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This invention relates to improvements in 
labeling machines and has particular reference 
to means for distributing glue to cans and other 
objects passing through the labeling machine. 
A further object is to produce a device of this 

character which may be employed with the stand 
ard labeling machine without materially altering 
its construction. 
A further object is to produce a device of this 

character which will deliver glue to the surface of 
the can or other object being labeled, irrespective 
of its contour, as for instance, a dented can. 

Other objects and advantages will be apparent 
during the course of the following description. 

in the accompanying drawings forming a part 
Of this Specification and in which like numerals 
are enlployed to designate like parts throughout 
the sane, 

Fig. is a side elevation of a labeling maching 
having my invention applied thereto; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged top plan view of my glue 
distributing mechanism and on an enlarged scale; 

Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view taken on the 
line -3 of Fig. 2. 

In applying labels to cans, bottles, and similar 
objects, it is customary to have these objects roll 
dOWn an incline and to then be engaged by a mov 
ing belt Which rolls the object across a Support 
where glue is applied thereto by revolving rollers. 
This arrangement is not entirely satisfactory for 
the reason that a great many cans are dented, 
Which is particularly true of large size cans, 
wherein the vacuum within the can draws the side 
invardly, sometimes producing very big dents 
or hollows. Therefore, an ordinary roller will 
not enter these dents, and, consequently, a label 
Will not be properly glued to the can or other 
object. 
With my device I employ a plurality of glue ap 

plying fingers which will follow the contour of 
the can as it passes thereover. 

In the accompanying drawings wherein for the 
plurpose of illustration is shown a preferred en 
bodiment of my invention, the numeral 5 desig 
raates a labeling machine as a whole having my 
invention applied thereto which is designated in 
Fig. by the letter A. The cans to be labeled 
are designated in dotted iiies at B and engage a 
conveyor belt 6 which rolls the cans along as 
shown in Fig. 3. The can passes over Supporting 
rails mounted above a receptacle 8 in which 
glue is placed and heated in any convenient main 
ner. Within the receptacle 8 I place a pump 9 
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(C. 9-12) 
which delivers glue from the receptacle to a T 
and from One side of this T through a pipe 2 to 
a manifold pipe 3, mounted above the receptacle 
and having ports 4 formed therein, which ports 
register With pipes 6 carried upon the rocker 
arms and having the tip of the pipe extend 
ing through the rocker arm so as to form an 
applicator 8. One end of the rocker arm is 
held by a spring 9, as best illustrated in Fig. 3. 
A by-pass pipe is shown at 2 in which is lo 
cated a by-pass valve 22. 
The result of this construction is that when my 

device is applied to a labeling machine and the 
Same is in operation, glue will be pumped by 
the pump 9 into the pipe 2, into the manifold 
f3. If the pipes 6 are in alignment with the 
ports A4, the glue will be forced through the pipes 
6, out of the applicators 8, and into contact 

With anything passing over the applicator. The 
Springs 9 tend to swing the rocker arms. 7 up 
Wardly when a can is out of contact with the ap 
plicators and in this manner the ports 4 are 
shut off, and no glue is expelled. As soon as 
the can rolls over the applicator, the glue is ex 
pelled therefrom and applied to the can during 
its movement thereover. 

It Will be apparent that this hinged arrange 
ment permits the applicator to enter any de 
pressions which may be formed in the Surface of 
the can. It is also apparent that when the 
ports f4 are closed, the pump will deliver the glue 
through the by-pass valve 22 and pipe 2 back 
into the receptacle. 

It is to be understood that the form of my in 
vention herewith shown and described is to be 
taken as a preferred example of the same and 
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that various changes relative to the material, size, 
shape and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the Spirit of the in 
Vention or the scope of the subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
... In a device of the character described, a 

receptacle, a pump positioned therein, a manifold 
mounted thereabove, pivoted members supported 
on said manifold means for conveying objects 
above the pivoted members and in engagement 
therewith, means for discharging material from 
said manifold to a point adjacent the extremity 
of said pivoted members, whereby an object en 
gaging the point of discharge will receive a de 
posit therefrom. 

2. In a device of the character described, a re 
ceptacle, a manifold positioned above Said recep 
tacle and having ports formed therein, a plural 
ity of rocker arms mounted on said manifold 
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means for conveying objects above the pivoted 
members and in engagement therewith, a pipe 
carried by each of said rocker arms and capable 
of being moved into registry with said ports, each 
of said pipes terminating in an applicator end 
adjacent the end of said rocker arms, means for 
normally maintaining Said rocker arms in the 
path of novernent of the object noving through 
the cord of an arc of the pivotal action of Said 
rocker arms, and means for delivering material 
from said receptacle to and through said mani 
fold. 

3. In a device of the character described, a 
receptacle, a manifold positioned above said re 
ceptacle and having ports formed therein, a plu 
ality of rocker arms mounted on said manifold 
means for conveying objects above the pivoted 
members and in engagement therewith, a pipe 
carried by each of said rocker arms and capable 
of being moved into registry with Said ports, each 
of said pipes terminating in an applicator end 
adjacent the end of said rocker arms, means for 
normally maintaining said rocker arms into the 
path of movement of the object moving through 
the cord of an arc of the pivotal action of said 
rocker arms, means for delivering material from 
Said receptacle to and through said manifold, 
and by-pass means for relieving the flow of ma 
terial. When Said pipes are out of registry With 
Said portS. 

4. In a device of the character described, con 
prising a frame, means for conveying objects in 
a continuous stream therein, a plurality of inde 
pendently movabie applicator members spring 
held in engagement with the objects on the con 
veying means, and means for Supplying adhe 
Sive material to said applicator members. 

5. In a device of the character described, con 
prising a frame, means for conveying objects in 
a continuous stream therein, a manifold below 
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the conveying means, a plurality of independent 
movable applicator members carried by the man 
ifold and spring held in engagement with the 
objects, and means for supplying adhesive ma 
terial to said manifold to supply the applicator 
Ihembers with adhesive material. 

6. In a device of the character described, com 
prising a frame, means for conveying objects in 
a continuous horizontal stream therein, a mani 
fold below the conveying means, a plurality of 
independently movable applicator members re 
ceiving adhesive material from the manifold and 
Spring held in engagement With the objects on 
the conveyor, and means for Supplying adhesive 
material to the manifold under pressure. 

7. In a device of the character described, con 
prising a frame, means for conveying objects in 
a continuous horizontal plane therein, a mani 
fold below said conveying means, a plurality of 
independently movable applicator members re 
ceiving adhesive material from the manifold and 
Spling held in engagement with the objects, inde 
pendent means carried by each applicator mem 
ber for cutting off the Supply of adhesive mate 
rial thereto, and means for supplying adhesive 
material to the manifold under pressure. 

8. In a device of the character described, com 
rising a frame, means for conveying objects in 

a continuous stream therein, a manifold carried 
by the frame below the conveying means, a plu 
rality of independently movable applicator mem 
bel's pivotally mounted upon said manifold and 
having ports registering with ports in the mani 
fold for allowing the adhesive material to pass 
to the applicator members when the same are in 
their downward position, spring means for hold 
ing Said applicator members in engagement with 
the objects on the conveying means, and means 
for Supplying adhesive material to said mani 
fold under pressure. 

HOADLEY JOHNSON. 
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