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This invention relates to ladies' handbags, and dation bag and the cover may be made of con 

more particularly to a handbag provided with a . 
removable cover as well as detachable handles. 
The primary object of my invention is to gen 

5 erally improve ladies' handbags, A more par 
ticular object resides in the provision of a ladies' 
handbag with a removable and preferably wash 
able cover... More than one cover may be pro 
vided if different colors or materials are desired. 

Further and more particular objects of my in 
vention are to provide a ladies' handbag in which 
both the foundation bag and the cover are flap 
less, thus making the bag conveniently usable; 
and to provide handles for the bag which are 
readily detachable when the foundation bag and 
cover are to be separated. The handles are them 
selves washable and serve an additional func 
tion in holding the cover on the foundation bag. 
The bag may, however, be used, with or without 
the handles, and the foundation bag may be used 
With Or without the cover. 
Other objects center about the cover itself and 

a preferred method of making the same, in ac 
Cordance with which a cover of double thickness 
is obtained, said cover being made of a single 
piece of material by a simple manufacturing 
process, and having no exposed stitching. 

. . To the accomplishment of the foregoing and 
other objects which will hereinafter appear, my 
invention consists in the handbag elements and 
their relation one to the other as hereinafter are 
more particularly described in the specification 
and Sought to be defined in the claims. The 
Specification is accompanied by a drawing, in 

35 which: 
Fig. 1 shows a handbag embodying features of 

my invention; 
Fig. 2 illustrates the cover removed from the 

foundation bag; 
Fig. 3 is a section through the cover taken in 

the plane of the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is an end elevation of the foundation 

bag; and 
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Figs. 5 through 9 are explanatory of the method. 
of making the cover. 

Referring to the drawing, and more particu 
larly to Fig. 1 thereof, the complete handbag com 
prises a foundation bag F, a removable and pref 
erably washable cover C, and removable and pref 
erably washable handles H. It will be noted that 
both the foundation bag and the cover are flap 
less, thus making the bag neat in appearance and 
convenient in use. The sides of the foundation 
bag are preferably made relatively stiff, and are 

55 projected above the cover. Inasmuch as the foun 
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trasting colors, the beauty of the finished bag is 
enhanced. This effect may be carried further by 
giving the projecting top of the foundation bag 
an Ornamental configuration. 5 
Considering the arrangement in greater detail, 

the foundation bag F may be made of fabric or 
other suitable material selected to be usable as the 
exterior of the bag when desired. This material 
is preferably backed or stiffened by cardboard or 10 
other stiffening material in accordance with con 
ventional practice, thus making the foundation 
bag Self-supporting in shape. The bag may be 
lined and provided with subordinate pockets for a 
mirror, change purse and the like, but inasmuch lis 
as these details are conventional, they have not 
been illustrated and need not be described in de 
tail. I may mention, however, that the top of the 
foundation bag is preferably and most conven 
iently closed by means of a slide fastener extend 
ing from one end of the bag to the other between 
the sides thereof at a point approximately corre 
sponding to the top of the cover C. The oper 
ating chain f2 visible at the right of Fig. 1 is con 
nected to the slider of the closure or slide fas- 25 
tener of the bag. 
The sides of the foundation bag are projected 

upwardly above the slide fastener and above, the 
cover, as is indicated at 4 and 6 in Figs. 1 and 
4. These upwardly projecting sides are prefer- 30 
ably left unstitched or free of one another at the 
ends of the bag in order not to interfere with free 
access to the interior of the bag when the slide 
fastener is open. The edges of the projections f4 
and 6 are given an ornamental contour of any 35 
desired type. The inner surfaces of these pro 
jections are lined with a Suitable material, pref 
erably the same material as is used for the out 
side of the foundation bag. This material ex 
tends from the top edge downwardly to the afore 
said slide fastener. 
The foundation bag is completed by the pro 

vision of four large ornamental buttons 20. In 
the present case the buttons are spherical, and 
while this shape is convenient in use and attrac- 45 
tice in appearance, it is not, however, essential to 
employ spherical buttons. Two buttons are lo 
cated on each side of the bag and are spaced well 
apart, as is clearly shown in the drawing. 
The cover C is preferably made of a single piece 50 

of washable material. Referring to Fig. 2, it will 
be seen that there are no exposed lines of stitch 
ing. The cover consists of two laminations of 
material, the outer lamination 22 and the inner 
lamination 24, as is clearly shown in Fig. 3. The 55 
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2 
manner in which the cover is made may be de 
scribed with reference to Figs. 5 through 9 of 
the drawing. A single rectangular piece of fab 
ric 26 is selected, this fabric having a width along 
edge 28 slightly greater than the width or long 
dimension of the handbag, and having a length 
along the side edge 30 slightly greater than four 
times the height of the finished cover. This fab 
ric is centrally folded along the dotted line 32, 
and the side edges are stitched by lines of stitch 
ing 34, as is clearly shown in Fig. 6. One of 
these lines of stitching has been left in incom 
plete condition in order to better bring out the 
nature of the structure. On completing the 
stitching there results a single elongated pocket. 
This pocket is inverted or turned inside out, thus 
bringing the material to the condition shown in 
Fig. 7. At this time the lines of stitching 34 are 
concealed within the elongated pocket. 
The open edge of the pocket shown in Fig. 7 

is then closed by a line of stitching 36 shown in 
Fig. 8. If desired, the edges of the pocket are 
preliminarily turned inwardly for a slight dis 
tance before stitching at the line 36. In such 
case the condition of the stitched edge is that 
shown at the bottom of Fig. 3. 
The closed pocket shown in Fig. 8 is then 

changed to an open pocket of half length but 
comprising two layers of material, by pushing 
the stitched edge 36 inwardly between the upper 
and lower sides of the pocket. The resulting open 
pocket is shown in Fig. 9, and it will be under 
stood that the exposed top edges 38 are simply 
folds of the material and are devoid of stitching. 
The same applies to the exposed bottom edge 40 
of the pocket. The side edges 42 are seamed, but 
the stitching is not exposed, it having been turned 
inwardly by the transition step illustrated by the 
change from Fig. 6 to Fig. 7. The stitched seam 
36 is of course located inside the pocket and at 
the bottom thereof, as is best shown in Fig. 3. 
The cover is now complete except for the pro 

vision of the necessary buttonholes 44. These 
buttonholes are so dimensioned and located as to 
mate with the buttons 20. The buttonholes are 
cut through both thicknesses of material, and the 
edges thereof are finished by appropriate button 
hole stitching which is passed through the two 
thicknesses of material. 

It will be understood that to assemble the 
foundation bag and cover, it is merely necessary 
to slide the foundation bag into the cover and to 
then slip the buttonholes 44 around and over the 
buttons 20. 
the cover and foundation bag in assembled rela 
lation. 
The handles H may be made in a variety of 

ways. In the present case, the handles are made 
of tubular woven fabric. The ends of the handles 
are turned back on themselves, as is indicated at 
46, and are secured by a winding of silk or other 
appropriate cord 48. A part of the cord 48 is 
brought out from within the wiriding and ex 
tends downwardly to form loops 50, which are 
dimensioned to be received over the buttons 20. 
The handles are thus detachably related to the 
handbag and may be removed if it is desired to 
use the handbag without handles. They are also 
readily removed preliminarily to removing the 
cover when using the foundation bag alone. The 
buttons 20 thus function to hold either the cover 
or the handles or both. 
The finished bag is attractive in appearance 

not only because of its configuration, but also 
because of the color contrast readily made pos 

The buttons thus function to hold 

2,118,400 
sible. For example, the foundation bag may be 
made red or blue, and the cover made white. 
The buttons may be made white, and may re 
Semble large pearls. The handles may also be 
made white, particularly if, made of washable 
material. With such a color combination, the 
bag is attractive in appearance even when used 
without the cover because of the contrast of the 
White buttons and handles with the colored bag. 

It is believed that the mode of constructing 
and using, as well as the many advantages of my 
improved ladies' handbag will be apparent from 
the foregoing detailed description thereof. It will 
also be apparent that while I have shown and de 
scribed my invention in a preferred form, many 
changes and modifications may be made in the 
structure disclosed without departing from the 
spirit of the invention defined in the following 
claims. 
I claim: ' 
1. A ladies' handbag comprising a foundation 

bag, a removable cover having only a single main 
pocket dimensioned to receive the foundation 
bag, Said foundation bag having a plurality of 
relatively large Ornamental buttons on the outer 
sides thereof, and said cover having buttonholes 
SO located as to be received over said buttons 
when the cover is placed over the foundation bag, 
and handles for said handbag, said handles hav 
ing loops dimensioned to be received over the 
aforesaid buttons outside of the cover. 

2. A ladies' handbag comprising a foundation 
bag, a removable cover having only a single main 
pocket dimensioned to receive the foundation 
bag, the foundation bag and the cover both being 
flapless, said foundation bag having a plurality of 
relatively...large ornamental buttons on the outer 
sides thereof, and said cover having buttonholes 
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So located as to be received over said buttons 
When the cover is placed over the foundation bag, 
and handles for said handbag, said handles hav 
ing loops dimensioned to be received over the 
aforesaid buttons. 

3. A ladies' handbag comprising a foundation 
bag having relatively stiff. sides, a slide fastener 
for closing the top of said foundation bag, a re 
movable cover made of washable material and 
having only a single main pocket dimensioned to 
receive the foundation bag, the foundation bag 
and the cover both being flapless, said foundation 
bag having a plurality of relatively large orna 
mental buttons on the outer sides thereof, and 
said cover having buttonholes so located as to be 
received over said buttons when the cover is 
placed over the foundation bag, and handles for 
Said handbag, said handles having loops dimen 
sioned to be received over the aforesaid buttons 
Outside of the cover. 

4. A cover for a ladies' handbag, said cover 
comprising a double thickness of material and 
being made of a single piece of material but hav 
ing no exposed stitching, the outer part of said 
cover being foided at the bottom edge, the inner 
part of said cover being stitched at the bottom 
edge, said cover being folded at the top edges, 
whereby the inner part of said cover forms a 
direct integral continuation of the outer part of. 
said cover, the side edges being Stitched with 
turned seams, and buttonholes cut through both 
thicknesses of material at the sides of the cover. 

5. In the manufacture of a double-thickness 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

single-pocket cover for a ladies' handbag, the 
method which includes taking a piece of material 
having a width approximately equal to the width 
of the cover and a length approximately equal to 75 
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four times the height of the cover, folding said 
piece of material in half and stitching the side 
edges to form a pocket having a length approxi 
mately twice the height of the handbag, inverting 
the resulting pocket, stitching the open edge of 
the pocket, then pushing the stitched edge with 
in the pocket to form a double-thickness pocket, 
with the stitched edge inside the pocket at the 
bottom thereof, and finally cutting and stitching 
buttonholes through both thicknesses of the sides 
of the pocket. 

6. A ladies' handbag comprising a foundation 
bag having relatively stiffsides, a removable cover 
made of washable material and having only a 
single main pocket dimensioned to receive the 
foundation bag, the foundation bag and the cover 
both being flapless, said foundation bag having a 
plurality of relatively large Ornamental buttons 
On the Outer sides thereof, and Said cover having 
buttonholes So located as to be received over said 
buttons when the cover is placed over the foun 
dation bag, the stiffened sides of said foundation 
bag projecting upwardly above the open top of 
the cover, said foundation bag being made of 
a color contrasting with the cover, Said buttons 
being fully exposed at the Outside of the cover and 
constituting a main ornamental feature of the 

3 
complete handbag, and handles for said handbag, 
said handles having loops dimensioned to be re 
ceived Over the aforesaid buttons outside of the 
COWe. 

7. A ladies' handbag comprising a foundation 
bag having relatively stiff sides, a slide fastener 
for closing the top of said foundation bag, a re 
movable cover made of Washable material and 
having Only a single main pocket dimensioned to 
receive the foundation bag, the foundation bag 
and the cover both being flapless, said foundation 
bag having a plurality of relatively large Orna 
mental buttons on the Outer sides thereof, and 
said cover having buttonholes so located as to be 
received over said buttons when the cover is 
placed over the foundation bag, the stiffened 
sides of said foundation bag projecting upwardly 
above the slide fastener and out of the Open top 
of the cover, the upwardly projecting sides there 
of being given an ornamental contour, said but 
tons being fully exposed at the outside of the cov 
er and constituting a main ornamental feature 
of the complete handbag, and handles for Said 
handbag, said handles having loops.-dimensioned 
to be received over the aforesaid buttons Outside 
of the cover. 

JAMES E, GOOBERG. 
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