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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN P. BAIR, citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Bellvue, 
in the county of Pottawatomie and State of 
Kansas, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Door-Closing Devices, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention has for its object an im 

proved construction of device designed to be 
attached to a door, to Swing the same to a 
closed position after a party has passed 
therethrough, the device being composed of 
comparatively few parts that may be 
cheaply manufactured and readily as 
sembled and that will close the door softly 
and not too quickly, while at the same time, 
the adjustment of the parts render the de 
vice capable for use in holding the door com 
pletely open, as well as make it susceptible 
for use only in closing the door, by which 
latter adjustment it will be made particu 
larly applicable for use in connection with 
screen doors that are not required to be 
held open. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain constructions 
arrangements and combinations of the parts 
that I shall hereinafter fully describe and 
claim. 

For a full understanding of the inven 
tion, reference is to be had to the following 
description and accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a door 
closing device constructed in accordance 
with my invention; Fig. 2 is an enlarged 
perspective view of the device detached; 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the device, a 
part being broken away; and, Fig. 4 is a 
perspective view illustrating the arrange 
ment of parts for use in connection with 
screen doors. 

Corresponding and like parts are referred 
to in the following description and accom 
panying drawings by the same reference 
characters. 
My improved door attachment comprises 

a base plate 1 which is formed with any de 
sired number of screw holes to receive screws 
or similar fastening devices by which it 
may be secured to a door frame, the device 
being intended for location close to the 
hinged edge of the door. The base plate 1 
is formed with spaced arms 2 projecting 

outwardly and preferably rearwardly there 
from to some extent as shown, said arms 
forming between them a slot 3 and each be 
ing formed with an apertured ear 4 designed 
to receive a pintle 5 on which the apertured 
head 6 of an actuating rod 7 is pivotally 
mounted. The rod 7 is formed intermedi 
ate of its ends with a hook 8, the rod being 
referably so disposed that the hook will 
ace inwardly toward the door. 
8 is designed for engagement by the looped 
end 9 of a coil spring 10, said spring being 
connected at its opposite end to a chain 11, 
or similar flexible member designed for con 
nection to the base plate 1. 
When the device is used for ordinary 

doors, the flexible connecting member 11 is 
passed through a ring 12 secured to the base 
plate 1 and projecting at right angles from 
the outer face thereof, the rear end of said 
member being slipped over, or otherwise se 
cured to the hooked lug 13 formed on the 
base plate at the rear edge thereof and 
preferably, outwardly offset, as clearly illus 
trated in the drawing. By this arrangement 
of the parts, the chain being secured to the 
base plate by the ring 12 substantially at a 
point in eccentric relation to the center of 
rotation of the actuating rod 7, it is obvious 
that after the door has been swung one-half 
way open, the actuating rod will pass the 
center and the spring 10 will exert its ten 
sion in the opposite direction to continue 
the movement of the door toward open po 
sition tending to hold the door open as well 
as fully closed. 
When it is desired to use the device in 

connection with a screen door which ordi 
narily does not require to be held open, the 
connecting member 11 is not passed through 
the ring 12, but directly through the slot 3, 
and is engaged with a hooked lug 14 formed 
on the rear edge of the base plate 1 in aline 
ment with the slot. 15 designates a screw 
eye which is designed for attachment to 
the door so as to effect a sliding connection 
between the door and the relatively free 
end of the actuating rod 7. 
From the foregoing description in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing, 
the operation of my improved door closing 
and opening device will be apparent. In as 
sembling the parts for use on ordinary doors 
after the base plate has been secured to the 
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door frame or casing, the screw-eye 15 is 
secured to the door and one end of the ac 
tuating rod 7 slipped inside the eye. The 
hook 8 facing the door. The spring 10 is 
then slipped over the hook 8 and the chain 
or other flexible member is passed through 
the ring 12 and engaged on the lug 13 after 
which the apertured head 6 of the rod 7 is 
passed in between the ears 4 and the pintle 
5 slipped into place and held by eyes or 
other fastening devices. The same manner 
of assembling the parts is proceeded with 
in connection with screen doors, except that 
the flexible connecting member is passed 
directly through the slot 3 and engaged 
with the lug 14 instead of being passed 
through the ring 12 and engaged With the 
lug 13. - 

9 995,212 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is: 
A device of the character described, com 

prising a base plate, an actuating rod piv 
otally intered to the base plate, means for 
slidingly connecting the actuating rod with 
a door, the base plate being provided with 
a ring and a lug back of the ring and a con 
tractile spring connected to the rod, and a 
flexible connecting member secured to the 
spring and passing through the ring and 
connected to said lug. 
In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. - 
JOHN P. BAIR. L. s. 

Witnesses: GEO. B. BAR, 
JosEPH M. STEELE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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