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CIRCUIT BOARD SURFACE STRUCTURE 
AND FABRICATION METHOD THEREOF 

0001. This application is a Divisional of and claims prior 
ity to U.S. application Ser. No. 12/043,597 filed Mar. 6, 2008 
the contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present invention relates generally to a circuit 
board surface structure and fabrication method thereof, and 
more particularly to a method of forming conductive ele 
ments on electrically connecting pads on a circuit board Sur 
face structure for electrically connecting with an external 
device. 
0004 2. Description of Related Art 
0005 According to flip-chip technology nowadays, an IC 
semiconductor chip has electrode pads disposed on an active 
Surface thereof, an organic circuit board has electrically con 
necting pads corresponding to the electrode pads. A solder 
structure or other conductive adhesive material is formed 
between the electrode pads of the semiconductor chip and the 
electrically connecting pads of the circuit board for providing 
electrical and mechanical connection between the semicon 
ductor chip and the circuit board. 
0006. As shown in FIG. 1, flip-chip technology involves 
forming a plurality of metal bumps 11 on surfaces of the 
electrode pads 12 of a semiconductor chip 13, and forming a 
plurality of pre-solder structures 14 made of solder on Sur 
faces of electrically connecting pads 15 of a circuit board 16. 
At a reflow temperature sufficient to melt the pre-solderstruc 
tures 14, the pre-solder structures 14 are reflowed to form 
solder joints 17 on the metal bumps 11. Then, an underfill 
material 18 is filled between the semiconductor chip 13 and 
the circuitboard 16 so as to ensure integrity and reliability of 
electrical connection between the semiconductor chip 13 and 
the circuit board 16. 
0007 FIGS. 2A to 2D are cross-sectional views showing a 
conventional stencil printing method for depositing Solder 
material on electrically connecting pads of a circuit board. As 
shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, a circuit board 20 having electri 
cally connecting pads 201 on a Surface thereof is provided. A 
solder mask layer 21 is a photoimagable polymer coated on 
the surface of the circuitboard 20 and a mask 22 is formed on 
the Solder mask layer 21. The mask 22 has opaque regions 22a 
corresponding to the electrically connecting pads 201 Such 
that by exposure and development, openings 210 can be 
formed in the solder mask layer 21 to expose the electrically 
connecting pads 201. However, in the exposure process, due 
to diffraction, light is deflected toward regions under the 
opaque regions 22a, thus forming light deflection path S as 
shown in FIG.2A. As a result, part of the solder mask layer 21 
under the opaque regions 22a is exposed to the light, which 
makes the openings 210 formed later through the develop 
ment process have a tapered downward shape with wide top 
and narrow bottom. As shown in FIG. 2C, a stencil 23 having 
a plurality of grids 23a is disposed on the surface of the circuit 
board 20, wherein the grids 23a correspond in position to the 
electrically connecting pads 201. Solder material is applied to 
a surface of the stencil 23. Then, a roller 24 is rolled back and 
forth on the stencil 23 such that the solder material is disposed 
in the grids 23a of the stencil 23. Alternatively, a spraying 
method can be used to dispose the Solder material in the grids 

Jul. 12, 2012 

23a. The stencil 23 is removed, and then solder (not shown) is 
formed on the electrically connecting pads 201. Afterward, as 
shown in FIG. 2D, a reflow-soldering process is performed at 
the reflow temperature such that the solder is reflowed to form 
solder bumps 25 on the electrically connecting pads 201 of 
the circuitboard 20. Thus, solder structures are formed on the 
circuit board by stencil printing technology. 
0008 To meet the demand for miniaturized, multi-func 
tion electronic products, circuit boards feature increasingly 
crowded circuits and increasingly thin layers. Hence, high 
density, multi-pin packages have to come with reduced circuit 
width and small electrically connecting pads. Therefore, with 
a reducing pitch between circuits such as electrically connect 
ing pads, openings in the Solder mask layer on the electrically 
connecting pads are becoming Smaller. As a result, the contact 
area between the solder structures to be formed later and the 
electrically connecting pads is reduced. Thus, the Solder 
structures cannot be easily formed on the surfaces of the 
electrically connecting pads, and requirement for fine pitch 
between electrically connecting pads of advanced electronic 
products cannot be met. 
0009. Each of the openings 210 in the solder mask layer 21 

is tapered downward and therefore has a wide top and a 
narrow bottom, and thus each of the solder bumps 25 has a 
wide top and a narrow bottom. As a result, a reduced contact 
area between the solder bumps 25 and the electrically con 
necting pads 201 accompanies reduced bonding between the 
solder bumps 25 and the electrically connecting pads 201. 
Furthermore, the solder bumps 25 in the openings 210 have 
no embedding structure, and thus the solder bumps 25 are 
likely to detach from the openings 210. 
0010. Therefore, there is a need to provide a circuit board 
surface structure and a fabrication method thereof that can 
facilitate forming of solderstructures on electrically connect 
ing pads of a circuit board so as to meet requirement for fine 
pitch between electrically connecting pads of advanced elec 
tronic products. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0011. According to the above drawbacks, an objective of 
the present invention is to provide a circuit board surface 
structure and a fabrication method thereof so as to strengthen 
bonding between conductive elements and electrically con 
necting pads on a circuit board. 
0012 Another objective of the present invention is to pro 
vide a circuitboard surface structure and a fabrication method 
thereof so as to meet requirement for fine pitch between 
electrically connecting pads of advanced electronic products. 
0013. In order to attain the above and other objectives, the 
present invention provides a circuit board Surface structure 
which comprises: a circuit board having a plurality of elec 
trically connecting pads formed on at least one surface 
thereof; first and second insulating protective layers formed 
on the Surface of the circuit board in sequence; first and 
second openings respectively formed in the first and second 
insulating protective layers to expose the electrically connect 
ing pads on the surface of the circuit board, wherein the first 
and second openings are tapered upward, and the diameter of 
the first openings is bigger than that of the second openings; 
and conductive elements formed in the first and second open 
ings on Surfaces of the electrically connecting pads. 
0014. The first and second insulating protective layers 
have different composition ratios, the composition ratio of 
photo-polymerization material (such as an acrylate-based 
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material) in the first insulating protective layer is Smaller than 
the composition ratio of photo-polymerization material in the 
second insulating protective layer. In other words, while both 
the first and second insulating protective layers are made of a 
photosensitive polymer, the first insulating protective layer 
features presence or absence of a solder resisting effect, and 
the second insulating protective layer features presence of a 
solder resisting effect. 
0.015 The conductive elements can be solder or metal 
bumps, wherein the solder is made of one selected from the 
group consisting of Pb, Sn, Ag, Cu, Au, Bi, Sb, Zn, Ni, Zr, Mg, 
In, Te, and Ga. The metal bumps are made of copper. 
0016. The circuit board surface structure according to the 
present invention further comprises a conductive layer 
between the electrically connecting pads and the conductive 
elements. The conductive layer is made of one selected from 
the group consisting of Cu, Sn, Ni, Cr, Ti, and Cu-Cr alloy. 
Alternatively, the conductive layer can be made of a conduc 
tive polymer. 
0017. The present invention further discloses a fabrication 
method of a circuit board Surface structure, which comprises: 
providing a circuit board with at least one surface formed with 
a plurality of electrically connecting pads; forming on the 
surface of the circuit board a first insulating protective layer 
and a second insulating protective layer in sequence; forming 
first openings and second openings penetrating the first and 
second insulating protective layers respectively so as to 
expose the electrically connecting pads on the surface of the 
circuit board, wherein the first and second openings are 
tapered upward, and the diameter of the first openings is 
bigger than that of the second openings; and forming conduc 
tive elements on Surfaces of the electrically connecting pads 
in the first and second openings. 
0018. The first and second insulating protective layers 
have different composition ratio, the composition ratio of 
photo-polymerization material (such as an acrylate-based 
material) in the first insulating protective layer is Smaller than 
the composition ratio of photo-polymerization material in the 
second insulating protective layer. While both the first and 
second insulating protective layers are made of a photosen 
sitive polymer, the first insulating protective layer features 
presence or absence of a solder resisting effect, and the sec 
ond insulating protective layer features presence of a solder 
resisting effect. 
0019. The method for fabricating the conductive elements 
comprises: forming a conductive layer on a surface of the 
second insulating protective layer and in the first and second 
openings; forming a resist layer on the conductive layer and 
forming third openings in the resist layer to expose the con 
ductive layer on Surfaces of the electrically connecting pads; 
forming conductive elements in the third openings on the 
Surface of the electrically connecting pads by electroplating: 
and removing the resist layer and the conductive layer cov 
ered by the resist layer. 
0020. The conductive layer is made of one of the group 
consisting of Cu, Sn, Ni, Cr, Ti and Cu Cr alloy. Alterna 
tively, the conductive layer can be made of a conductive 
polymer. 
0021. The conductive elements can be solder or metal 
bumps. The solder is made of one selected from the group 
consisting of Pb, Sn, Ag, Cu, Au, Bi, Sb, Zn, Ni, Zr, Mg, In, 
Te, and Ga. The metal bumps are made of copper. The resist 
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layer is formed on the conductive layer by printing, spin 
coating, or attaching, and patterned by exposure and devel 
opment. 
0022. Alternatively, the conductive elements of solder can 
beformed in the first and second openings by stencil printing. 
0023 Therefore, the fabrication method of a circuitboard 
Surface structure according to the present invention mainly 
comprises forming a first and a second insulating protective 
layers of different composition ratios on a Surface of a circuit 
board having electrically connecting pads so as to make the 
first openings have bigger diameter than the second openings 
and make the first and second openings have positive taper 
shape with narrow top and wide bottom, thereby strengthen 
ing the bonding of the conductive elements in the first and 
second insulating protective layers. Accordingly, the present 
invention solves the conventional problem that the conductive 
elements cannot be easily attached to surface of the electri 
cally connecting pads and meets requirement for fine pitch 
between electrically connecting pads of high-end electronic 
products. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0024 FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a conventional 
flip chip structure; 
0025 FIGS. 2A to 2D are cross-sectional views showing a 
conventional stencil printing method for depositing Solder 
material on electrically connecting pads of a circuit board; 
0026 FIGS. 3A to 3H are cross-sectional views showing a 
fabrication method of a circuitboard surface structure accord 
ing to the present invention; and 
0027 FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing a stencil 
printing method for forming conductive elements of the cir 
cuit board Surface structure according to the present inven 
tion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0028. The following illustrative embodiments are pro 
vided to illustrate the disclosure of the present invention, 
these and other advantages and effects can be apparent to 
those skilled in the art after reading the disclosure of this 
specification. 
0029. A main characteristic of the present invention is a 

first and a second insulating protective layers having different 
composition ratios are formed on a Surface of a circuit board 
So as to facilitate forming of first and second openings having 
different diameters in the first and second insulating protec 
tive layers. Thus, conductive elements can be formed in the 
first and second openings by electroplating or stencil printing 
and firmly bonded in the first and second openings. 
0030 FIGS. 3A to 3H are cross-sectional views showing a 
fabrication methodofa circuitboard surface structure accord 
ing to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. 
0031 Referring to FIG. 3A, a circuit board 31 that has 
undergone a circuit patterning process is provided. The circuit 
board 31 has a plurality of electrically connecting pads 311 
formed on at least one Surface thereof, and meanwhile a 
plurality of conductive circuits (not shown) can beformed on 
the circuitboard 31. Various techniques in the prior art can be 
used to form the conductive circuits and the electrically con 
necting pads on the circuit board. Since the techniques are 
well known in the art and not characteristic of the present 
invention, detailed description thereof is omitted. 
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0032. As shown in FIG. 3B, a first insulating protective 
layer 32 is formed on the surface of the circuit board 31 
having the electrically connecting pads 311. In the present 
embodiment, the first insulating protective layer 32 can be 
formed on the surface of the circuit board 31 by printing, spin 
coating, or attaching. 
0033. Then, as shown in FIG. 3C, a second insulating 
protective layer 33 is formed on the first insulating protective 
layer 32. In the present embodiment, the second insulating 
protective layer 33 can be formed on a surface of the first 
insulating protective layer 32 by printing, spin coating, or 
attaching. 
0034. In the present invention, the first and second insu 
lating protective layers 32, 33 have different composition 
ratios, wherein the composition ratio of photo-polymeriza 
tion material (such as an acrylate-based material) in the first 
insulating protective layer 32 is Smaller than the composition 
ratio of photo-polymerization material in the second insulat 
ing protective layer 33. While both the first and second insu 
lating protective layers 32, 33 are made of a photosensitive 
polymer, the first insulating protective layer 32 features pres 
ence or absence of a solder resisting effect, and the second 
insulating protective layer 33 features presence of a solder 
resisting effect. 
0035. As shown in FIG. 3D, an exposure process is per 
formed to the first and second insulating protective layers 32, 
33 at positions corresponding to the electrically connecting 
pads 311 on the surface of the circuit board 31. As the com 
position ratio of the photo-polymerization material in the first 
insulating protective layer 32 is Smaller than the composition 
ratio of the photo-polymerization material in the second insu 
lating protective layer 33, the second insulating protective 
layer 33 is much easier to harden upon exposure to light. Then 
through a development process, first openings 320 and sec 
ond openings 330 are respectively formed in the first and 
second insulating protective layers 32.33 to expose surface of 
the electrically connecting pads 311. Therein, the first and 
second openings 320, 330 have positive taper shape with 
narrow top and wide bottom, and diameter of the first open 
ings 320 is bigger than that of the second openings 330, 
thereby exposing much bigger contact area of the electrically 
connecting pads 311. 
0036) As shown in FIG. 3E, a conductive layer 34 is 
formed on a Surface of the second insulating protective layer 
33, in the first and second openings 320, 330 and on surfaces 
of the electrically connecting pads 311 So as to function as a 
current conductive path for an electroplating process to be 
performed later. The conductive layer 34 can be made of a 
metal material, an alloy or formed by depositing several metal 
layers. For example, the conductive layer 34 may be made of 
one of the group consisting of Cu, Sn, Ni, Cr, Ti and Cu—Cr 
alloy. Alternatively, the conductive layer 34 may be made of 
a conductive polymer material Such as polyacetylene, polya 
niline or organosulfur polymer. 
0037 Referring to FIG. 3F, a resist layer 35 is formed on 
the circuit board 31 and third openings 350 are formed in the 
resist layer 35 corresponding in position to the electrically 
connecting pads 311 So as to expose the conductive layer 34 
on the surfaces of the electrically connecting pads 311. The 
resist layer 35 may be made of a dry film photoresist or a 
liquid photoresist, which is formed on the surface of the 
conductive layer 34 by printing, spin coating, or attaching, 
and patterned by exposure and development to form the third 

Jul. 12, 2012 

openings 350. The diameter of the third openings 350 is 
bigger than that of the second openings 330. 
0038 Referring to FIG. 3G, with the conductive layer 34 
exhibiting conductivity and therefore functioning as an elec 
trical conduction path, an electroplating process is performed 
to the circuit board 31 so as to electroplate and form conduc 
tive elements 36, which are implemented as solder or metal 
bumps, on the electrically connecting pads 311 in the third 
openings 350 of the resist layer 35. The solder is made of one 
selected from the group consisting of Pb, Sn, Ag, Cu, Au, Bi, 
Sb., Zn, Ni, Zr, Mg, In, Te, and Ga. The metal bumps are made 
of copper. The first and second openings 320,330 are tapered 
upward, so as to provide a relatively great contact area 
between the electrically connecting pads 311 and the conduc 
tive elements 36. The upwardly-tapered first and second 
openings 320, 330 enable the conductive elements 36 to be 
embedded in the first and second insulating protective layers 
32, 33, thus strengthening the bonding between the conduc 
tive elements 36 and the corresponding electrically connect 
ing pads 311 and efficiently preventing detachment of the 
conductive elements 36 from the surfaces of the electrically 
connecting pads 311. 
0039. As shown in FIG. 3H, the resist layer 35 and the 
conductive layer 34 covered by the resist layer 35 are 
removed. Since the removing process is well known in the art, 
detailed description thereof is omitted herein. 
0040 Alternatively, referring to FIG. 4, conductive ele 
ments 36' such as solder are formed in the first and second 
openings 320, 330 by a stencil printing process. 
0041. Therefore, the fabrication method of a circuitboard 
Surface structure according to the present invention mainly 
comprises forming a first and a second insulating protective 
layers of different composition ratios on a Surface of a circuit 
board having electrically connecting pads, such that the first 
openings have a bigger diameter than the second openings, 
and each of the first and second openings is tapered upward, 
thereby strengthening the bonding of the conductive elements 
in the first and second insulating protective layers and pre 
venting detachment of the conductive elements from the Sur 
faces of the electrically connecting pads so as to meet require 
ment for fine pitch between electrically connecting pads of 
advanced electronic products. 
0042. The above descriptions of the detailed embodiments 
merely serve to illustrate the preferred implementation 
according to the present invention, and it is not intended to 
limit the scope of the present invention. Accordingly, all 
modifications and variations completed by those with ordi 
nary skill in the art should fall within the scope of present 
invention defined by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A fabrication method of a circuitboard surface structure, 

comprising: 
providing a circuitboard having at least one Surface formed 

with a plurality of electrically connecting pads; 
forming on the Surface of the circuit board a first insulating 

protective layer and a second insulating protective layer 
in sequence; 

forming first openings and second openings penetrating the 
first and second insulating protective layers respectively 
So as to expose the electrically connecting pads on the 
surface of the circuitboard, wherein each of the first and 
second openings is tapered upward, and the first open 
ings have a greater diameter than the second openings; 
and 
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forming conductive elements on Surfaces of the electrically 
connecting pads in the first and second openings. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second 
insulating protective layers have different composition ratios. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the composition ratio of 
photo-polymerization material in the first insulating protec 
tive layer is Smaller than the composition ratio of photo 
polymerization material in the second insulating protective 
layer. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein photo-polymerization 
material in the first and second insulating protective layers is 
an acrylate-based material. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein the first insulating 
protective layer features one of presence and absence of a 
solder resisting effect, and the second insulating protective 
layer features presence of a solder resisting effect. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein a method for fabricating 
the conductive elements comprises: 

forming a conductive layer on a surface of the second 
insulating protective layer and in the first and second 
openings: 

forming a resist layer on the conductive layer and forming 
third openings in the resist layer to expose the conduc 
tive layer on the electrically connecting pads; and 
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forming conductive elements on the electrically connect 
ing pads in the first, second, and third openings by elec 
troplating. 

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising removing the 
resist layer and the conductive layer covered by the resist 
layer. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein each of the conductive 
elements is one of Solder and a metal bump. 

9. The method of claim8, wherein the solder is made of one 
selected from the group consisting of Pb, Sn, Ag, Cu, Au, Bi, 
Sb., Zn, Ni, Zr, Mg, In, Te, and Ga. 

10. The method of claim8, wherein the metal bump is made 
of Cu. 

11. The method of claim 6, wherein the resist layer is one of 
a dry film photoresist and a liquid photoresist. 

12. The method of claim 6, wherein the resist layer is 
formed on a surface of the conductive layer by a method 
selected from the group consisting of printing, spin coating, 
and attaching, and patterned by exposure and development. 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the conductive ele 
ments are formed by Stencil printing. 

c c c c c 


