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8 Claims. 

The present invention relates to an improve 
ment in Surfacing unitS or blocks which are em 
ployed in construction work, such as, building and 
p3, Wing, and particularly pertains to Such Surfac 
ing material as, floor planking which is resilient 
in character and adapted to be secured in place 
Without being impaired by traffic strains. 

Surfacing material of a resilient character has 
a tendency, under the impact of trafic loads, to 
creep and loosen from the sub-structure to which 
it is applied and attached, thereby causing rapid 
deterioration to both the material and the Sub 
Structure. Warious fastening means, such as, 
cement, nails and the like, have been employed 
for attaching the Surfacing to the Sub-structure, 
but none have proved Satisfactory since they 
focus the strain at the points to which the fas 
teining means are applied. 
In the present invention attaching means are 

provided on the surfacing material and the Sub 
Structure, both of which are composed of com 
positions that permit creeping of the surfac 
ing material Without affecting the union between 
the two layers. The Sub-structure is composed 
of a bituininous coin position which is Semi-rigid, 
and to this a resilient covering of Such compo 
Sition as rubier is attached by means of inter 
locking tongues and grooves. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Fig. is a perspective view of a floor and Wall 

COvering; 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a unit with part 

of the Surface covering removed; 
Fig. 3 is a modified form of the invention; and 
Fig. 4 is a floor Section showing the Surfacing 

covering arranged to effect a design. 
More Specifically described my Surfacing unit 

2 comprises a base Section 3 and a facing section 
4 Secured together by means of tongues 5 and 
grooves 6, which may be forlined. On each of the 
Sections. The tongues and grooves may be ar 
ranged. So that the Sections may be nated with 
the edges flush (FigS. 2 and 3) or arranged to 
off-set the edges, whereby the units may be laid 
in a wall or floor construction in overlapping 
relation. 

Base section 3 is preferably of a bituminous 
composition comprising a bituminous binder, 
mineral matter, and fiber in varying proportions, 
depending upon the desired degree of elasticity. 
The bituminous binder preferably ranges from 
50 to 60 per cent, but may be as low as 30 or 40 
per cent. Fiber and mineral matter, in any pro 
portion, is incorporated in the binder. The fiber 

(C. 94-3) 

tleness at low temperature. The fiber may be 
eliminated. 
The facing section 4 is composed of rubber. 

Where a more elastic surface is required the 
rubber content predominates, but where ductility 
is not objectionable a ductile ingredient may pre 
dominate. Conventional rubber compounding 
ingredientS may be employed in making the fac 
ingS, and these may be made in colors and of 
irregular shapes in order to be laid in design 
(Fig. 4) on the base Sections. 

In laying the blocks the sections may first be 
connected as a unit by interfitting the dovetailed 
faces, or the base sections may first be laid, after 
which the facing sections will then be applied. 
Because of the elasticity of the facings, the en 
larged heads of the projections are adapted to 
yield for springing into place in the grooves. 
When laid the facingS tightly engage the base 
sections, and are held Secure, irrespective of any 
creeping that may take place between the men 
bers. Such creeping as may occur takes place 
without impairment to the interlocking and fas 
tening of the sections. The units may be at 
tached to any Sub-Structure. 

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 4, the 
base Section 7 is in the form of a T to provide 
ears 8 over which facing 9 extends by means 
of marginal flanges 10. 

It Will be understood that the detailed descrip 
tion is for the purpose of illustrating Specific 
embodiments. Various changes and modifica 
tions may be made without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 

block units, each of which comprises a semi-solid 
base of ductile character, an elastic covering 
means applied to one face of the base to provide 
a, Wearing Surface, and ribs On the base and facing 
elements for assembling same into a unit. 

2. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi-solid 
base of ductile character, an elastic covering 
means applied to one face of the base to provide 
a wearing surface, and mating ribs and grooves 
On the base and facing elements for springing 
Same together into a unit. 

3. Flooring Comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi 
Solid base of bituminous composition, an elastic 
covering means applied to one face of the base, 
and positive engaging means on each of the ele 
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content reenforces the maSS and eliminates brit- ments for assembling same into a unit which al- 110. 
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lows free flexing of the covering without impair 
ment of the engaging means. 

4. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi-solid 
base of bituminous composition, a covering means 
of rubbery character applied to one face of the 
base, and dove-tailed projections and depressions 
formed on mating faces of the elements for en 
gaging same in interlocking relation. 

5. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi 
Solid base of bituminous composition, an elastic 
covering means applied to the base, and flexible 
under-cut ribs on the covering element for en 
gaging with corresponding grooves formed in the 
base element. 

6. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi-solid 
base of ductile character, an elastic covering 
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means to provide a wearing surface, and ribs on 
the base and facing elements for assembling same 
into a unit. 

7. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi-solid 
base of ductile character, an elastic covering 
means applied to One face of the base to provide 
a wearing Surface, and nating ribs and grooves 
on the base and facing elements for Spiringing 
same together into a unit. 

8. Flooring comprising a plurality of individual 
block units, each of which comprises a semi-solid 
base of bituminous character, an elastic cover 
ing means applied to One face of the base, and 
positive engaging means on each of the elements 
for assembling same into a unit which allows free 
flexing of the covering without impairment of 
the engaging means. 

ALBERT C. FISCHER. 
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