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The invention aims to provide an unusually
simple, inexpensive and compact device which
may be readily carried in the user’s pocket or
handbag, and may be conveniently used for
quickly and easily opening letters.

The device includes a cutting blade to be in-
serted between the back of an envelope and the
portion of the flap adjacent the fold line of the
latter, the envelope and opening device being
relatively movable to cub said flap along said
fold line; and a further object is to provide said
opening device with. a {fransparent portion
through which the blade and envelope may be
clearly seen, to not only facilitate proper en-
trance of the blade, bubt to permit the user to
wateh said blade and keep it at the proper angle
to the envelope, for easy cutting.

A still further object is to provide a novel con-
struction which may be rapidly and inexpensively
manufactured, yet will be strong and durable.

Yet another aim is to provide a construction
which may be readily manufactured primarily
from modern plastic.

Figure 1 of the accompanying drawing is a top
plan view.

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view.

Figure 3 is an edge view looking in the direc-
tion indicated by the arrow A of Fig. 1.

Figure 4 is an edge view looking in the direction
indicated by the arrow B of Fig. 2.

Figure 5 is a sectional view on line 5—5 of
Fig. 1.

Figure 6 is an elevation showing the manner
of using the device.

A preferred construction has been illustrated
in the drawing and will be rather specifically de-
scribed, with the understanding, however, that
within the scope of the invention as claimed,
variations may be made,

A flat block T is provided, said block having
flat parallel upper and lower sides 8 and 9, and
an envelope-guiding edge 10. A shallow flat-
bottomed groove {{ is formed in the upper side 8

of the block 7, said groove being oblique to and

opening through the edge I8. An elongated cut-
ting blade {2 of the same width as the groove
11 is received throughout a portion of its length
in said groove I{, and projects throughout the
remainder of its length beyond the edge 10, plac-
ing the cutting edge 13 at a sharply acute angle
for easy cutting. Adjacent this cutting edge 13,
the edge 8 is preferably longitudinally concave
to some extent as indicated at 14, providing for
cutting of the paper envelope without any possi~
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2,,
bility of paper fibers beconiing wedged between
the cutting edge -of the blade and the block. T;

The upper side of the blade 12 is spaced down-
wardly from the upper side 8 of the block 7, as
seen in Fig. 5, and a spacing washer 15 lies upon
said blade, the upper side of said washer being
flush with said side 8 of the block 7. A top plate
16 lies upon the side 8 of the block T and projects

cyond the edge I8 of said block, and a bottom
plate 17 lies against the lower side 9 of said block
1 and also projects beyond said edge 10, the pro-
jecting portions of said plates providing a chan-
nel within which the effective portion of the blade
{2 is located. A screw or other fastener 18 ex-
tends through the side plates 16 and 17, the
washer I8, the blade 12 and the block T and se-
cures all of these parts tightly together, and an-
other screw 18 at a suitable location secures said
side plates and block together and prevents rela-
tive turning of them about the screw or the like
i8. .
The three parts 7, {6 and {71 are preferably
formed from modern plastic, and in the preferred
congtruction, both of the plates 16 and 1T are
transparent while the block 7 is opaque. This
block is preferably of some bright color, giving a
very attractive appearance to the article.

The device may be easily engaged with an
envelope as seen in Fig. 6 while holding said de-
vice in one hand and the envelope in the other,
and the transparency of the top plate 16 per-
mits easy guiding of the blade 12 between the
envelope back and the portion of the flap ad-
Jacent the fold-line of the latter. Then, by pull-
ing the envelope to the right with respect to the
opening device, the flap will be cleanly cut along
said fold-line. Better results are of course at-
tainable if the cutting device be kept at the proper
angle with respect to the envelope. 'To aid in
doing this, I preferably provide the top plate 16
with a score line 20 to be kept in line with the
fold-line of the flap during the envelope opening
operation. .

From the foregoing taken in connection with
the accompanying drawing, it will be seen that
novel and advantageous provision has been made
for carrying out the objects of the invention, and
while preferences have been disclosed, attention
is again invited to the possibility of making varia~
tions within the scope of the invention as claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A letter opener comprising a block having
an envelope~guiding edge and a flat side extend-
ing to said edge, said flat side having a shallow
groove oblique to said edge and opening through
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the same, a cutting blade in said groove and pro-
jecting beyond said edge, the outer side of said
blade being spaced inwardly from said flat side
of said block, a spacing washer lying against said
outer side of said blade, the outer side of said
washer being flush with said flat side of said
block, a side plate lying against said flat side of
said block and projecting beyond said edge, a
fastener extending through said side plate, said
washer, and said blade and securing them to said
block, and a second side plate connected with
said block and projecting beyond said edge in
substantially parallel relation with the projecting
portion of the aforesaid side plate.

2. A letter opener comprising a flat block hav-
ing substantially parallel sides and an envelope-
guiding edge, one of said sides of said block hav-

ing an elongated shallow groove oblique to said

edge and opening through the same, an elongated
cutting blade in said groove and projecting be~
yond said edge, the outer side of said blade being
spaced inwardly from said one of said sides of
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said block, & spacing washer lying against said
outer side of said blade, the outer side of said
washer being flush with said one of said sides of
said block, side plates lying against said sides of
said block and projecting beyond said edge, oné
of said plates contacting with said outer side of
said washer, and a fastener extending through
said block, said blade, said washer and said side

plates. . ) _
WALLACE FREDERICK KEISER.
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