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What is claimed is: 
1. An arming train for an explosive device comprising 

an ignition charge, 
a base charge, 
and a transmission charge interconnecting said ignition 

charge and said base charge, said transmission charge 
having a cross-sectional configuration insufficient to 
propagate a detonation wave when surrounded by a 
gas but sufficient to propagate a detonation wave 
When surrounded by a liquid. 

2. An arming train as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
transmission charge is surrounded by a rigid tube spaced 
therefrom to define a liquid cavity. 

3. An arming train as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
rigid tube is provided with apertures to admit water when 
said device is immersed. 

4. An arming train as defined in claim 2 wherein said 
transmission charge is encased within a thin plastic tube. 

5. An eXplosive train for automatically arming an ex 
plosive device only when said device is immersed in water 20 
comprising an ignition charge, 

a base charge, 
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a transmission charge interconnecting said ignition 

charge and said base charge, 
a thin plastic tube encasing said transmission charge, 
and a rigid metal tube interconnecting said ignition 

charge and said base charge, said metal tube being 
coaxial with and spaced from said plastici tube to 
define a liquid cavity therebetween, said transmis 
sion charge and said plastic tube defining an explosive 
column and having a diameter less than the failure 
diameter of said column in air and greater than the 
failure diameter of said column in water. 
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