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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JUDSON E. RooT, of 

Westfield, in the county of Chautauqua and 
State of New York, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Folding Tables, of 
Which the following is a specification: 
The invention is an improvement in the 

class of tables having folding supports and a 
hinged bar arranged between them or in such 
relation as to lock or hold them in the open 
and vertical position when the table is in use; 
and my invention consists in combination 
with the folding hinged locking-bar of the 
folding hinged table-legs and their cross-rails, 
Such rails having mortises or slight recesses 
Sufficiently inclined to allow the same to 
freely pass over the ends of the locking-bar 
and be folded flat on the under side of the 
table - top, one of the cross-rails being pro 
vided with a stop, against which the locking 
bar abuts when it is brought in a vertical 
position, thus limiting its forward movement, 
and thereby preventing the danger of strain 
ing or loosening the hinges, as will be herein 
after more fully set forth. 

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a longitudinal 
vertical section of the table, showing the legs 
extended and fastened in position. Fig. 2 is 
a vertical cross-section, looking from the line 
at a. Fig. 3 is a view of the reverse side, 
showing the table-legs and bar folded up. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
A is the table top. B B are the legs, 

which are arranged in pairs at each end of 
the table, the two being connected by the 
cross-rail C. These two legs are hinged to 
the under side of the top by the butt-hinges 
D, attached to each leg, (on the inside,) as 
seen in Fig. 2, and so as to allow them to 
fold down flat onto the under side, as seen in 
Fig. 3. EE are thick cleats, firmly attached 
to the under side of the top to prevent the top 
from warping and to support the legs when 
they are extended, as seen in Fig. 1. F rep 
resents the bar, which is hinged to the un 
der side of the top, the ends of which are of 
about the width of the cross-rails C. This 
barishinged in about the center of the table, 

so that its side will lie flat against the un 
der side of the top when it is folded dowl. 
H B are the hinges. When it is raised to 
hold the legs, as seen in Fig. 1, its ends bear 
against the two cross-rails C C, which firmly 
hold the two pairs of legs in position, as 
represented. When the bar F is folded down 
or turned on its side the ends would still 
bear against the rails and keep the legs ex 
tended; but this difficulty is overcome by the 
mortises or recesses G. G., which are inclined 
sufficiently to allow the connecting-rails C. C. 
to freely pass over the ends of the locking 
bar F and fold flat upon the under side of the 
table top, as shown in Fig. 3. 

It will be seen that as the mortises or re 
cesses G. G. are very slight and do not pass 
through the rails, the latter are not weak 
ened thereby, and the whole extent of the 
upper edge of the rails C C are presented to 
the under side of the table top for it to rest 
upon, making a much stronger, firmer, and 
more durable table. 
To limit the forward movement of the lock 

ing-bar F, and thereby prevent the straining 
and loosening of the hinges, there is secured 
on the inner side of one of the cross-rails C a 
stop, I, as seen in Fig. 2, against Which the 
bar Fabuts as it is brought to a vertical po 
sition. 
By this construction a table is made with 

out a frame, and still so as to be strong and 
durable, and so as to be folded up for trans 
ortation or storage into a very small space. 

These tables may therefore be manufactured 
where timber is plenty and be transported 
any distance Without danger and at slight eX 

p 

pense. 

what I do claim, and desire to secure by Let 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

ters Patent, is 
I. In a folding table, the combination of 

the locking-bar F, hinged to the under side of 
the table and having its ends flush throughout 
their whole extent with the hinged legs and 
their cross-rails C C, the latter having a par 
tial mortise or recess, G, corresponding in 
width to the width of the brace or locking 
bar and inclined sufficiently to allow the rails 
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to freely pass over the ends of the same, and purpose specified, and the cleats EE, and 
fold flatly against it, as shown and described. table top A, the whole constructed and ar 

2. The folding table herein described, con- ranged as specified. 
sisting of the hinged locking-bar F, hinged JUDSON E. ROOT. 
legs B, with their cross-rails C C, having in- Witnesses: 
clined mortises or recesses G. G., one of said J. H. YERKES, 
rails being provided with a stop, I, for the H. RIMBACH. 


