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My present invention relates to an improved
golf bag support which will enable a golfer to
erect his golf bag in an upright position while
selecting a'club and making his play, rather than
allowing the bag to fall on the ground with the
consequent necessity of stooping to pick it up.
‘An object of the invention is the provision-of a
supporting device which may be readily attached
to the conventional type of bag and which is pro-
vided with - pointed end portion adapted to be
inserted in the ground to support the bag in an
upright position. A further object in a device of
the character herein described is the provision
-of attaching clamps which are adjustable longi-
tudinally of the supporting member to accommo-
date bags of different heights and are also ad-
justable transversely of the supporting member
to securely grip the bag between the supporting
member and the jaws of the clamps, as the thick-
ness of golf bags at the ends may vary consid-
erably according to the construction of the bag.
A further object is the provision of attaching
clamps of 'such character that a golf bag is se-
cured at both ends to the supporting member and
securely held ‘in fully extended position. This
is  an important feature of the invention since
many bags, especially those of fabric construc-
tioh; are inclined to sag and would do so unless
securely held to the supporting member at both
top and bottom of the bag. A further object is
the provision ‘of a handle:or hand grip formed as
an integral part of the supporting member near
the top thereof, which the player may utilize to
withdraw. the poirited end portion of the sup-
porting member from the ground and by which
the bag may be carried while in use on the goif
course rather than using the customary shoulder
strap. - A further object is the provision of a'lug
incorporated in the supporting member as an
integral part thereof upon which the player may
place his foot to force the pointed end of the sup-
porting member into the ground when. it is de-
sired to stand the:bag in an upright position. ‘A
further object is the provision of a portion of
the supporting member which is designed to be
forced into the ground and which portion is set
at a tangent to.the remainder of the supporting
member:‘for the following reason, viz; that a
playertin placing his foot upon'the foot lug to
force the pointed end of the supporting member
into the ground exerts such pressure in & plane
tangent to the perpendicular rather than in an
absolutely vertical plane.

A fingl object is the provision of means on the
supporting “ 'member . to " prevent “the securing
clamps being removed therefrom or accidentally
lost by slipping off from the device when detached
from a golf bag.

The invention thus resides in certain novel
combinations and arrangements of parts as will

hereinaiter be more fully set forth and described.
In the accompanying drawing I have illus-
trated one complete example of the physical em-
bodiment of my invention wherein the parts are
combined and arranged sccording to the best
mode I have thus far devised for the practical
application of the principles of my invention.
Figure T is a view in elevation and partly in
section showing the application of my device for
supporting ‘a golf bag, inciuding the manner in
which it is attached to the hag and illustrating
a portion of the supporting rod inserted in the

eround te support the bag in an upright posi-

tion. Figure'II is a sectional view of the upper
clamping device adapted to engage the top of a
golf bag and showing a fragment of the bag se-
cured between the clamp and the supporting rod.
Wigure II1 is a sectional view of the lower clamp-
ing device and a fragment of the lower end of a
golf bag showing the manner in which the clamp
enzages the bag at this point. Figure IV is a
view-as at line 4—4 of Fig, III showing the man-
ner in which the foot lug is formed in the sup-
porting rod of the device.

Referring tothe drawing, 1 indicates a golf bag
of the usual type having a base plate 2 within
the lower end. of the bag and the base plate is

fashioned with a flange 3 by which it is secured

to the bag. This construction forms a flange at
the bottom of the hag which may be engaged by
2 suitable clamping device. The top of the bag
is usually formed with a reinforced annular lip
as 4 to maintain a clear opening for the top of
the bag.

Tn the preferred form of my invention I utilize ¢

a-suitable rod 5 which is slightly longer than a
golf bag and provide this rod with a cap 6 at its
vpper end and 2 peint 7 at its lower end in crder
that it may be easily inserted in the ground. The
rod is fitted ‘with an upper clamp member § and
a lower clamp member 8 which are designed to
engage the upper and lower ends respectively of
g, golf bag. The clamps are identical in shape and
may be used at either end of the supporting rod,
the lower clamp being inverted in position from
that of the upper clamp. The clamps 8§ and 9

‘are-provided with elongatéd openings 10 and 11

to raceive the rod b and this construction permits
the clamps to be moved longitudinally and like-
wisetransversely of the rod 5. Each of the clamps
8 and @ is fashicned with a single jaw, 12 and 13
respectively, which are adapted to engage over
the upper lip 4 and the lower flange 3 of the bag.
The lip 4 and the flange 3 of the bag are thus

hsld between the respective jaws 12 and 13 of the 1

clamps and the supporting rod 5, the rod foerm-
ing ione-side of the clamp. The clamps 8 and 9
are provided with wing screws 14 and 15 which
are threadably mounted in the clamps and are
adapted to bear against the rod 5 oppositely from
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the jaws 12 and 13 of the respective clamps. Since
the clamps 8 and 9 are provided with elongated
openings which permit transverse movement of
the clamps with respect to the rod 5 it will be ap-
parent that when the screws 14 and 15 are tight-
ened the jaws of the clamps will be drawn towards
the rod 5 thereby securely gripping the lip 4 and
flange 3 between the rod 5 and the clamp jaws.

It will be apparent that the clamps serve a two-
fold purpose since they are adjustable longitudi-
nally with respect to the rod to accomimodate golf
bags of different heights and are also adjustable
transversely with the rod to engage the ends of
bags which may vary in thickness. The upper
and lower ends of the bag are thus held firmly
between the rod 5 and the clamp jaws 12 and 13,
which is an important feature of the invention
since many bags of fabric construction are in-
clined to sag and would do so unless securely
fastened to the supporting rod.

To support the bag in an upright position the
supporting rod 5 is fashioned with a portion of
suitable length at its bottom end which is set in
& plane tangent to the remainder of the rod. This
portion, which is situated immediately below the
lower clamp member, may he approximately four
to six inches in length and terminates in a point-
ed end 7, previocusly referred fo, and is adapted
to he inserted or forced into the ground. As a
means of accomplishing this purpose I fashion
the rod with a foot lug 16, slightly above the low-
er clamp, the lug being fashioned by bending
the rod 5 outwardly at right angles, then doubling
the rod back and again bending the rod down-
wardly in a plane parallel to the major portion
of the rod. The result is a projection of approxi-
mately U-shape, as shown in Fig. IV, extending
transversely to one side of the rod and upon which
the player may place his foot to force the tangent
portion of the rod with its pointed end 7 into the
eround. The lower end of the rod 5 intended to
be set in the ground is fixed at a tangent for the
reason that a player in placing his foot on the lug
16 to force the rod into the ground exerts the pres-
sure in a plane downwardly and outwardly and
the tangent portion of the rod is intended to be in
a plane parallel, or nearly so, to the plane of force
exerted by the player’s foot.

As a means for withdrawing the lower end of
the rod from the ground I provide the rod 5 with
a handle 17 which is formed in the rod at a point
about one-fourth down from the top end, as
shown in Figure I. The handle is formed by an
angularly bent portion of the rod 5 which may be
wrapped with leather to form a grip similar to
the handles of golf clubs. The handle may be
utilized in carrying the golf bag about the course
rather than using the usual shoulder strap for
the purpose.

It will be seen that I have provided a device
which may be readily attached to the ordinary
golf bag and when not in use may be detached
and placed inside of the bag along with the clubs.
The upper clamp 8 can not be withdrawn from
the rod 5 as it is slidably mounted on the rod
between the handle 17 and the top cap 6 which is
of sufficient size to prevent removal of the clamp.
The lower clamp 9 is situated immediately below
the foot lug 16 and is prevented from falling off
the rod by an annular shoulder 18 formed on the
rod slightly below the lower clamp.

It is believed that the foregoing description is
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sufficiently clear to enable anyone familiar with
golfing to understand the manner of applying the
device to a golf bag and its consequent purpose
and use. .

It wiil be apparent that modifications in the 80
manner of constructing the device may be resort-
ed to without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention.

Having thus fully described my invention, I
claim:

1. In a device of the character described, a
supporting rod having a portion of one end set
at a tangent and terminating in a pointed end,

a projecting step integral with the rod near the
lower end thereof and extending transversely to 90
one gide of the axis thereof upon which the foot
may be placed to urge the pointed end into the
ground and meang at the upper and lower ends

of the rod adapted to clamp the ends of a bag se-
curely to the rod.

2. In'a device of the character described, a sup-
porting roed having a pointed end, a pair of clamp
members having slotted openings to receive the
rod and each clamp heing fashioned with a single
jaw disposed in a plane parallel to the rod, screws 100
mounted in the clamps and adapted to bear
against the rod for the purpose of urging the
clamp jaws toward said rod.

3. In a device of the character described, a sup-
porting rod hsving a cap at the top end and 105
having a portion of the lower end set at a tan-
gent and terminating in a pointed end, a clamp
at the upper end of the rod having a slotted open-
ing therein to receive the rod and to permit ad-
justment of the clamp transversely of the rod, 110
said clamp being formed with a jaw disposed in
a plane parallel to the rod for the purpose of en-
gaging the end of a bag between said jaw and
said rod, a screw threadably mounted in the
clamp and adapted to bear against the rod for 115
the purpose of urging the clamp jaw toward said
rod, a similar clamp at the lower end of the sup-
porting rod adapted to clamp the lower end of
a bag securely to the rod, an annular shoulder on
the rod below said lower clamp, a handle in the 120
rod near the top thereof formed by an angularly
bent portion of the rod and disposed to one side
of the axis of the rod, a step formed in the rod
near the lower end thereof by an outwardly bent
portion of the rod and extending transversely to 125
one side of the axis of said rod upon which the
foot may be placed to force the pointed end of
the supporting rod into the ground.

4. In a device of the character described, a sup-
porting rod having a pointed end adapted to be 130
inserted in the ground, a pair of clamp members
slidably mounted on said rod and being move-
able transversely with respect to said rod, and
means carried by said clamp members adapted
to urge said clamp members toward said rod so 135
as to grip the ends of a bag between said clamp
members and said rod.

5. In a device of the character deseribed, a
supporting rod having a pointed end, clamp mem-
bers slidably mounted on said rod and being ad- 140
justable transversely of said rod, said clamp
members having jaws adapted to engage over the
ends of a bag, and means carried by said clamp
members adapted to urge the said clamp jaws
toward said rod and grip the ends of a bag be- 145
tween said jaws and said rod.
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