
(19) United States 
(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2016/0252073 A1 

US 2016O252O73A1 

FUGLSANG et al. (43) Pub. Date: Sep. 1, 2016 

(54) BLADE FOR A ROTOR OF A WINDTURBINE Publication Classification 
PROVIDED WITH BARRIER GENERATING (51) Int. Cl. 
MEANS FO3D I/06 (2006.01) 

(71) Applicant: LM GLASFIBERA/S, Kolding (DK) (52) it." (2006.01) 
(72) Inventors: Peter FUGLSANG, Vejle (DK); CPC ............ F03D I/0633 (2013.01); Fopes 

Stefano BOVE, Lunderskov (DK) 
(57) ABSTRACT 
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pressure side and a suction side, the profiled contour gener 
ating lift when impacted by an incident airflow. The profiled 
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BLADE FOR A ROTOR OF A WINDTURBINE 
PROVIDED WITH BARRIER GENERATING 

MEANS 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0001. The present invention relates to a blade for a rotor of 
a wind turbine having a substantially horizontal rotor shaft, 
said rotor comprising a hub, from which the blade extends 
substantially in a radial direction when mounted to the hub, 
the blade comprising: a profiled contour including a leading 
edge and a trailing edge as well as a pressure side and a 
Suction side, the profiled contour when being impacted by an 
incident airflow generating a lift, wherein the profiled contour 
is divided into: a root region with a Substantially circular 
profile closest to the hub, an airfoil region with a lift gener 
ating profile furthest away from the hub, and a transition 
region between the root region and the airfoil region, the 
profile of the transition region gradually changing in the 
radial direction from the circular profile of the root region to 
the lift generating profile of the airfoil region. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 Horizontal axis wind turbines comprise a rotor pro 
vided with a number of blades—often two or three which 
extend radially from a hub. The blades have a profile trans 
versely to the longitudinal or radial direction of the blade. The 
blade comprises a root region with a Substantially circular 
profile closest to the hub, an airfoil region with a lift gener 
ating profile furthest away from the hub, and a transition 
region between the root region and the airfoil region, the 
profile of the transition region gradually changing in the 
radial direction from the circular profile of the root region to 
the lift generating profile of the airfoil region. The lift gener 
ating profile is provided with a suction side and a pressure 
side as well as a leading edge and a trailing edge, so that the 
blade during normal use, i.e. wind-powered rotation of the 
rotor, is impacted by an incident airflow flowing from the 
leading edge towards the trailing edge, thereby generating a 
reduced pressure at the suction side (at a leeward side) relative 
to the pressure side (at a windward side) so that a pressure 
differential is created between the suction side and the pres 
Sure side, thus generating a lift. 
0003 Ideally, the airflow remains attached to the surface 
of the blade over the entire longitudinal length of the blade. 
However, in practice the airflows may detach at the suction 
side of the blade, which may cause increased drag, reduced 
lift, and thereby lead to a decrease in energy production. This 
airflow detachment usually occurs in the transverse direction 
between a position of maximum thickness and the trailing 
edge of the profile and typically occurs at the root region or 
transition region, where the profile is non-ideal and has the 
largest relative blade thickness. 
0004. The flow detachment may entail substantially stag 
nant vortices of airflow, which due to the rotational forces of 
the rotor may propagate towards the tip end of the blade. 
These cross-flows of detached airflow can seriously impair 
the functionality of the blade by reducing the lift over a larger 
longitudinal extent of the blade. 
0005 WO 2005/035978 discloses a blade which is pro 
vided with a planar element protruding from the Suction side 
of the blade and extending from the leading edge to the 
trailing edge of the blade. The planar element is arranged in a 
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Zone of transversal flow in order to prevent the transversal 
flow from propagating towards the tip end of the blade. 
0006 WO 02/08600 discloses a wind turbine blade with a 
rib mounted in the root section. In one embodiment vane 
Vortex generators are arranged on the pressure side of the 
blade in the transition region of the blade. 
0007 WO 00/15961 discloses a wind turbine blade with 
delta shaped Vortex generators. 
0008 Wetzel K Ketal.: “Influence of vortex generators on 
NREL S807 Airfoil Aerodynamic Characteristics and Wind 
Turbine Performance'. Wind Engineering, Vol. 19, no. 3, 
pages 157-165, describes the use of wishbone shaped vortex 
generators for wind turbine blades. 
0009 WO 03/016713 discloses a small wind powergen 
erator having planar blades provided with a barrier member 
arranged at a rear surface of the blade at the forward direction 
of the blade. 
0010 WO 2007/065434 discloses a wind turbine blade 
provided with Surface indentations in the root region and 
transition of the blade in order to reduce drag on these sec 
tions. 
(0011 GB 885,449 discloses an airfoil provided with 
means for injecting jets offluid so as to re-energise the bound 
ary layer of a fluid flow past the airfoil. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

0012. It is an object of the invention to obtain a new blade 
for a rotor of a wind turbine, which overcomes or ameliorates 
at least one of the disadvantages of the prior art or which 
provides a useful alternative. 
0013. According to a first aspect of the invention, the 
object is obtained by a first barrier generating means being 
arranged on the Suction side of the blade in the transition 
region or in the airfoil region in a part nearest the transition 
region, the first barrier generating means being adapted to 
generating a barrier of airflow along a first strip, which 
extends essentially in a transverse direction of the blade on 
the suction side of the blade. Thus, the first barrier generating 
means are arranged in a Zone comprising the transition region 
and a part of the airfoil region nearest the transition region. 
Preferably, the first barrier means are arranged in a first Zone 
positioned in a Zone of a cross-flow. This cross-flow may be 
inherent to the design of the blade during use of the blade in 
a wind turbine rotor. The barrier of airflow must be of suffi 
cient strength and length so as to effectively reduce the cross 
flow. Cross-flows arising in a region of detached airflow, for 
instance due to pressure differentials caused by different inci 
dent airflow speeds at different blade radii, and which espe 
cially arise in the area of the blade root, can thereby be 
reduced or prevented by the barrier of airflow preventing the 
cross-flows from passing the first Zone. Thereby, it is possible 
to prevent a detached flow from propagating in the longitu 
dinal or radial direction of the blade towards the blade tip and 
especially preventing the detached flow from propagating 
along the profiled region of the blade. 
0014. According to a first advantageous embodiment, the 

first strip has a width, which lies in an interval between 20 cm 
and 2 m, or between 25 cm and 1.5 m, or between 30 cm and 
1 m. Typically, the longitudinal extent of the strip is about 50 
cm. According to a second advantageous embodiment, the 
first barrier generating means are with no barrier generating 
means on radial sides of the first barrier generating means, i.e. 
no barrier generating means abut the first strip or the first 
barrier generating means. The use of barrier generating 
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means may increase the drag (and in Some cases even the lift 
to drag ratio) of the blade in the Zone, in which the barrier 
generating means is arranged. By arranging the barrier gen 
erating means in Strips only, it is ensured that the barrier 
generating means only increases the drag in a small region of 
the blade. 
0015. According to yet another advantageous embodi 
ment, the first Zone and optional additional Zones (or equiva 
lently the first strip and an optional additional Strip) are posi 
tioned within the inner 50% of the blade, or the inner 35% of 
the blade, or even the inner 25% of the blade, i.e. within a 
radial distance of 50%, 35%, or 25% of the blade length from 
the hub. This is related to the fact that the airfoil part, which 
typically starts at the position of the maximum chord length, 
typically is located at a radial distance from the root of about 
20% of the blade length. According to an alternative embodi 
ment, said part of the airfoil region nearest the transition Zone 
has a longitudinal extent of up to and including 3 meters, or 2 
meters, or 1.5 meters or 1 meter. 
0016. According to an advantageous embodiment, the first 
barrier generating means is arranged in the transition region 
only. Thereby, the barrier generating means does not impair 
the functionality of the airfoil region of the blade. Preferably, 
the barrier generating means is arranged so that a cross-flow 
of detached flow does not propagate into the airfoil region. 
0017. According to a preferred embodiment, the barrier 
generating means is adapted to generate a barrier of airflow 
extending at least from an area of maximum relative profile 
thickness and the trailing edge of the blade. I.e. the barrier 
extends at least from an area corresponding to the position of 
maximum thickness (or equivalently the position of the maxi 
mum thickness-to-chord ratio) of an airfoil profile to the 
trailing edge. Thereby, the barrier generating means effec 
tively prevents cross-flows running on the Suction side of the 
blade through this region of the profile, where separation 
usually occurs and which partly due to the centrifugal 
force—can propagate toward the blade tip. 
0018. According to another embodiment, the barriergen 
erating means is adapted to generate a barrier of airflow 
extending Substantially from the leading edge to the trailing 
edge of the blade. 
0019. According to yet another embodiment, the blade 
further comprises an additional barrier generating means 
arranged on the Suction side of the blade in the transition 
region or in the airfoil region in a part nearest the transition 
region, the additional barrier generating means being adapted 
to generating a barrier of airflow along an additional strip, 
which extends essentially in a transverse direction of the 
blade on the suction side of the blade. Preferably, the addi 
tional barrier generating means are arranged in an additional 
Zone positioned in a Zone of an additional cross-flow, which is 
generated in a radius beyond the first Zone (or the first strip), 
i.e. further from the hub. This cross-flow may be inherent to 
the design of the blade during use of the blade in a wind 
turbine rotor. The blade may of course also have a third Zone 
or third strip with a third barrier generating means. The 
arrangement of the additional barrier generating means (and 
the third barrier generating means) of course also may corre 
spond to the previously mentioned embodiments relating to 
the first barrier generating means. 
0020. In a first embodiment according to the invention, the 

first barrier generating means and/or the second barrier gen 
erating means comprise a number of turbulence generating 
means, such as a number of Vortex generators. Thus, a barrier 
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of coherent turbulent structures, i.e. Vortices propagating at 
the surface of the blade towards the trailing edge, can be 
generated in the first Zone and/or the additional Zone by the 
use of passive flow control devices, the barrier preventing the 
cross-flow from propagating beyond the respective Zones. 
Preferably, the number of turbulence generating means is 
adapted to provide Vortices with a size, such as a height, 
corresponding to the size, such as the height, of the cross 
flow. That is, the height of the vortices should be at least as 
large as the height of the cross-flow or the height of the 
separation or detachment from the separated or detached 
flow, in order to prevent the cross-flow from crossing the first 
strip. According to another embodiment, the height of the 
generated Vortices is Substantially identical to the height of a 
boundary layer of the airflow across the blade. 
0021 According to an advantageous embodiment, the tur 
bulence generating means consists of two pair of vane Vortex 
generators. This embodiment provides a barrier of airflow, 
which has a sufficient strength and width to prevent the cross 
flow of separated airflow from propagating in the radial direc 
tion of the blade. The Vane Vortex generators may be arranged 
according to the description accompanying FIG. 9 of the 
detailed description. 
0022. Therefore, the size and/or shape of the turbulence 
generating means or Vortex generators should be chosen in 
order to provide a turbulent flow with a height, which func 
tions as a barrier in order to efficiently prevent the cross-flow. 
It must be noted here that the vortex generators typically 
generate Vortices, which grow in height towards the trailing 
edge of the blade. 
0023. In another embodiment according to the invention, 
the first barrier generating means and/or the second barrier 
generating means comprise a number of boundary layer con 
trol means. Thus, the boundary layer control means can create 
a belt of attached flow, which acts as a barrier to a separated 
cross-flow by "catching the cross-flow. 
0024. In yet another embodiment according to the inven 
tion, the boundary layer control means comprises a number of 
ventilation holes for blowing, such as air jets or blowing jets, 
or suction between an interior of the blade and an exterior of 
the blade. Thereby, a particularly simple solution for creating 
the belt of attached flow is provided. The air vented from the 
ventilation holes are used to energise and re-energise the 
boundary layer in order to maintain the flow attached to the 
exterior surface of the blade. 
0025. The ventilation holes may be arranged substantially 
tangentially to the contour of the blade. This can be achieved 
by the blade having a contour with a thickness that has a 
number of stepwise reductions towards the trailing edge of 
the blade. The holes can also be oriented with an angle com 
pared to the contour of the blade. However, the holes should 
not be oriented normally to the contour, since this would 
generate a new separated flow, which can propagate towards 
the tip end of the blade. Therefore, the holes are preferably 
oriented with a gradient towards the trailing edge of the blade 
in order to ensure that the vented air propagates Substantially 
towards the trailing edge instead of towards the tip end of the 
blade. 
0026. According to another embodiment, the first barrier 
generating means and/or the second barrier generating means 
comprise a slat arranged at the leading edge of the blade. The 
slat usually points downwards, i.e. towards the pressure side 
of the blade, and is utilised to create a local change in the 
inflow angle and airfoil lift, thereby causing the flow to 
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remain attached to the surface of the blade. This attached 
“tunnel' for the flow creates a barrier where the cross-flow is 
caught and thus forced to join the attached flow towards the 
trailing edge instead offlowing outwards towards the tip end. 
Therefore, the slat can also be perceived as a boundary layer 
control means. 
0027. According to a preferred embodiment, the first Zone 
and/or the additional Zone are arranged in the airfoil region in 
a part nearest the hub. That is, the Zone is located just beyond 
the transition Zone. This is efficient for interrupting an already 
extant cross-flow coming from the root area. 
0028. According to another preferred embodiment, the 

first Zone and/or the second Zone are arranged in the transition 
Zone. Due to the special conditions relating to blades for wind 
turbines, the interfering cross-flows especially arise in this 
region of the blade. The Zones with barrier generating means 
thus prevent the cross-flows from propagating towards the 
blade tip. 
0029. In another embodiment according to the invention, 
the first Zone and/or the second Zone comprise a Gurney flap 
arranged at the trailing edge and on the pressure side of the 
blade. This may further improve the performance of the 
blade. Usually the Gurney flap is used in addition to the 
barrier generating means. However, in situations where the 
separation occurs near the trailing edge, the Gurney flap may 
be sufficient in itself. 

0030 The first and/or the additional Zone, or the first and/ 
or the additional Strip may of course comprise a combination 
of any of the flow barrier generating means. 
0031. In one embodiment according to the invention, the 
blade comprises barrier generating means only in the first 
Zone and optionally in the additional Zones of additional 
cross-flows. 
0032. According to a second aspect, the invention pro 
vides a wind turbine rotor comprising a number, preferably 
two or three, of wind turbine blades according to any of the 
previously described embodiments. According to a third 
aspect, the invention provides a wind turbine comprising a 
number of blades according to any of the previously 
described embodiments or a wind turbine rotor according to 
the second aspect of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0033. The invention is explained in detail below with ref 
erence to the drawings, in which 
0034 FIG. 1 shows a wind turbine, 
0035 FIG. 2 shows a wind turbine blade according to the 
invention, 
0036 FIG.3 shows a schematic view of an airfoil profile, 
0037 FIG. 4 shows a blade section of a first embodiment 
with barrier generating means according to the invention, 
0038 FIG. 5 shows a profile of a second embodiment with 
barrier generating means according to the invention, 
0039 FIG. 6 shows a profile of a third embodiment with 
barrier generating means according to the invention, 
0040 FIG. 7 shows a profile of a fourth embodiment with 
barrier generating means according to the invention, 
004.1 FIG. 8 shows a profile of a fifth embodiment with 
barrier generating means according to the invention, and 
0042 FIG. 9 shows an arrangement of vane vortex gen 
erators for providing a barrier of airflow according to the 
invention. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0043 FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional modern wind tur 
bine according to the so-called “Danish concept with a tower 
4, a nacelle 6, and a rotor with a substantially horizontal rotor 
shaft. The rotor includes a hub 8 and three blades 10 extend 
ing radially from the hub 8, each having a blade root 16 
nearest the hub and a blade tip 14 furthest from the hub 8. 
0044 FIG. 3 shows a schematic view of an airfoil profile 
50 of a typical blade of a wind turbine depicted with the 
various parameters, which are typically used to define the 
geometrical shape of an airfoil. The airfoil profile 50 has a 
pressure side 52 and a Suction side 54, which during use—i.e. 
during rotation of the rotor—normally face towards the wind 
ward side and the leeward side, respectively. The airfoil 50 
has a chord 60 with a chord length c extending between a 
leading edge 56 and a trailing edge 58 of the blade. The airfoil 
50 has a thickness t, which is defined as the distance between 
the pressure side 52 and the suction side 54. The thickness tof 
the airfoil varies along the chord 60. The deviation from a 
symmetrical profile is given by a camber line 62, which is a 
median line through the airfoil profile 50. The median line can 
be found by drawing inscribed circles from the leading edge 
56 to the trailing edge 58. The median line follows the centres 
of these inscribed circles and the deviation or distance from 
the chord 60 is called the camber f. The asymmetry can also 
be defined by use of parameters called the upper camber and 
lower camber, which are defined as the distances from the 
chord 60 and the suction side 54 and pressure side 52, respec 
tively. 
0045 Airfoil profiles are often characterised by the fol 
lowing parameters: the chord length c, the maximum camber 
f, the position df of the maximum camber f. the maximum 
airfoil thickness t, which is the largest diameter of the 
inscribed circles along the median camber line 62, the posi 
tion di of the maximum thickness t, and a nose radius (not 
shown). These parameters are typically defined as ratios to the 
chord length c. 
0046) Ideally, when the airfoil 50 is impacted by an inci 
dent airflow flowing from the leading edge 56 towards the 
trailing edge 68 in a substantially transverse direction of the 
blade, a reduced pressure is generated at the Suction side 54 
relative to the pressure side 52 so that a pressure differential is 
created between the suction side 54 and the pressure side 52, 
thus generating a lift. However, in practice a detachment of 
the airflow can occur, which will cause an increase in drag and 
a reduction of lift. This detachment usually occurs at the 
suction side 54 between the position di of maximum thick 
ness and the trailing edge 58 of the airfoil 50. 
0047 FIG.2 shows a schematic view of an embodiment of 
a wind turbine according to the invention. The wind turbine 
blade 10 has the shape of a conventional wind turbine blade 
and comprises a root region 30 closest to the hub, a profiled or 
an airfoil region 34 furthest away from the hub, and a transi 
tion region 32 between the root region 30 and the region area 
34. The blade 10 comprises a leading edge 18 facing the 
direction of rotation of the blade 10 when the blade is 
mounted on the hub, and a trailing edge 20 facing the opposite 
direction of the leading edge 18. 
0048. The airfoil region 34 (also called the profiled region) 
has an deal or almost ideal blade shape with respect to gen 
erating lift, whereas the root region 30 has a substantially 
circular or elliptical cross-section, which reduces loads from 
wind gusts and makes it easier and safer to mount the blade 10 
to the hub. The diameter of the root region 30 is typically 
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constant along the entire root area 30. The transition region 32 
has a shape gradually changing from the circular or elliptical 
shape of the root region 30 to the airfoil profile of the airfoil 
region 34. The width of the transition region 32 typically 
increases Substantially linearly with increasing distance L 
from the hub. 
0049. The airfoil region 34 has an airfoil profile with a 
chord extending between the leading edge 18 and the trailing 
edge 20 of the blade 10. The width of the chord decreases with 
increasing distance L from the hub. It should be noted that the 
chords of different sections of the blade do not necessarily lie 
in a common plane, since the blade may be twisted and/or 
curved (i.e. pre-bent), thus providing the chord plane with a 
correspondingly twisted and/or curved course, this being 
most often the case in order to compensate for the local 
velocity of the blade being dependent on the radius from the 
hub. 
0050. Due to the non-ideal profile (with respect to gener 
ate lift) of the root region 30 and the transition region32, flow 
detachment usually occurs in these regions. Due to rotational 
forces of the rotor, the airflow detachment may propagate 
towards the tip end 14 of the blade 10. Therefore, the blade 10 
is provided with a number of barrier generating means 
adapted to generating a barrier of airflow extending in the 
chord direction and which prevents cross-flows of detached 
airflow to propagate beyond these barriers. The barrier gen 
erating means are preferably arranged so as to create a barrier 
of air-flow extending at least from the position of maximum 
thickness to the trailing edge 18 of the blade 10. 
0051. The barrier generating means are arranged in a first 
Zone 40 having a first longitudinal extend 11 and/or in a 
second or additional Zone 42 having a second longitudinal 
extent 12. The longitudinal extents 1, 1 are approximately 
0.5 to 1 meter. The barrier generating means arranged in the 
first Zone 40 and the optional additional Zone 42 may be of any 
of the embodiments shown in FIGS. 4-8 or combinations 
thereof. Also, the barrier generating means in the two Zones 
40, 42 need not be of the same type. 
0052 FIG. 4 shows a blade section 100 (i.e. of the first 
Zone or the second Zone) of a first embodiment with barrier 
generating means according to the invention. The profile has 
a leading edge 102 and a trailing edge 104, and a first set of 
Vortex generators 106 and a second set of Vortex generators 
108 are arranged on the suction side of the blade section 100. 
The vortex generators 106, 108 are here depicted as being of 
the Vane type, but may be any other type of Vortex generator. 
The vortex generators 106, 108 generate a barrier of airflow 
consisting of coherent turbulent structures, i.e. Vortices 
propagating at the Surface of the blade towards the trailing 
edge 104, which prevent cross-flows of detached airflow to 
propagate beyond the Zone in which the Vortex generators 
106, 108 are arranged. 
0053 FIG. 5 shows a profile 200 of a second embodiment 
with barrier generating means according to the invention. In 
this embodiment, the barrier generating means consists of a 
number of ventilation holes 206 for blowing or suction 
between an interior of the blade and an exterior of the blade. 
The ventilation holes 206 can be utilised to create a belt of 
attached flow. The air vented from the ventilation holes 206 
are used to energise and re-energise the boundary layer in 
order to maintain the flow attached to the exterior surface of 
the blade. The belt of attached flow acts as a barrier to a 
separated cross-flow by "catching the cross-flow, which is 
thus forced to join the attached flow towards the trailing edge 
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204 instead of flowing outwards towards the tip end. The 
ventilation holes 206 are in this embodiment arranged sub 
stantially tangentially to the surface of the profile 200. The 
ventilation holes 206 may be provided as a series of holes in 
the longitudinal direction of the blade or as longitudinally 
extending slots. 
0054 FIG. 6 shows a profile 300 of a third embodiment 
with barrier generating means in form of ventilation holes 
306. This embodiment corresponds to the second embodi 
ment shown in FIG. 5, with the exception that the ventilation 
holes 306 are not arranged tangentially to the surface of the 
profile. The holes 306 are instead oriented in an angle com 
pared to the Surface, but still have a gradient pointing towards 
the trailing edge 304 of the profile 300, thereby ensuring that 
the vented air propagates Substantially towards the trailing 
edge 304 of the profile instead of towards the blade tip of the 
blade. 

0055 FIG. 7 shows a profile 400 of a fourth embodiment 
with barrier generating means according to the invention. In 
this embodiment, the barrier generating means consists of a 
slat 406 arranged at the leading edge 402 of the profile 400. 
The slat points downwards towards the pressure side of the 
profile 402 and is utilised to create a local change in the inflow 
angle and airfoil lift, thereby causing the flow to remain 
attached to the surface of the blade. This attached “tunnel for 
the flow creates a barrier, where the cross-flow is caught and 
thus forced to join the attached flow towards the trailing edge 
404 instead of flowing outwards towards the tip end. 
0056 FIG. 8 shows a profile 500 of a fifth embodiment 
according to the invention. In this embodiment, the barrier 
profile 500 is additionally provided with a Gurney flap 510 
arranged on the pressure side at the trailing edge 504 of the 
profile 500. This may further improve the performance of the 
blade. 

0057 FIG. 9 shows the arrangement of two pairs of vane 
Vortex generators, which has shown to be particularly Suited 
for generating a barrier of airflow in order to prevent cross 
flows of detached airflow. The arrangement consists of a first 
pair of vane vortex generators 70 comprising a first vane 71 
and a second Vane 72, and a second pair of Vane Vortex 
generators 75 comprising a first vane 76 and a second vane 77. 
The Vanes are designed as triangular shaped planar elements 
protruding from the Surface of the blade and are arranged so 
that the height of the Vanes increases towards the trailing edge 
of the blade. The vanes have a maximum heighth, which lies 
in an interval of between 0.5% and 1% of the chord length at 
the Vane pair arrangement. The Vanes are arranged in an angle 
b of between 15 and 25 degrees to the transverse direction of 
the blade. Typically the angle b is approximately 20 degrees. 
The Vanes of a vane pair are arranged so that the end points, 
i.e. the points nearest the trailing edge of the blade, are spaced 
with a spacing Sinan interval of 2.5 to 3.5 times the maximum 
height, typically approximately three times the maximum 
height (S-3h). The Vanes have a length 1 corresponding to 
between 1.5 and 2.5 times the maximum heighth of the vanes, 
typically approximately two times the maximum height 
(1–2h). The Vane pairs are arranged with a radial or longitu 
dinal spacing Z corresponding to between 4 and 6 times the 
maximum heighth of the Vanes, typically approximately five 
times the maximum height (Z=5h). 
0058. The invention has been described with reference to 
a preferred embodiment. However, the scope of the invention 
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is not limited to the illustrated embodiment, and alterations 
and modifications can be carried out without deviating from 
the scope of the invention. 

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS 

0059. In the numerals, X refers to a particular embodiment. 
Thus, for instance, 402 refers to the leading edge of the fourth 
embodiment. 
0060 2 wind turbine 
0061 4 tower 
0062 6 nacelle 
0063 8 hub 
0064. 10 blade 
0065. 14 blade tip 
0066 16 blade root 
0067. 18 leading edge 
0068. 20 trailing edge 
0069. 30 root region 
0070 32 transition region 
(0071 34 airfoil region 
0072 40 first Zone 
0.073 42 second Zone/additional Zone 
0074 50 airfoil profile 
0075 52 pressure side 
0076 54 suction side 
0077 56 leading edge 
0078 58 trailing edge 
0079 60 chord 
0080) 62 camber line/median line 
0081 70 first pair of vane vortex generators 
0082 75 second pair of vane vortex generators 
0083. 71,72, 76, 77 vanes 
I0084 x00 blade profile 
I0085 x02 leading edge 
I0086 x04 trailing edge 
008.7 x06, 108 barrier generating means 
I0088 510 Gurney flap 

1. A blade (10) for a rotor of a wind turbine (2) having a 
Substantially horizontal rotor shaft, said rotor comprising a 
hub (8), from which the blade (10) extends substantially in a 
radial direction when mounted to the hub (8), the blade com 
prising: 

a profiled contour including a leading edge (18) and a 
trailing edge (20) as well as a pressure side and a suction 
side, the profiled contour when being impacted by an 
incident airflow generating a lift, wherein the profiled 
contour is divided into: 
a root region (30) with a substantially circular profile 

closest to the hub, 
an airfoil region (34) with a lift generating profile fur 

thest away from the hub, and 
a transition region (32) between the root region (30) and 

the airfoil region (34), the profile of the transition 
region (32) gradually changing in the radial direction 
from the circular profile of the root region to the lift 
generating profile of the airfoil region, characterised 
in that 

a first barrier generating means (X06) is arranged on the 
suction side of the blade (10) in a first Zone, which has a 
limited longitudinal extent withina Zone comprising the tran 
sition region (32) and the airfoil region (34) in a part nearest 
the transition region (32), the first barrier generating means 
(x06) being adapted to generating a barrier of airflow along a 
first strip, which extends essentially in a transverse direction 
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of the blade (10) on the suction side of the blade (10), wherein 
the first barrier generating means are arranged with no barrier 
generating means on radial sides of the first barrier generating 
means, and wherein the part of the airfoil region nearest a 
transition Zone has a longitudinal extent of up to and includ 
ing 3 meters. 

2. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the first strip (40. 
42) has a width, which lies in an interval between 20 cm and 
2 m, or between 25 cm and 1.5 m, or between 30 cm and 1 m. 

3. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the first barrier 
generating means are arranged with no barrier generating 
means on radial sides of the first barrier generating means. 

4. A blade according to claim 1, wherein said part of the 
airfoil region (34) nearest the transition region (32) is posi 
tioned within an inner 50%, or 35%, or 25% of the blade. 

5. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the first barrier 
generating means is arranged in the transition region (32) 
only. 

6. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the barrier gen 
erating means (x06) is adapted to generate a barrier of airflow 
extending at least from an area of maximum relative profile 
thickness and the trailing edge (20) of the blade (10). 

7. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the barriergen 
erating means is adapted to generate a barrier of airflow 
extending substantially from the leading edge (18) to the 
trailing edge (20) of the blade (10). 

8. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the blade further 
comprises an additional barrier generating means (x06) 
arranged on the suction side of the blade (10) in the transition 
region (32) or in the airfoil region (34) in a part nearest the 
transition region (32), the additional barrier generating means 
(X06) being adapted to generating a barrier of airflow alongan 
additional strip, which extends essentially in a transverse 
direction of the blade (10) on the suction side of the blade 
(10). 

9. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the first barrier 
generating means (x06) and/or the second barrier generating 
means (X06) comprise a number of turbulence generating 
means, such as a number of Vortex generators. 

10. A blade according to claim 9, wherein the number of 
turbulence generating means are adapted to provide Vortices 
with a height corresponding to the height of cross-flows of 
detached airflow, which are inherently formed during normal 
use of the wind turbine blade. 

11. A blade according to claim 9, wherein the turbulence 
generating means consists of two pairs of Vane Vortex gen 
eratOrS. 

12. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the first barrier 
generating means (x06) and/or the second barrier generating 
means (x06) comprise a number of boundary layer control 
CaS. 

13. A blade according to claim 12, wherein the boundary 
layer control means comprises a number of ventilation holes 
(206, 306) for blowing or suction between an interior of the 
blade and an exterior of the blade. 

14. A blade according to claim 13, wherein the ventilation 
holes (206) are arranged Substantially tangentially to the con 
tour of the blade. 

15. A blade according to claim 1, wherein the first barrier 
generating means and/or the second barrier generating means 
comprise a slat (406) arranged at the leading edge of the 
blade. 
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16. Ablade according to claim 1, wherein the first Zone (40. 
42) and/or the second Zone (40, 42) comprise a Gurney flap 
arranged at the trailing edge (20) and on the pressure side of 
the blade. 

17. Wind turbine rotor comprising a number, preferably 
two or three, of wind turbine blades (10) according to claim 1. 

18. Wind turbine (2) comprising a number of blades (8) 
according to claim 1 or a wind turbine rotor comprising a 
number, preferably two or three, of wind turbine blades (10). 
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