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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Francis J. McMENA-
MIN, & citizen of the United States, and a resi-

- dent of the city of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
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sylvania, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hinges, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of the specifica-
tion.

My invention has relation to certain im-
provements in hinges, and more especially in
the construction of hinges employed in con-
nection .with folding writing-desks of that
class in which ahinged cover or closing panel
forms, when opened, a writing-table.

The principal object of my invention is to
so construct the hinge that it will serve as
an additional support for the folding panel
when the latter is open and in use, and a fur-
ther objeet of the invention is to so construct
the hinge that it may be placed in position
withont mortising or recessing the woodwork
to receive it and at the same time preserve a
close joint between the stationary part of the
desk and the hinged closing panel when in
both the open and the closed positions.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a desk-hinge construes-
ed in accordance with my invention. Fig. 2
is an elevation showing the hinge in the closed
position attached to portions of a desk strue-
ture, and Fig. 3is a similar view showing the
same in the open position.

Referring to the drawings, A represents
the stationary table portion of a desk or other
structure, and B a panel hinged thereto in
such manner that when in the position illus-
trated in Fig. 2 it acts as a closure for the
desk and when in the position illustrated in
Fig. 3 forms a writing-table. This class of
desk is one which is well known and is merely
used as an example in the present instance,
as the construction of hinge forming the sub-
jecet of the invention may be employed in
various other structures.

The two panels or leaves C C' of the hinge
are attached, respectively, to portions of the
desk by screws d, passing through longitudi-
nal slots e, arranged in the hinge-leaves for
the purpose of adjusting the hinge after the
screws have been inserted through the slots

into the woodwork, the length of the slots be-
ing sufficient to permit of the limited move-
ment of the leaves, so that they may be ad-
justed to the proper positions and firmly se-
cured in position by turning the screws very
tightly to bind the leaves on the surface of
the wood. '

The center of the pivot-pin ¢, which unites
the leaves together, is, as shown in Figs. 2and
3,in the same plane as the under surfaces of
the hinge-leaves, the line of the woodwork at
points between the hinges being shown by
dotted lines in said figures, so that whetheér
in an open or closed position the sections
which are united together will be in close
contact with each other and no céracks be left
through which papers might pass. - It will
be seen that the leaves of the hinge may be
attached to the surfaces of the desk-section,
the only portion of the latter which it is neec-
essary to cut away being the small areashown
by.dotted lines to accommodate the curved
meeting edges of the leaves which surround
the pivot-pin. ,

Each section of the hinge has secured to it
a projecting ear g, to which are pivoted arms
I ', connected together by a pivob-pin %,
which when the hinge is open is in the same
vertical plane as the pivot-pin ¢ of the two
leaves. Each arm H H' has a flat face R,
adapted to come into contact with the surface
of the hinge-leaf to whichitis attached when
the hinge is in the open position, and has
also a flat abutting face &/, the two flat faces
h' moving toward each other on the lines in-
dicated by thearrowson Fig.3 and coming into
intimate contact when the hinge assumes the
open position, and when these abutting faces
have moved into contact with each other it
is impossible to open the hinge any farther
or bend it backward without breaking some
of the pivot-pins, and the panel B may thus
support considerable extra weight without
the addition of any strain on the pivot-pin of
the hinge-leaves. _

‘When the hinge assumes the closed posi-
tion, the arms H H' will readily separate and
assume the position shown in Fig. 2, and
when moved to the open position the surfaces
h' k', coming into contact, will make any fur-
ther movement impossible.

Having thus described my invention, what
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I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The combination in a hinge, of the piv-
oted leaves, auxiliary arms pivoted to the re-
spective leaves and to each other, said arms
having abutting faces formed at their con-
nected ends above their mutual connecting-
pivot and adapted to come into contact with
each other when the hinge-leaves are opened
flat.

2. The combination in a hinge, of the two
leaves, a pivot-pin ¢, arranged in-the same
plane with the under surfaces of the hinge-
leaves when the latter are opened flat and to
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which said leaves are pivoted, and auxiliary
arms H, H', pivoted to the respective leaves
and to each other, said arms having abutting
faces 7/ formed at their ends at a point above
their mutual connecting-pivot and adapted
to come into contact with each other when
thehinge-leavesare opened flat, substantially
as specified.
In witness whereof I have hercunto set my
hand this 14th day of May, A. D. 1896.
FRANCIS J. MCMENADMIN.
Witnesses:
JNO. E. PARKER,
HorACE PETTIT.
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