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To all oobom it may concern’:

Be it known that I, WriuLiam HENRY
AsToN, a sub]ect of the Iuno of Great Brit-
ain, 1e31chn
New North Road London, England, have
invented new and useful Implovement@ in
Captive Golf Balls, of Whlch the following
is a specification.

This invention relates to omptwe golf
balls and has for its object ‘to provide golf
balls of this type of a cheap and simple con-
struction.

According to my invention T form a cap-

tive golf ball of india- rubber, gutta-percha.

or other suitable material or ,composition,
and I provide it with 4 tail of flexible ma-

terial which will serve to ret‘wd the ball i m‘
its flight.

This tail may be formed of a stmp of
leather or other suitable flexible material
connected at one end to the ball by being
passed into and secured in a diametral hole‘
therein.

. Or, the tail may be formed integral W1t11
the. ball and prefemblv of tqperlno form
decreasing towards its outer end and having
its inner end enrved so as to merge intg the
curved surface of the ball.

To further retard the flight of the bdll T

may provide thin pieces of lead or other

material which are-bound round the outer

end of the tail. Also a round or other piece.

or enlargement may be attached to or formed
integral with such outer end for use as

a tee to support the ball in position for

driving, the said piece or tee at the same
time serving to prevent the lead or the
like, where “such is used, from becoming
detached from the tail.

To enable the invention to be fully under-
stood T will describe it by reference to the
accompanying drawing, in which:— -

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a captive
golf Dball provided with a flexible tail in
accordance with the invention. _

Figure 2 is a view illustrating a modifi-
cation of the combined golf ball and tail.

Figure 3 is a sectional view of a golf ball
1llustmt1ng another modification and

Figure 4 is also a view of a golf ball illus-
trating a further modification.

@ is the golf ball proper formed of rubber
or other smtftble material of composition
and b is the ﬁemble tail with which T pro-

-at 46 Kag 1e Wharf Road,.

,m:e 4 is in the

Serial No. 619,229.. '

Vlde 1t and which tail will serve to retard
the ball in its ﬂloht When struck by a golf
club.

trated in Flgure 1, the tail 5 is formed of a
strip. of leather or other suitable flexible
material passing into a diametral hole in the
ball. ¢ and being secured therein in any
suitable way, for instance by being cemented
therein. In Figure 2, however, the tail b
is formed 1ntetrra1 with ‘the ball .a, that is

to say, the tail b. and. the exterior surface.
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In the aufmo"ement of my 1nvent10n illus-
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portions of the ball proper. are formed all’ »

In one piece of the .same material, as a.
In  both mrrangements'
the tail is shown of tapermd form decreas--

unitary structure.

ing tO'\V‘leS the outer end and in that illus-

trated in Fgure 2, the tail is curved at its -

inner rend.so as to merge, into the -curved
surface of the-ball and thus form a stronor
point -of attachment.

In Figure 2, T illustr rate at ¢ the thm piece.
“of le‘ld or other material which is bound .

round the outer end of the tail  to further
retard the flight of the ball and @ in this
figure indicates the piece or enlargement at
the said outer end of the tail to form a tee
and which serves also to prevent the lead

‘or the like ¢ from coming off the tail. :
Tn Figures 1 and 2 the piece d is made

with a flat base ¢ and a recess f in'its upper
surface to form the tee to-support the ball;

In this figure, the tee d'is shown as: being
formed separqtely from the tail & and se-
cured to the latter through the medium of
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- preparatory to the latter being driven, as .
indicated by the dotted lines in Figure 1.

90 -

a hole'in the tee, through which hole the end

of the tail is passed and isthen knotted Or,
the tee @ can be secured to the tail in any
other suitable way. Tn Figure 2, the tee d
is shown as being formed 1ntegral with the
tail: "As shown in Fig.
of the ball itself, the tail portion and. the tee

are formed all .in one piece of the same

material as a un1tary structure.
The.tee d can also be made round or of a
shape other than that indicated, and it may.

2, the outer surface -

100 -

be formed integral with the ball PIOpEr as.

indicated in’ Flgures 8-and 4, the tee in Flg- .
105 ..

ure 3 being in the form of a single projec-

tion oF foot g having a flat base A to make * .-

contact with the groutid, whilst that it Fig-

%orm of three 'pl'O]éCthDS’ v
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or feet ¢ having their bases in a common
plane.

7, Figure 2, is a sight indicating projec-
tion on the tail §, which, when. the ball «
connected therewith is supported on the tee-
piece at the end of the tail, is designed to be

directed upwardly as: indicated and serves

as a point at which the head of the golf
club is directed when striking the ball in the
direction indicated by the arrow and in the

line of the portion of the tail extending to

. suich projection.

a0

Claims: o : _

1. A captive golf ball comprising a ball
proper and a flexible tail for retarding the
ball in its flight, the exterior surface of the
ball' and said flexible tail being formed all
in one piece of the same material. '

2. A captive golf ball comprising a ball
sroper and a flexible tail for retarding the
ball in its flight, the exterior surface of the

ball' and said flexible tail being formed all

in one piece of the same material, and an
enlargement secured to the outer end of the
gdid tail .and provided with a ground en-
gaging portion and a ball supporting uppe:
surface, to’ constitute the tee for supporting
the ball in position; to be struck.

3. A captive golf ball comprising a ball
proper, a flexible tail for retarding the ball
in’ its flight, and an’ enlargemert at the end
of said tail remote from the ball, provided
with a ground engaging portion and.a ball
stupporting upper surface, forming a tee to
support the ball in' position to be struck, the
outer surface of the ball, said tail and said
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énlargeme\nt being formed all in one piece of
the same material.

4. A captive golf ball comprising a ball

proper, a flexible tail having one end per-
manently secured to the ball, said tail being
provided at its other end with an enlarge-

-ment having a ground éngaging surface and
a ball supporting upper surface, to form

a tee to support the ball in position to be
struck, said enlargement serving also as a
weight to increase ‘the retarding action of
the tail on the flight of the ball.

5. A captive golf ball comprising a: ball
proper, a flexible tail for retarding the ball
in.its flight, permanently secured to the ball,
and a sight indicating projection on the said
tail located adjacent to the ball and adapted
to be placéd in advance of the ball in the
line of its desired flight to assist the player
in striking the ball accurately.

6. A captive golt ball comprising a ball-

proper, a flexible tail having one end per-
manently secured to the ball, to retard its
flight, an enlargement secured to said tail
adjacent to its other end provided with &«
ground engaging portion and a ball sup-
porting upper surface, forming a tee to sup-

- port the ball in position to be struck, and a;
weight member comprising a piece of sheet 6

material bound around the said tail adja-
cent to said enlargement to retard the ball
in its flight, said enlargement preventing the
said weight member from becoming. disen-
gaged from the tail. .
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