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The present invention relates to life preservers includ-
ing a V-shaped, forwardly pointing, breast plate adapted
to cut through the water and a cap for the user’s head
together with strap means limiting the forward movement
of the cap so that the user’s head is held high out of the
water in the event of exhaustion.

The invention will be more fully described in conjunc-
tion with the drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a life preserver constructed in
accordance with the invention, the cap and strap mounting
therefor being removed to facilitate understanding;

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the life preserver of FIG.
1 including the cap and strap mounting therefor;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the breast piate;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the life preserver, in
use, showing a user’s head being maintained in erect
position out of the water; and
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FIG. 5 is similar to FIG. 4 and shows the freedom of

movement permitted by the life preserver to facilitate
swimming with the breast plate cutting through the water.

Referring more particularly to FIG, 1, the numeral 2
identifies a V-shaped, forwardly pointing, breast plate
which may be constituted by any buoyant member such
as a hollow plastic piece. The breast plate 2 has secured
to it strap means 1 to enable the breast plate to be con-
nected to the neck of the user, At the rear of the breast
plate is mounted a plurality of laterally spaced rings 3,
these Tings being intended to receive the forward end of a
life preserver body 4 which is desirably dimensioned to
extend to the user’s waist.

The life preserver body 4 is constituted by a plurality
of parallel inflated tubes 10 which are maintained in posi-
tion by interconnecting means such as the web pieces 11
which are positioned at the rear of the tubes 10. Each
tube 10 includes a snap fastener element 12 at its forward
end to provide a separable structure which is easily as-
sembled by simply snapping the fastener elements 12 to
the rings 3.

It will be observed that the breast plate 2 is hinged
and capable of pivotal movement with respect to the
body 4 of the life preserver.

The inflated tubes 10 are desirably inflatable as by
using the valves 7 which are positioned at the rear of the
tubes 10. In this way, the user may adjust the buoyancy
of the body 4 to match his weight.

The body 4 is intended to be secured by strap means to
the user in the vicinity of his waist. For this purpose,
a back strap 5 is secured to the rear of the body 4 and a
buckle 6 is provided so that the back strap 5 may be
passed around the back of the user and adjustably con-
nected with the buckle 6.
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The numeral 13 designates a ring secured to the strap
5. As can be seen in FIG. 2, a cap-supporting strap 14
which carries a rubber cap 8 is attached to the ring by a
fastener 15. :

As can be seen in FIG. 4, the user rests upon the body
4 and the cap 8 is positioned on the user’s head and
secured to the body in a manner which limits its forward
movement with respect to the body. Thus, when the
user puts the cap on his head, he cannot drop his head
into the water because dropping the head requires a for-
ward movement of the top of the head which is secured
within the cap 8. By properly positioning his chest and
waist upon the body 4, e.g., by moving forwardly or rear-
wardly, the user can determine the limit of the down-
ward movement of his head.

The swimming action permitted by the life jacket is
illustrated in FIG. 5.

A preferred breast plate structure is depicted in FIG. 3.

The value of the life preserver of the invention in the
event of shipwreck or accident at sea wili be self-evident.

The invention is defined in the claims.

I claim:

1. A life preserver comprising a buoyant body under-
lying the chest of the user and terminating at the waist,
and a buoyant, forwardly pointing, V-shaped breast plate
intended to underlie the face of the user, the rear of said
breast plate being hingedly connected to the forward
end of said body, back strap means for securing said body
to the waist of a user, said back strap means being secured
to the rear of said body, and said life preserver including
a head-supporting cap carried by strap means connected
to the rear of said body to limit the forward movement
of said cap with respect to said body and thereby hold
the head of the user out of the water.

2. A life preserver as recited in claim 1 in which said
body is constituted by a plurality of paralle] inflatable
tubes interconnected at the rear thereof, said inflatable
tubes being provided with valves at the rear end thereof.

3. A life preserver as recited in claim 1 in which said
strap means carrying said cap is fastened to said back
strap means.

4. A life preserver as recited in claim 1 in which strap
means adapted to encircle the neck of a user are secured
to said breast plate.
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