid contained there-
in may be seen, and in the present instance is
formed of pyralin. The tubular body 1, as
is clearly shown in Figure 3, is an open ended
structure having one end thereof closed by
means of a suitable plug 2 which is cemented

- therein and a.rubber or pyralin protecting
cap 2’ embraces the end and the plug 2. The
opposite end of the tubula- body is internal-
ly threaded as indicated at 8 in Figure 8
which is adapted to receive the externally
threaded end 4 of a removable cap 5, which

ment, and of which Figure 1 is a top plan -

may be of hard rubber or other suitable ma-
terial. Cap 5 adjacent its threaded portion
is provided with a shoulder portion 6 which
is upwardly extended as indicated at 7, and
provided with a guide recess or slot 8 (Fig-
ure 5). Engaging the shoulder portion 6 is
a metallic-washer 9 which is provided with a
laterally turned lip 10 adapted to rest in said
recess and further provided with upwardly
extending projections 10’ on either side of
lip 10, and a suitable rubber washer or pack-

ing member 11 is interposed between the -

washer 9 and adjacent end of tube 1 to effect a
water tight seal between the tubular body
and cap 5. The metallic washer 9 may be
eliminated in which instance only the rubber
washer 11 would be interposed between the
cap 5 and the body to provide a leak proof
connection.

Cap 5 has rigidly embedded and secured
therein, a unitary metallic member 12 pro-
viding a wick conduit 18 which, as shown in
Figure 8 extends from the inner end of cap

5 and projects arcuately upward and outward

from the opposite or outer end thereof as
indicated at 14, the conduit 13 may be straight
and extended upwardly and outwardly from
a point adjacent the bottom of the body 1.
The member 12 further provides a tape
guide comprising a flanged éxtension 15 hav-
ing secured to the base thereof the base por-

“tion of a flanged upwardly extending tape

guiding members 16 and extending through
the flanges of the extension 15 at the outer
ends ‘thereof is a shaft 17 on which is sup-
ported a tape guiding member or shoe 14.
The wick conduit 13 is adapted to receive
a suitable wick 19 which, as shown in Figure

3, has the inner end thercéof projecting in- -

wardly of the inner end of the cap into tubu-
lar body 1 and the outer end thereofis adapt-
ed to be so positioned as to engage the tape
when drawn thereon as indicated in Fig-

‘ure 2.

The upper wall of the tape conduit is pro-
vided with a groove 20 as indicated in Figure
4 adapted to extend the full length of the
conduit for the purpose of admitting air
without the necessity for very careful fitting
of the wicks necessary when such a groove is
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not provided. A suitable fine mesh screen

21 is positioned between the upper wall of

the conduit and the wick which serves to
stiffen the wick as a whole for insertion into
the device and tends to hold the wick in place
against the pressure of the tape, and also
prevents the material of the wick from clog-
ging groove 20, while maintaining communi-

cation of the wick with the groove through

the mesh of the screen in pasting operations
so that the water in the groove may be ab-
sorbed by the wick permitting access of air
to the interior of the container as will more
fully hereinafter appear. ‘
Detachably supported on tubular body 1 is

~ a unitary tape guiding and pressure regulat-
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ing mechanism 22 which in its construction

comprises a longitudinally extending tape’

guide 23 having secured to the under surface
thereof a pair of arcuate yieldable body en-
gaging members 24 adapted to yieldably en-
gage the body 1 to detachably secure the guide
and pressure regulating mechanism thereto.
The guide 23 is provided with an internal
channel 25 adapted to receive and guide the
tape 26. The base of the guide 23 extends
forwardly of the channelled portion as in-
dicated at 27 and is provided with laterally
extending ears 28 adapted to engage the rear
sides of the projections 10’ to hold the guide
{Jneé:halnism against forward movement on
o] . . -

Pstr)rtion 27 merges into a thickened angu-
larly extending guide member 27’ and rear-
wardly of the ears 28 the guide 23 is provided
with a pair of ears 29 through which extends
a pintle 30. Mounted on pintle 30 between

~ ears 29 are ears 31 of a tape pressur®regulat-
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ing member 32 which, as shown in Figures 2
and 3, is provided at the forward end there-
of with a slotted tubular tape engaging mem-

ber 33 and at the rear end thereof is pro-.

vided with an angular finger engaging mem-
ber 34.

The member 33 is normally held in engage--

ment with tape 26 by means of a coil spring
35 which lhas one end thereof secured to the
pintle 30 and the other end thercof extended
as indicated at 36 and engaging member 32.

Secured to the outer surface of member 32
is one arm of a tape lifting member 37 which
has the other arm 88 thereof so spaced with
relation to member 33 as to permit the pas-
sage of the tape therebetween. ’

Operation

" In operation, the wick 19 and screen 21 are
introduced into conduit 18 of cap 5 and body
1 is filied with water after which the cap is

= screwed into the end of the body causing the

innér end of the wick to project into the
water in the body. The tape guiding and

‘pressure regulating mechanism 22 is then ap-

plied to the body 1 by means of members 94

. yieldably engaging the body and the ears 28

1,851,788

engaging the projections 10" which positions
the guide member 27" substantially in align-
nient with the end of the wick as shown in
Figure 2. Initially, and also when the de-
vice is filled but not in use for pasting pur-
poses water fills groove 20 establishing an
air seal which prevents air from entering
body 1 and accordingly prevents water from
continually dripping out. —

The tape 26 to be pasted is inserted into
channel 25 and drawn therethrough either
before or after the guide mechanism is posi-
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tioned on the body. The tape will then pass -

over the end of the wick, the tape extending
between guide 27" and member 33 passing
over the end of the wick, guiding member 16,
and under roller 18, as indicated in Figure 2.

When the tape passes over the end of the
wick, water is drawn from the wick which in
turn obsorbs the water from groove 20
through screen 21 permitting air to enter
body 1 through the groove allowing the wa-
ter to pass freely by means of capillary at-
traction through the wick to be transferred

to the gummed surface of the tape. It will

accordingly be seen the recess 20 in conduit
13 admits suflicient air into body 1 to avoid
creation of a vacuum-and causing the water

to maintain a level commensurate with the,

consumption thereof, while a seal will be
maintained against admission of air through
recess 20 when the device is not in use. The
provision of groove 20 adjacent the wick is
accordingly an important feature of my in-
vention. :

To start the device, a section of the tape is
drawn outward until a moist section extends

beyond the shoe 18. The moistened surface

is then pressed against the part to which it
is to be pasted, such for example. as a mes-
sage blank or over the edge of a package
wrapper and the moistener is moved along.

‘This action draws the tape from the mois-

tener allowing the tape to be pressed against
the message blank or package either by hand
or by means of some other object. When a

‘sufficient quantity of tape has been used it

may be torn and the operation repeated. In
this way strips of any desired length may be
applied rapidly to the message blanks or the
package and the tension of the tape may be
varied by turning the pintle 30 and putting
spring 33 under more or less tension.

The location of the air groove 20 imme-
diately adjacent to the wick 19 serves a very
useful purpose when the moistener is not in
use and tape is not being passed over the end
of the wick as at the end of a line, and while
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the succeeding line is being started during :

which period air would continue to-enter the
water reservoir and water would drip con-
tinuously if the oroove 20 were not_positioned
immediately adjacent to the wick. By posi-
tioning the groove 20 as disclosd, the screen

21 permits water to flow through it when the :
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moistener is in an angular position, which is
the normal operating position, and the water
fills the groove 20 sealing the air passage and

preventing any further flow of water. When

tape is again drawn over the cnd of the
wick the water in groove 20 is drawn into

~ the wick, and the groove is thus automati-
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cally freed of water and again acts as a vent

permitting air to enter the water reservoir. .

‘When the moistener is not in use, the tape
is lifted off the end of the wick 19 through
engagement therewith of the member 87 by
pressing down on the member 34 which mem-

ber- 34, together with the member 37 upon re-.’

lease of the member 84 will automatically as-
sume their original positions but due to a
sufficient stiffness of the tape it will remain
in the position acquired by the above opera-
tion and hence will remain out of contact
with the wick until it is desired to again put
the moistener into operation. '

This prevents leaching the glue off the
small section of tape which would rest on the
end of the wick and prevents the choking of
the wick due to an accumulation of glue.

It will accordingly be seen that a simple
and efficient moistener and tape paster has
been provided which automatically seals

‘against leakage when not in use and lends

itself to rapid and efficient pasting of tape
for various purposes, and which when used
for pasting telegraphic tape on message
blanks permits satisfactory use without soil-
ing of copies.

Having described a preferred embodiment
of the invention, what is desired to be secured
by Letters Patent and claimed as new is:

1. A tape moistener comprising a trans-
parent -cylindrical water supporting body,
said body internally threaded at one end
thereof, a wick supporting cap externally
threaded for detachable threaded connection
in said end of said body, tape guiding and
tensioning means detachably supported by
said body, and a-tape guiding and tension-
ing means positioning washer interposed be-
tween said cap and said body.

2. A tape moistener comprising a water
supporting body, tape guiding and tension-
ing means detachably supported by said body,
a wick supporting cap detachably connected
to one end of said body, and tape guiding
means carried by said cap for co-operation

~with said tape guiding and tensioning means:

3. A tape moistener comprising a body
adapted to receive water, tape guiding and
tensioning means supported by said body:; a

~cap detachably connected to said hody, said

cap provided with a wick supporting conduit,
an extension integral with said conduit, said
extension being substantially U-shaped in
cross.section, a tape guide secured to the base
of said extension, and a tape guiding member
supported on a shaft extending transversely

3

of said -extension in spaced relation to the
base thereof. . .
4. A tape'moistener comprising a cylindri-

cal water receiving body, unitary tape guid-

ing and tensioning means detachably sup-

-ported by said body, said means comprising

an elongated guide provided with a pair of
yieldable arcuate members detachably en-
gaged with said cylindrical body.

5. A tape moistener comprising an open
ended transparent tubular member, a wick
supporting cap detachably engaged with one
of said niember, a plug secured to the oppo-
site end of said member; and a cap embrac-
ing said plug and said opposite end of said
member. .

6. A tape moistener comprising a tubular
body adapted to receive water, tape guiding
and tensioning means detachably supported
by said body; a cap detachably connected to

. one end of said body, a unitary member em-

bedded in said cap and providing a wick sup-
porting conduit and a tape guide co-operat-
ing therewith, said cap provided with a re-
cessed extension, a yieldable washer inter-
posed between said cap and said body, a
metallic washer interposed between said cap
and said yieldable washer, said metallic wash-
er provided with a lip seated in said recess
in said extension and upwardly extending
projections on either side of said lip.

The construction defined in claim 6 in
which said tape guiding and tensioning means
comprises an elongated member adapted to
rest between said upwardly extending projec-
tions and provided with laterally extending
projections for limiting forward movement
of said tape guiding and tensioning means
relative to said body.

8. A tape moistener comprising a water
receiving body, a tape guiding and tension-
ing means detachably supported by said body,
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sald means comprising an enclosed channel

defined by inner and outer walls, said inner
wall having an angular extension defining
a tape guide, ears carried by said outer wall,
and tensioning means pivotally supported by
said ears, said tensioning means comprising
a pressure regulating member, said member
provided with a tape engaging portion for
co-operation with said angular extension and
tape lifting means which with said tape en-
gaging portion defines a tape guide.

9. A tape moistener comprising a body
adapted to receive water, an clongated tape
guide member detachably supported by said
body, said guide member provided with a
downwardly turned extension, laterally
spaced ears supported by said guide member
adjacent said downwardly turned extension,
a tape pressure regulating member pivotally
mounted on a pintle supported by said ears,
a helical spring adjustably mounted on said
pintle and adapted to yieldably urge said

‘pressure regulating member into-contact with
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the tape, said pressure regulating member
being provided with a tubular tape engaging
member for co-operation with said down-
wardly turned ‘exténsion, and a tape lifting

6 member of substantially U-shape having one
leg thereof secured to said pressure regulat-

" ing member and the other leg thereof in oper-
ative position disposed substantially in aline-
ment with said downwardly turned exten-
10 sion, said tubular tape engaging member and
said other leg defining a guide for the tape.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

CHRIS. J. WALBRAN.
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