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1Claim (Cl.287—58) 
This invention relates to locking devices,and 

particularly to a device of this type where Slid? 
able adjustment of the article on Whichit is uSed 
is desirable,forinstance,sweaterstretchers,trou 
ser creasers,and the like,and itis eSpecialy ad? 
.vantageous for the reason that the stretcher,0r 
creaser,can be easily and quickly iocked in pOSi? 
tionafterit has beeninsertedin thegarment and 
adjusted to the proper size?Another adyantage 
is that,while it afords a very secure lock Which 10 
cannot be accidentaly loosened,it can be very, 
easily and quickly unlocked and retracted and 
thus withdrawn from the garment by mereiy ex?? 
erting a slight pull. Further,it isso constructed 
thatit cannot get out of order,andis Simple and 
inexpensive to manufacture. - - * 

Whileitisto be understoodthatthis invention 
can be used on a great variety of articles whigh 
are adjustable asto size,for convenience I will 
describe my1ockas beingincorporatedina trou 
ser creaser. 
Fig.1 isa side elevation showing theinvention 

in unlocked p0Sition? 
Fig.2 is a similar view showing the lock as it 

appearsin lockedposition? 
Fig.3isa bottomview of the invention asillus 

tratedin Fig.2. 
Fig.4 is a vertical cross-section taken on line 

4?4 ofFig.3. - 
Tn the drawing,A and B designate strips of 

equal width,and preferably of some light weight 
material,forming either the top or bottom mem 
ber of the creaser,the strip A being Slidably po? 
sitioned above the strip B(Figs?1 and 2). Near 
its free end the strip B is bent so asto diverge 
from the strip A for a short distance,as ShOWn 
at 1,andsaidstrip is then bent to curve upWard? 
1y,asat 2,untilitagainslidably contactsthe Strip 
A fora slight distance,as at 3,and then at its 
outermost end said strip B again CurWes down 
wardly,as shown at 4. Thus,as will be Seen in 
Figs.1 and2,thestrips A and Bare spaced apart 
for a,short portion of their length,for a purp0Se 
tobehereinafterset out. 
A strip 5 is slidably mounted above the strip 

A,said strip 5 being of very slightly greater 
width than the strips A and B,and preferably 
being formed of the same material as the latter 
strips. Thestrip 5 is of such length asto extend 
from a point immediately adjacent the point 
where the strip B Starts to diverge,aS ShOWn at 
1,.and over the portion of the strips A and B 
where they are in contact at 3. At its ends the 
strip 5 is greatly widened to provide lateral ex 
tensions 6 and T,respectively. At the end of 
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the strip 5 Which lies above the strips A 3nd B 
adjacent the diverging section 1,the extensions 
6 are bent around the strips A.and B,and at the 
opposite end of the strip 5 the extenSiOns T are 
bent around the strips A and B where they con 
tact at 3. It Will be readily understood that the 
extensions 6.and thus serve to hold the Strips 
A and B in slidable contact,and the downwardly 
Curved portion ? of the strip B,keeps the free 
end of said strip from Slipping out Of the encir 
Cling extenSiOns T(See Figs,l and 2). - 
A Cylindrical member 8 is 100Sely mounted.be 

tween the Strips A and B within thespace formed 
by the curved portion 2 0f the Strip B,the diam 
.eter of said cylindrical member 8 being slightly 
1ess than the distance between the strips A and 
B at their point of Widest divergence,and Said 
cylindrical member 8 is provided with a retain 
ing knob 9 at each of its ends to retain it in 
position between the strips A and B. By refer 
ring to Fig,1 it Will be seen that a pull exerted 
on the Cylindrical member 8 Will have the efect 
of transmitting this pull t0 the free end of the 
strip B,thus accomplishing a Sliding mOvement 
of Said Strip With reSpect tO the strip A. 
Atthe freeend of thestrip A a retaining mem 

ber 10,preferably of the Same material as the 
parts heret0fore mentioned,is rigidly Secured to 
Said Strip and bent around the strips A.and B 
to hold them together insliding engagement,the 
member 10 also being Slidable on the strip B. 
In the draWing the retaining member is Shown 
as being Secured to the strip A by a Small pro 
tuberance f on said retaining member Which is 
forced into a c0rreSp0nding depreSSion in the 
strip A,but it is to be understood that these 
parts may be rigidly Secured t0gether in any 
Suitable manner. 
Suppose the CreaSer is to be used in a trouser 

1eg,It is positioned therein so that one of its 
ends haVing the above described locking assem 
bly is near the top of the trouser leg and the 
opposite end,also prOVided With a 10cking aSSem 
bly,is near the bottom of the leg. When it has 
been inserted,in order to extend the device to 
the desired width at either top or bottom it is 
only necessary to grasp the Strips A and B on 
either Side Of the locking aSSembly,one Strip 
in each hand,and eXert a gentle pull on Said 
strips in opposite directions. Since the strips A 
and B are slidably held together by the exten 
sions 6 and T of the strip 5,as above described, 
there is nothing to check their Sliding move 
ment until they have been draWn apart to Such 
an extent that the retaining member 10 and the 
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extension 6 meet,at which time the device 
will be expanded to its widest extent,where it 
may be locked in position aS Will be later de 
scribed,but ifit is desired to expand the device 
a shorter distance the motion of draWing the 
strips A and B apart may be Stopped at any 
desired point and the Strips locked in p0Sition. 
The locking operation is as follows:While the 

drawing apart movement is in progreSs,the Cy 
lindrical member 8 rests 100Sely in the Space 
formed by the strip A and the curved portion 2. 
of the strip B where said strips diverge most 
widely(Fig. 1). 
Sion the drawing apart movement is reversed and 
a pushing together movement is Substituted 
.therefor,which automatically moves the Cylin 
drical member 8 t0 a position betWeen the Strip 
A and the portion t of the strip B where the 
degree of divergence of the strips A and B is 
smaller,and the firmer the pushing movement, 
the more tightly said cylindrical member 8 be 
comes wedged between the strips A and B,Where 
itissecutely held by frictional engagement With 
said strips (?g.2)so that any further mOVe? 
ment of thestrips A and Bis impossible,and the 
device issecurely locked. This procedure is then 
repeated with the locking assembly at the Opp0? 
site end of the device so that it will properly 
fit the trouser leg. 
Suppose now it is desired to retract the device 

and withdraw it from the trouser leg. The Op? 
erator grasps the retaining member 10 in One 
hand and the Knobs 9 reSpectively betWeen the 
thumb and forefinger of the other hand. He 
exerts suficient pull on the knobs 9 to draw the 
cylindrical member.8 back into position between 
the strip A and the curved portion 2 of the strip 
B,where,it wiil be recalled,it is loosely mount 
ed,and then,still grasping the retaining mem? 
ber 10 and the knobs 9,he eXerts a pulling apart 
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2,340,118 
movement. It will be remembered that this, 
exerts a pull on the free end of the strip B by 
virtue of the mounting of the member 8 in the 
Curved portion 2 as previously described(Fig,1), 
Whilethe rigid attachment of the retaining mem 
ber 10 to the free end of the member A permits 
that end to be pulled in the 0pp0site direction, 
which operation,as will be readily seen,has the 
efect of draWingthe strips A and Bt0 a retracted 
position,in which position,when'the retracting 
0peration has been performed on the opp0Site 
end of the creasing device,said creasing device 
can be easily WithdraWn from the garment. 

I Claim: 
A locking aSSembly comprising Substantially 

parallel,Slidably associated Sections,one of Said 
sections near its free end diverging from the 
other 0f Said sections for a relatively Short dis 
tance and then Curving upWardly to rejoin Said 
Second Sectionin Slidable contact for a Short dis 
tance So that a Substantially triangular Space is 
formed betWeen Said Sections,Said Curving Sec 
tion ending in a downWardly bent retaining por 
tion,an element positioned adjacent the freeend 
of said diverging sections and slidable with re 
spect to the other section, said element being 
provided With a lateral extension at one of its 
endsto hold Said Sectionsin Slidable engagement 
at a point adjacent the point of divergence and? 
with a lateral extension at its…opposite end-to 
hold Said Sections in Slidable engagement Where 
said diverging section rejoins said other section, 
a Cylindrical member l00Sely mounted in the 
widest portion of said triangular space and 
adapted to be Wedged in a narrower portion 0f 
said triangular space,and a memberrigidly se 
cured to the other of Said Sections adjacent its 
free end to retain Said Sections in Sliding en 
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