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This invention relates to store service 

systems and more especially to those stores 
where the customers areauthorized to serve 
themselves from counters and shelves. 
In such class of stores the custome.ca 

ries a basket or receptacle and as this is 
filled with chosen goods it soon becomes ob jectionably lheavy to carry, Iparticularly_by 
? folks, and frail females, 
and all crippled and weak customers. When 
a customer finds that a load is too heavy he 
or she Imay tire before.completig Purchas 
ing ind thus the store loses the business. 
Not only this, but when a number of cus 

tomersare in the store, and aticertain Supply 
shelves, the bulky baskets cause inconven 
ience to the carriers andothers due to crowd 
1Ing. 
Mypresentinventiongs orits ojects to 

eliminate the carrying of b8skets in the store 
aisles and thus mot only Irelieve the customuer 
of the burden but to secure the valuable 
1Dsychological advantage of causing the Cus 
tomer, freed of the burden to spend more 
time in the store, looking over the goods 
and completing the purchases really de 
sired. - 

To that end an objectis to IIlle8TiS 
for conveying articles, bought by Several 
diferent customers, to a common collecting 
station Ind Prowide means.for keeping, in segregation, the several packages or articles 
which may be bought by each of the several 
Clustomers. 
Another object is to provide a store sys 

tem having a conveyor apparatus leading 
t0 8. cetal segregating_stand having in 
dividual chambers for diferent segregations 
as of diferent customers, and to provide 
for the identification of the articles Selected 
by diferent customers So that the proper 
articles may be sorted and held until the 
completion of al purchases by each cus 
t0mer. 
And an object is to expedite service of 

customers by enabling the clerks to tabulate 
the purchases as the individual articles are 
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brought to the central station by conveying 
means, So that by the time the customer ar 
Irives at the cashier's counter, after having 
made the last purchase, the statement, item 
ized and totaled, Will be ready for the cus 
tomer. - 

Other objects and advantages wilbe made 
manifest in the following specification of an 
embodiment of the invention as here illus 

tated; it being understood that modifica 
tions, Variations and adaptations may be re 
sored towithit the spiriand scopethereof as here claimed. 
Higire 1 is a diagrammatic plan of the 

Stole appturatus. 
Figure 2 is a vertical cross-section of the 

Store appairatus. - 
Higue 3. is a detail of the operating meglianism, in plan. 
Iligue 4 is a detail of the transfer apron 

frg a belt to a turntable. 
. , re.5 is a Perspective showing an id tigation book of coupons. 
(Ihe invention is here incorporated in a 

to 100m Shaving an ingress turnstile II 
1eading to a suitable aisle A in which is a 
9entral, 01. Sultably arranged partition IP 
1aving desired shelves or Facks R. From 
the stoler00m leads an exit turnstile O. 
A feature of the present invention com 

lises leans for reagiving an article pur 
Chised by a customer in the store roomaisle and fortarsferrigit to a central wrapping 
and cashier's station or counter 2 at whici 
a Intimber of clerks Imay stand. The con 
Weyor Illeans Comprises a suitable number of 
eglessbelts 3havingtop surfaces at a suit 
ableheight so that customers of short stature 
Imay conyenienty degosit 8rticles as they 
Iay be Chosen fon the Wall and partition 
shelves, and Which can, by reason of my 
Present invention, beat a considerable dis 
tance fron the cashier's counter, since the 
9ustomeris relieved of the burden of carry ing the chosen articles. 

Ille belts 3 Imay be suitably disposed and 
ae ere shown as being under shelves R Whichae on Oppositesides of the partition 
IP, sufficiethand-space HI being provided 
under the shelves and over the belfs. 

Ilhe belts lead front tothe counter 2 which 
is herg shown as_round, in plan, and ar 
anggdbetween the inlet and oitlet gate 

I and O. 
Arranged in the center of the counter 

sace sa rotayturntable 5 close to the top 
of Which the belts terminate so as to dis 
guarge the articles which they carry, upon 
the turntable. - 

Ithe articles thus placed on the table are 
carried around by it until one of the clerks 
picks them of. 
The round counter 2 is provided with a 

large Inumber of separate chambers 4 which 
areidentified by numbers 1,2,3 etc. 
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As a customer enters the aisle A he or 
she is given a book or card of adhesive cou 
pons 10, each coupon of a b90k bealig a 
similar mumber key as #1. Some of these 
coupons are desigmated by the word “Last”. 
As a selectionis aldle tle buyer stigks a key 
label on the article andl places this on the 
neurest belt 3 and thiscarriesit to the turn 
table. 
The clerks then pick up the mumbered 

articles and place them in the correspond 
ingly numbered counter box. When an ar 
ticle bearing a “Last” coupon arrives then 

15 
all of the articles aretaken from the proper 
box, checked of and Dayment collected from 
the customer who comes to the Counter and 
surrenders the remaining Coupon stickers 
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asamidentification means. - 
It will be seem that as each article comes 

to the turntable the article can be itemized 
on the usual sales book check and the time 
of the customeris Conselved and Waiting and 
Crowding at the cashier's deskis eliminatedl. 
A cuistomer Will thus tend to go in a 

leisurely manner around the store andose 
lect more and heaviergoods than will be the 
Case if she has to carty the loaded market 
basket from shelf to shelf. 
While any suitable means may be em 

ployed to operate theturntable and the belts, 
I a turntable shaft; 6 having 8, gear 7 
engaging a pinion 8 on a shaft 9.which ex 
tends over to and drives a cross-shaft 11 
having belt pulleys 12, one on each side of 
the partition P. Along the sides of the belts 
areguard Irails 13 which eXtend over the top 

1,592931 

of the turntable 2. A motor MI transmits 
power, as by gear 14, to the shafts 6-9. 

IDisposedl on the counter 2 and mearthe ell 
ttance gate l, is a holder 15 for the books 
of coupons 10. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. In a store system, a turntable, group 

Package identification labels applicable by 
a Customer, conveyer apparatus leading 
from the store Iroom to the turntable to 
Carry number-labeled goods thereto, and a 
Counter having numbered chambers to re 
Ceive goods according to their label mum 
ber from the turntable. ~ - 

2. In self-service store apparatus, a stock 
r00m With stock Iacks disposed for conven 
ient access by the public, a delivery counter 
for clerks, a package receiving table sur 
rounded by the counter and of about even 
height thetevith, a conveyer system includ 
ing belts having top fights disposedlat about 
Counter height foraccess by Customers and 
passing through the counter to Saidl table 
and delive:ing packagesto the Imargin there 
Of, and means for turning the table to carry 
the purchased Ipackages to diferent parts 
Of the counter. 

3. A counter having indlexed chambels, 
Imeans for conveying p Ichased articles to 
the counter from the store Iroom, and index 
means applictuble to an article when selected 
by a customer to associate the alticle witll 
one of the chambers to facilitate segrega 
tion of a customer's purchases. 
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