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(57) Abstract: A medical instrument has a
set of opposing jaws that can be articulat-
ed, both left and right, from centerline.
The instrument has a proper bend radius
and support for the jaw actuation member
and cutter driving member. The bendable
support for the drive members comprises
tightly wound coil springs. Another em-
bodiment of the invention controls the de-
gree of articulation at the handle of the la-
paroscopic instrument. A further embodi-
ment of the invention incorporates a lock-
ing mechanism to prevent motion of the
wrist while the user performs other opera-
tions on the device. The locking mecha-
nism also includes an indexing feature
with which the user can index and choose
the necessary amount of angle between
preset angles.
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