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The invention; in-general, relates-to-a.-dévice
for ‘holding musmal instrument accessorles, and
more particularly relates to an improved reed
holder affording longevity to the utilization of
reeds for all types of wood-winds.

A primary object of the present invention is
to provide an improved reed holder which en-
tirely obviates the warping of reeds and main-
tains thé same in condition for immedate bétter
playing qualities.

Another important object of my invention is to
provide a device of the.aforementioned ¢haracter
which affords the retention of one or more reeds
in always sanitary condition as well as free from
all:likelihood. of  damage thereto.

‘A still further object of the invention is to pro--

vide an improved reed: holder of the indicated
nature which is additionally characterized by its
ability to retain g plurality of reeds in one struc-
ture, all immediately accessible.

. Another object of my invention is to prowde
an improved reed holder of the aforementioned
character which can convemently be manufac-

tured in unitary or dual or tandem form for vary-

ing the capacity of a single holder.

A still further object of the present invention
is to provide an improved reed holder which can
be. inexpensively manufactured and which lends
1tself admirably to mass produetion. in pleasing
design. motifs, and which requires’ llttle if ‘any,
maintenance expense.

. Other objects of the invention, together with
some of the advantageous zeatures thereof, will
appear from the following descrlptxon of a ple-
ferred’ embodnnent and one modified embodlment
of the, mventmn ‘which are illustrated in the at-
companymg drawings. It is tobe under: stood that
I-am not to'be limited to- -the'precise’ embodlments
shiown, nor to the precise ‘arrangemeént ‘of the
several parts thereof, as my invention, as defined
in the appended claims, can be embomed in a
plurahty and variety of forms

‘Referring to ‘the drawings:

‘Pigure ‘1 is ‘a perspective-view of a -preferred
embodiment of the invention. .

Figure 2'is a-plan view thereof.

Figure 3 is a sectional end elevational view of
the preferred embodiment of the invention, taken
‘onx the line 33 of Figure-2.

Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the- pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of a modified em-
bodiment of the invention.

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal séctional view taken on
the line 6—6 of Fig. 1.

In its preferred form, the improved reed holder '

of my invention preferably comprises a base in-
tersected by a web normal-to sald base and divid-
ing the same-into a plurality of ‘sections; together
with a resilient member pivotally mounted on
each of said sections for confining a reed between
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said resilient member-and: sald web-on: each of
said sections.

As illustrated partlcularly in Figures- 1 to 4:.in=
clusive:of the accompanying drawings; I provide
a-substantially planar-base {1 which is:preferably:
fabricated from-a. suitable: plastic material,: such
as polystyrene or from either a urea or phenolic
condensate, or  which can bé fabricated from any
suitable hard rubber or other suitable material:
In the exemplification of the invention shown: in
Figures 1-to 4-inclusive, I.preferably divide: the
base I into- four :sections by providing a:plate
or web member (2 which pierces: the base {{-ak
its transverse- center and which. is; co- extenswe
with the length of the base to afford one éle
of the reed-retdining: means: of the devme the
web 12 projecting normally from the . base on:
opposite sides:thereof:as. clearly shewn. in: Figure
1 of the drawings. Theére-are thus pr ov1ded four
separate sections: 16, 11, I8 and 19 in the base 11
on which- are supported at spaced intervals. a

' pIurahty of tubular posts 20 which pr eferably are
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molded 1ntegrally with' base. 11 or which may. be
mounted uprightly on. the-base by 1nsert1ng the
same into- suitable pelforatxons formed in -the
base. The posts 20 serve. as plvots for four re-
silient members 2| disposed on the posts 20 in
the four: sections of the base and to prevent, dis-
lodgment of the resilient mémbers from the posts
I convemently press-fit. éscutcheon pins 25 into
the tops of the posts 29. The resilient members
21 preferably are ‘fabricated frorm phosp‘lm
bronze but may bemade from nlckel-oilvel spring
stock, if desired.

In accordance with my invention, each’ of the
resilient members 24 preferably is so formed as
to provide. thereéon . two reed-engagmg areas’ 22
and 23 for the Téeds 24 with an mtermedlate
ﬁnger portlon 26 that. convemently is formed to
a coneave surface. The reeds -engaging ‘areas 22
and 23 of the’ res111ent members 21 ‘engage’ the
reéds, when motnted ifi the holder, adj acent’ thelr
tips as well as, ad;acent their’centers’'on the sxdes
thereof nearest the other ‘ends 'of the reeds.
miount the reeds- on. the holder if-is‘only neces-
sary ’co press the ﬁngers on ‘the- ﬁngex portmm

. of the resilient membels 24 which -causes the

reed-engaglng areas 22 and 23 ‘of ‘the resilient
members to'be: urged away from ‘the'web: 1 2; then
slip the reeds in between the resilient meribers
21 and the web 12° and ‘release the fingers: whlcn,
by virtue of the sprlng action ‘of the membem
21, causes the reed< -engaging: members to spring
back agamst the-reeds ‘and engage the same st
the areas indicated. The- ‘two point engagemsnt
of each-of the réeds by the resilient members: 24
chviatés warpage of the reeds-but the applied

foree ‘of- the resilient members 21 will:not’ dent

or ‘othérwise 'damage the ‘veeds.
‘While the shotvings-of ‘Figures 1-to 4 ‘ncluswe
depict a preferred embodiment of the invention
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as exemplified in a device for holding four in-
dividual reeds, it is to be understood that I am
not to be limited to such specific embodiment as
.the device can be constructed so as to retain
-any desired number of reeds. For example, and
ag shown in the modified embodiment of the in-
vention depicted in Figure 5 of the annexed draw-
_ings, the reed holder of my present invention can
comprise a base tii with an integral plate or
web {12 projecting from but one side thereof. In
this modification, the base {1{ is.thus divided
into but two sections 116 and {11, and on each
section a similar resilient.member 121 is pivotally
mounted by means of tubular posts 20 which
may be molded directly with the base {11 or which
can be inserted into perforations formed in the
bage. Suitable escutcheon pins {25 are press-
fitted into the tops of the posts 129 to hold- the
resilient members 121 against dislodgement. As
in the case of the exemplification of the inven-
tion shown in Figures 1 to 4 inclusive, each of
_ the resilient members {21 of the modification of
‘Figure 5 is so formed as to provide thereon two
reed-engaging areas 122 and 123 which yieldingly
. but firmly hold a reed 24 against the web 112
to maintain the reed always in a non-warped or
flat condition and free from all likelihood of
damage so as to present the reed always imme-
diately available with better playing qualities.
Tn accordance with my invention, the resilient
members 2f and 121 of the embodiments illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings are pref-
erably formed with elongated, concave finger por-
tions 26 and 126, respectively. By exerting pres-
sure of the fingers at the portions 26 and 123 of
these resilient members, the reed-engaging areas
thereof are urged away from the reeds to permit
withdrawal thereof from the holder. Itis obvious
that release of the fingers or pressure from the
finger portions of the resilient members will cause
the reed-engaging areas of such members to
spring back to their initial positions adjacent to
the webs 12 and {12 of the embodiments with the
reeds intermediate the resilient members and the
wehs. By holding the holders of my invention
in a horizontal position, it is clear that one or
more reeds may readily be placed or mounted
on the holder for retention by the resilient mem-
bers thereof, and just as readily withdrawn there-
from. .
“While not shown. in the annexed drawings, a
suitable cover may conveniently be provided for
the holder and wedge-fitted or otherwise fastened
to the plate 12 or 112 or, for that matter, to the
base 11 or 111 of the embodiments illustrated, as
the case may be. The cover affords the main-~
tenance of the reeds at a constant humidity in
all instances or situations, particularly since the
reeds are periodically withdrawn from the holder
and re-moistened for use and then replaced in
‘the holder. Maintenance of the reeds at con-

stant humidity minimizes the possibility of warp- )

ing of the reeds. The cover likewise insures
against likelihood of damage to the reeds by in-
advertent contact therewith or from deteriora-
tion by exposure to the air.

Since I have provided for engagement of each
of the reeds retained in the holder of my inven-
tion at the tips thereof as well as adjacent to
their centers, there is no likelihood that any of
the reeds can become warped as is normally the
case when moistened reeds are placed or mounted
in prior types of reed holders.. The resiliency of
‘the metal members 21 and 21 is such as firmly
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to hold the reeds against the web of the holders
in flattened positions and in such areas and
manner that they cannot possibly become
warped. Of course, any suitable form of resilient
members 21 and 121 can be pivotally mounted on
the bases of my improved holder as long as there
are provided thereon reed-engaging areas at least
at two points so that the reeds preferably will
be gripped or engaged at their tips as well as
adjacent to their centers to effect the object above
specified. The particular shape of the resilient
members 21 and 121 as shown in the annexed
drawings has been found most effective in ac-
complishing the purpose of preventing warpage
and therefore has been stated herein to be the
preferable embodiment of such members.

1t is to be understood that the appended claims
are to be accorded a range of equivalents com-
mensurate in scope with the advance made over
the prior art.

I claim:

1. A reed holder comprising a base, and reed-
retaining means on said base for releasably hold-
ing a plurality of reeds in non-warping positions
thereon, said means consisting of a plate extend-
ing normally from said base and dividing the
same into a plurality of sections; said plate pre-
senting a planar face to at least two sections, a

- pair of aligned tubular posts projecting normally
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from said base in each of said sections and ar-

-ranged in spaced relationship with respect to one

another as well as with respect to the planar faces
of said plate, a resilient member mounted on the
pair of aligned tubular posts in each section; each
of said resilient members consisting of an in-
wardly curved central portion for engagement
by a finger, inwardly and outwardly projecting
end portions, and a pair of ears positioned at each
end of said central curved portion overlying said
posts, and escutcheon pins piercing said ears and
fitted into said tubular posts to hold said resilient
members on said post; the free end of said pro-
jecting end portions normally terminating in the
plane of the planar face of said plate, pressure
applied at the curved central portion of each of
said members causing said end projecting por-
tions to be urged away from said plate while re-
lease of pressure on said curved portions causing
said end projecting portions to be urged toward
said plate whereby at least one reed can be re~-
leasably retained in a non-warping position on
said base between said plate and said end pro-
jecting portions of each resilient member in each
of said sections. ) .
2. A reed holder as defined in claim 1 wherein
said plate projects from opposite sides of said
hase normally thereto to increase the number-of
sections and the reed-retaining capacity of the
holder. :
MARVIN STANLEY KORSHAK.
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