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bent to form a pair of reversely curved sec 
tion or portions 17 and a W-shaped central 
section or portion 18. 
As shown most clearly in Fig. 2 the outer 

5 sides of the bends 17 and the closed end 19 
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of the W-shaped portion 18 are adapted to 
be engaged within the annular recess 34 
formed by the annular projecting bead 13. 
As Will be noted from an inspection of Fig. 
2 the horizontally extending re-entrant cen 
tral spring section of the Spike-forming ele 
ment engages with the annular recess 14 at 
three equally Spaced points within the 
flanged bottom of the container, Such points 
being spaced approximately - 120° apart. 
This horizontal portion of said element also 
forms a flat Stipporting Surface, the upper 
face of which contacts with the flat bottom 
11 of the container. Due to the arc-shaped 
cross section of the annular recess 14, the 

| upper face of the portions 17,18, 19 will be 
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forced, or clamped as it were, tightly against 
the flat bottom 11. 

It will be noted by referring to Fig. 2 
that the prongs or Spikes 15 are located at 
diametrically opposed points of the bottom 
and in contacting engagement with the 
flange 13. Due to this construction the 
?langed bottom of the container serves to im 
part added rigidity to the Spikes and more 

| over the location of the Spikes at diametrical 
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ly opposed points tends to hold the container 
in a position of more stable equilibrium when 
the spikes are inserted into the ground. 

| The provision of the central V-shaped por 
tion 18 results in imparting considerable resi 
liency to the Spike-forming element which 
mot only in Sures a tighter gripping engage 
ment of the element with the flange 13, but 
also permits the element to be more readily 
Sprung in Wardly so as to disengage it from 
said ?lange. In addition the central W-shaped 
portion 18 also permits the Spike-forming 
element to be readilly employed with vases of 
varying sizes. 
The manner in which the device is used will 

be readilly understood. If it is desired to em 
ploy the container in assembled condition 
with the Spikes, the Spikes are sprung in 
waardly a sufficient distance to permit the por 
tions 17, 19, to be inserted within the flange 
13. The Spikes are then released and due to 
the resiliency of the wire the portions 17 will 
Spring into Sung contacting engagement 
within the annular recess 14. The Spikes 15 
are thrust into the ground and the entire 
structure will be maintained quite securely 
in a vertical position. 
As Will be seen from the foregoing the 

present construction posSesses the following 
advantages: The use of two spikes locatedat 
diametrically opposed points insures that the 
device will be held securely in the ground and 
particularly in damp ground or Sand. The 
spilkes are readilly removable by gripping 
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both of them and squeezing them towards 
each other. The construction of the Spike 
forming element is such that a plurality of 
vases can be arranged in nested relationship 
and the Spikes placed in a container with 
Such vases by turning the Spike-forming ele 
ment up-side-down and packing them along 
side the vases. The removability of the 
Spikes from the container enables the user 
to place the Vase On a grave stone or other 
convenient flat Surface while arranging the 
bouquet. Due to the construction of the 
Spike-forming element with the W-shaped 
portion 18 and the curved ends 17 with the 
Spikes located in close proximity to the flange 
13, the container serves to impart rigidity to 
the Spikes when the parts are assembled. 
The greater resiliency secured by reason of 
the W-shaped portion 18 permits the element 
to be used with vases having flanges of dif 
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ferent dimensions, as a result less dimensional 
accuracy is required not only in the manufac 
ture of the Spike-forming element, but also, 
which is of even greater advantage, in the 
manufacturing of the containers. . 
While I have shown for the purpose of 

this application a satisfactory construction 
example embodying the principles of the 
present invention, it will be understood that 
many changes, variations and modifications 
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of the Specific details may be resorted to with 
out departing from Such principles. 

1 claim: 
1. A bouquet holder comprising a con 

tainer having a flanged bottom, and a Spike 
forming element detachably secured to said 
bottom, said element comprising a plurality 
of Spikes located at Spaced points closely 
adjacent to the said flanged bottom, a con 
tainer-engaging portion of sinuous contour 
having a plurality of sections contacting with 
the flange of Said bottom at a plurality of 
Substantially equally Spaced points. 

2. A bouquet holder comprising a con 
tainer having a flanged bottom, and a Spike 
forming element detachably secured to said 
bottom, said element comprising a plurality 
of spikes located at opposed points closely 
adjacent to the perimeter of Said bottom, and 
a container engaging portion, said engaging 
portion comprising a W-shaped central sec 
tion and a pair of reversely bent Sections 
located at the ends of the legs of Said V sec 
tion for engagement with the flange of said 
bottom. 
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3. A bouquet holder comprising a. con 
tainer having a flanged bottom, and a Spike 
forming element detachably secured to said 
bottom, said element comprising a plurality 
of spikes located at diametrically opposed * 
points closely adjacent to the perimeter of 
said bottom, and a container engaging por 
tion, Said engaging portion extending per 
pendicularly to said Spikes and comprising 
a V-shaped central portion and a pair of * 
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reversely curved portions located at the ends 
of said V-shaped portion, the Spikes beinglo 
cated at the ends of said reversely curved 
portions to lie in closely contacting relation 

5 ship with the flange of said bottom. 
4. A bouquet holder comprising a con 

tainer having a flanged bottom, and a Spike 
forming element detachably secured to said 
bottom, said element comprising a plurality 

10 of spikes located at diametrically opposed 
points closely adjacent to the perimeter of 
Said bottom, and a container engaging por 
tion, Said engaging portion comprising a. 
V-shaped central section and a pair of re 

15 versely curved side sections located at the 
ends of said V-section, the outerfaces of said 
reversely curved sections and the closed end 
of the V-shaped section engaging with the 
flange of said container at equally Spaced 

20 points Spaced approximately 120° apart. 
5. A bouquet holder comprising a con 

tainer having a flanged bottom and a Spike 
forming element detachably secured thereto, 
Said element comprising a plurality of spikes 

25 and a container-engaging portion including 
a central spring section of substantially sin 
uous form engaging said flanged bottom at 
a plurality of spaced points. 

6. A bouquet holder comprising a con 
30 tainer having a flanged bottom and a spike 

forming element detachably secured thereto, 
said element having a horizontally extending 
sinuously curved portion including a re-en 
trant central spring section and a plurality 

35 of Spikes extending perpendicular to said 
horizontal portion located adjacent to the 
ends thereof. 

7. A bouquet holder comprising a con 
tainer having a flanged bottom and a Spike 

40 forming element connected thereto, said ele 
ment comprising a central main Spring sec 
tion, a pair of shortreversely curved sections 
joined at their inner ends to the ends of said 
central section and a pair of Spike sections 

45 located One at each of the outer ends of said 
curved sections and extending perpendicular 
to said bottom. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

hereto: 
50 WALITER. H. RUDOLPH. 
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