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IMPROVEMENT IN SHOES.

i

Thé Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part.of the same,

Zo.awhom it may concern ;' _ '
Be it known that I, SAMUEL ' W. FRANOIS, of New-

- port, in the county of Newport and State of Rhode

Island, ‘have invented. vertain new and usefal Im-
provements in Shoes, of which the following is a spec-
ification. . SR . o
-~ My invention relates principally to overshoes. for
. the feet, and its object is to produce a shoe of this
« . description, which, while fitting the foot snugly, may
" ~be readily pulled” off .or drawn on without the wse of
the hands or boot=jack, and without the ‘necessity of
_-sitting down or stooping. : : T
The invention is applicable to overshoes of rubber,

cloth, or other like material, and ‘to anysimilar cover--

, ings for the feet, B
1t consists in the employment, in the manner sab-

- - stantially as hereinafter desciibed, of a ‘metallic -or
other-suitable spring,-exténding partlyaroind the.

opening’in the siioe -through which the foot enters,
-and attached to the-body of the shoe under such an

; " arrangement that, while permitting the material of'
. whith the shoe is composed to yield to the pressuie |

+ of ‘the foot and allew the foot-to enter the. shoe, it

will, when' the shoe is once on, canse the yielding.
material to spring back into place to properly cover

and-elasp. or fit the foot.- S :
‘The manner ‘in which my invention is. or way be

carried into effect will ‘be' understood by reference to

.- the accompanying-drawing, in' which-—

Figure 1 is-a perspective view of an overshoe made |

in accordance with my-invention, - . :
Figure-2 is a longitudinal vertical seetion of the
-same. ' RRREE T
In carrying out my invention I prefer to appy the
spring device ‘above referred to to the heel or rear

- portion of the shoe, as in this position. it is Tocated

" a'of the shoe I secure a metallic. spring, b, the ends
i of ‘'whieh are secured in ‘suitable sockets or clasps ¢,
- located at about the instep, .

This spring is preferably arranged within the sh'oe, .

and so as to be.covered by the lining ; or, if the shoe
be made of vuleanized rubber, the spring may be in-

e corporated in the material of which the heel « is _

formed; A : .
The arrangement of the spring. is such that it will

- allow the rubber, cloth, or-other wateriaf of which the

rear part of thie shoe is composed to coliupse and yield
- or foll together when the Toot is inserted in the open-
ing and pressed down apon this portion of the shoe,

thereby enkwging the opening sutfielently to permit

‘the foot to pass entirely into the shoe. .
. When this takes place, the foot, of coarse, reieases

“clasps ¢, but in any other- suitable manner.

thé heel @ and spring b, aud the latter, naw that the -

-pressure ‘has ceased, immediately recoils- or- springs
-back into place, consequently drawing up the collapsi

ble- part a, which is thus caused to cover and fit

.around the foot. . By this means, that is to say, by

the mere pressure of the foot. and without the use of
the hands, the.shoe can be put on with ease. o
. To facilitate the taking -off of the shoe I provide a
metallic or other stud or projection, d, of -guitable
construction, riveted or otherwise-fastened to the rear

‘part of the shoe and- projecting therefrom, by press-

ing upon which with the toe of the other foot the lieel
@ can -be pushed down and the. foot drawn out from
the. shoe, : R : :

1 am.aware that stads or projections have been. -

‘formed on or attached to the rear portion of shoes for. .

the purpuse of facilitating the puliing off .of the shoe

“from the foot, and I do nos; . thevefore, «laim ‘this fea-

ture, sive in connection with the dollapsible -heel of

- otber portion of ‘the shoe with which the spring a.is

combined. .

I have described one arrangement by which my in-
vention may be carried into effect, but it is manifast
that the form and location of the spring may be varied,
and. that jts ends may be-fastened ‘Bot -only by the

be a round’or a flat spring, and of such dimensionsas

'may be deemed advisable. -
. Thie spring, instead of being applied to the heel a,

can be applied to the front of the shoe f, or at any
suitable. point around the opering in the shoe,
~“'What I claim as my invention, and-desire to secure
by Letters Patenit; js— : o
1." An overshoe or otler covering for the foot, made
of rubber, cloth, or other suitable material, combined
‘with a spring united with the :same, and “alrtanged’
around or partly around the opening in the shoe, to-
operate substantially in the manner shown and set
forth. ' B :
2. An overshoe or other covering for the foot, hav-

' ing a yielding or collapsible heel or rear portion, com-

bined with a spring extending wholly or partly around
and united with the upper parg of the saine,; substan-
tially as and for:the purposes shown and deseribed,

3. In combination with the collapsible heel and its -
recoll spring, arranged together as described, the stud
or projection for facilitating the operation of drawing
off the shoe, substantially as set forsi.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name fo
this specification before two subseribing witnesses.

) ) SAML. W. FRANCIS,
“Witnesses:

‘Epwarp M. NewBouLp,
"TrHos. W. Woob.
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