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(54) Balloon-actuated stent with interlocking elements

(57)  Apparatus for stenting a vessel comprises a
stent having a lattice of interconnecting elements defin-
ing a substantially cylindrical configuration having a first
open end and a second open end wherein the lattice is
movable between a closed configuration and an open
configuration. In one embodiment, the stent includes a
plurality of interlocking bridges. In a second embodi-
ment, the stent includes a plurality of interlocking struts.
The apparatus further includes a catheter having an in-
ner sleeve and an expandable member on the inner

sleeve wherein the expandable member is movable be-
tween a collapsed state and an expanded state. For ei-
ther embodiment, the stent is secured to the catheter
over the expandable member when the expandable
member is in the collapsed state and the stent is in the
locked configuration. The stent is separated from the
catheter when the expandable member is in the expand-
ed state and the stent is in the open configuration. A
method for stenting the vessel includes deploying both
stent embodiments at a desired location within a vessel.
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