No. 641,004. Patented lan. 9, 1900.
J. W. FOLLANSBEE.

INSTRUMENT FOR SECRET WRITING AND TRANSLATING.

(Application filed Aug. 3, 1899.)

(No Model.)

N A ] AR

1%
A

7

1\\</\</\/\\\//1/\ %

Wifgzsses Jéﬁmﬁ%/hj&é‘dﬁ% Il)x?u)‘fop




10

I5

20

25

30

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOIIN W. FOLLANSBEE, OF TERRE HAUTE, INDJANA.

INSTRUMENT FOR SECRET WRITING AND TRANSLATING.
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Zo all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, JOHN W, FOLLANSBEE,
acitizen of the United States,residing at Terre
Haute, in the county of Vigo and State of
Indiana, have invented a new and useful In-
strument, of which the followingis a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to improvements in
secref writing and translating by the use of .
an instrument.

Thisinventionrelatestoinstrumentsadapt-
ed for use in the writing and translating of
secret communications; and it has forits ob-
ject to provide a device of this nature com-
prising aplurality of concentric members hav-
ing characters thereon and certain of which
characters are adapted to be successively
alined with pointers to indicate the properlet-
ters in accordance with the directions given.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification and in which similar numerals
of reference designate like and correspond-
ing parts in both views, Figure is a top plan
view of the device embodying this invention.
Fig. 2 is a central vertical section, parts be-
ing shown in elevation.

Referring now fo the drawings, the present
device consists of a preferably cylindrical
base portion 5, in the upper end of which is
a circular recess §, resulting in the formation
of a flange 7 at the outer edge of the upper
end of the cylinder,and upon this upper end
is marked a series of numerals from ““1” to
€¢26,” both inclusive, and which numerals are
equally spaced. A shaft 8is secured in the
body 5 and projects upwardly therefrom
through the recess 6 and above the flange 7.
Within the recess 6 and upon the shaft 8 is
rofatably disposed a disk 9, having a flange
10uponits upper face adjacentits outeredge,
and the upper end of which flange lies flush
with the flange 7 and adjacent thereto. The
upperface of the flange 7 hasanumber of tacks
11 driven into it, the heads of which tacks are
provided with the lefters of the alphabet in
order. It will of course be understood that,
if desired, these letters may be marked di-
rectly upon the flange 10. Between the disk
9 and the base 5is a washer12, disposed upon
the shaft 8 to form a better bearing-surface
for easy rotation of the disk. The flange 10

upon the disk 9 results in the formation of a

central cireular recess 13, and in this recess
is disposed a second disk 14, having a washer
15 disposed between it and the disk and en-
circling the shaft 8, This disk 14has a num-
ber of tacks 15 in its upper surface adjacent
its periphery, and which tacks are marked
with the letters of the alphabet, arranged in
reverse order o those marked upon the tacks
11, the disks 9 and 14 being held against re-
moval from the shaft 8 by meansof a thumb-
nut16 in threaded engagement with the outer
end of the shaft 8 and which thumb-nut also
acts to clamp the disks against rotation.

Two pointers 20 and 21 are fixed to the up-
per surface of the flange 7 at diametrically
opposite points thereof and in line with two
of the numbers upon the flange, the pointer
21 terminating at the edge of the flange 10,
while the pointer 20 projects over the flange
10 and terminates at the edge of the disk 14.

In practice this key may be employed in
translating a message in the following man-
ner, supposing the message having been writ-
ten with reference to the key: If the word
“bad” is to be translated, the word might
be found printed as follows: ‘“23A22 10N23
23B21.” This would mean that using first the
outside pointer, which is at *“23,” the letter
“A” is brought opposite the pointer, and then
by reference to the number ‘227 the letter
“B” is found. Then referring to the oppo-
site pointer, ‘10" would indicate this pointer,
and “N7” would signify that the inner disk
was to be rotated to bring “N” in alinement
with the pointer, when it will be found that at
“23” would be shown theletter “A.” “23B21”
indicates that ‘37 in the outside disk is to
be brought opposite the pointer at ‘“23,” and
then upon reference to ‘217 the letter “D”
will be shown.

It will of course be understood that the
above explanation gives only one of the nu-
merous ways in which this key may be used,
and it may be of course empleyed in any de-
sired manner.

What is claimed is—

1. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base provided with characters, a rota-
table body mounted upon the base and hav-
ing also characters, a second rotatable body
provided with characters, a pointer fixed to
the base and adapted to indicate the charac-
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ters of the first-named rotatable body, and a
second pointer fixed to the base and extend-
ing over the first-named rotatable body to in-
dicate the characters of the second rotatable
body.

2. Adevice of the class deseribed compris-
ing a base having a recess and 4 resultant
flange, numerals upon the flange, a disk with-
in the recess and having a flange upon its up-
per face marked with the alphabet, a sec-
ond disk mounted within the inclosure of the
flange and of the first disk and having the
letters of the alphabet upon its upper face,
and pointers fixed to the base and adapted to
indicate the letters of the disks respectively.

3. A device of the class described, compris-
ing a base having a circular recess and a re-
sultant flange, numerals upon the flange, a
disk within the recess and having a flange
upon its upper face marked with the alpha-
bet, a second disk mounted within the inclo-
sure of the flange of the first disk and having
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the letters of the alphabet upon its upper face,
and a pointer for each of the disks, said point-
ers being adapted to indicate the letters suc-
cessively.

4. A device of the class described compris-
ing a base having a recess and a resultant
flange, numerals upon the flange, a disk with-
in the recess and having a flange upon its up-
per face marked with the alphabet, a sec-
ond disk mounted within the inclosure of the
flange of the first diskand having the letters
of the alphabet upon its upper face, a pointer
fixed upon the flange of the base and adapt-
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ed toindicate the letters of the first disk, and

a second pointer fixed upon the flange of the
base and extending over the flange of the
first disk and adapted to indicate the letters
of the second disk.
JOHN W. FOLLANSBEE.
Witnesses:
THOMAS HENDRICKS MORGAN,
JAMES E. SOMER.




