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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHARLES PETER HEROLD, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, 

VENDING APPARATUS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 461,610, dated October 20, 1891. 
Application filed May 29, 1890, Serial No. 353,544 (No model.) 

To all, whon, it naily conce7"n. 
Beitknown that I, CHARLESPETER HEROLD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia county, State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in a Vending Appara 
tus, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of vend 

ing apparatus in which the articles to be pur 
chased are discharged from a receptacle by 
means of a pusher operated by the purchaser 
and locked until the introduction of a coin of 
proper size and value into the machine; and 
my invention consists in constructing the 
parts of the machine as fully set forth here 
inafter, and as illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is an external elevation of my im 
proved vending apparatus: Fig. 2, a sectional 
elevation; Fig. 3, a plan view of parts within 
the base of the machine; Fig. 4, a plan view, 
the top of the receptacle-case being removed. 
Within the base A of the machine are ar 

ranged the actuating devices for the pusher 
B, which moves above the top 1 of the base, 
which actuating devices are operated by the 
thumb-lever 2, pivoted to the side of the base 
and extending forward and outside of the 
base through a slot 3. The intermediate con 
nections between the thumb-lever 2 and the 
pusher B may be of any suitable character; 
but, as shown, they consist of a bell-crankle 
ver 4, one arm of which is connected to the 
slide 6 of the pusher by a connecting-rod 5, 
while the other arm extends to meet a lever 
7, pivoted within the base, the other arm of 
the lever 7 extending over the thumb-lever 
2. The parts are arranged as described and 
illustrated, so that by pressing upon the 
thumb-lever 2 the slide 6, with its pusher 
B, is caused to be moved forward against a 
package ac, contained in a case C above the 
base, thereby forcing the package through a 
slot S in the case and outward over the plat 
form 1 into a receptacle 9, from which the op 
erator can take it. 
In order to limit taking of the packages to 

those who make payment therefor, I combine 
with the above-described parts a locking de 
vice which prevents any movements of Such 
parts except when a coin of proper value and 
dimensions is placed in the machine. While 

such locking device may be constructed in 
different ways in connection with said parts, 
I show it in the form of a weighted locking 
lever 10, which normally occupies a position 
with a finger 12 in front of a shoulder 13 of 
the slide G, and with one arm 14 extending 
across a channel 15 in a chute 16, leading 
from a slot 17 in the platform 1. When a 
coin is placed in the slot 17, it runs down the 
channel until it makes contact with the arm 
14, when the lever 10 will be depressed and 
the finger 12 will be carried from opposite 
the shoulder of the slide6, when pressure upon 
the tongue-lever 2 will thrust forward the 
pusher. When pressure is released upon the 
tongue-lever, a spring 18 will pull back the 
slide and the pusher, when the parts will re 
sume their normal positions, the coin falling 
from the channel into the base of the ap 
paratus. 
To prevent efforts to extract the packages 

by tools introduced from the outside, I ar 
range a guard 20 in front of the slot 8 and 
extending downward with itslower edgeabove 
the top of the platform 1, said guard being 
above the receptacle 9. This arrangement 
permits the articles to pass readily into the 
receptacle while guarding access to the in 
terior of the case from without. 
The case C may be of any suitable con 

struction; but in order to increase the stor 
age capacity of the apparatus and the ability 
to support a number of different articles, I 
prefer to use a case movable to the base and 
provided with a series of channels, either of 
which may be brought into line with the 
pusher B. The case C may be round or po 
lygonal and may be movably connected with 
the base in any suitable manner; but, as 
shown, it is sexagonal, turning around a ver 
tical standard 21, which passes through a 
spider at the top of the case and to which is 
fastened a button 23, extending over the top 
of the case and locking the latter to the base. 
Within the case are guides 24, forming chan 
nels) for the different series of packages ac, 
With a slot 8 at the base of each channel 
and with a guard 25 on the outside of the 
case over each slot, the guard having a curved 
edge and the series of guards forming prac 
tically a circular projection at the base of the 
case, which turns within an annular flange 26, 
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secured to the platform 1. In the middle of 
each guard 25 is a hand-hold 27, by which 
each channel may be centered in its position 
opposite the pusher Band the guard 20, and at 
the bottom of the case is an annular rest 28, 
Serving to support the Series of packages, 
and in said rest in the middle of each chan 
nel is a slot 29 to receive the beveled knob of 
a flat spring 30, which serves to hold the case 
in position when any One channel is brought 
opposite the pusher, but which will yield to a 
proper amount of force as is applied to turn 
the case between another channel and posi 
tion opposite the pusher. It will be seen that 
by turning the case the channels may be 
brought in any desired succession opposite 
the pusher, and when said packages contain 
different material any one of the same may 
be delivered after the deposit of the proper 
coin at the will of the operator. 
While the parts connected with the thumb 

lever 2 may be secured to supports on the 
base, I prefer to support the whole by a frame 
D, which can be applied to or removed from 
the base with all the parts in proper relative 
position. This facilitates the construction 
and also prevents the disarrangement of the 
parts from warping of the case constituting 
the base. 

It will be evident that in connection with 
the revolving case C different appliances may 
be used for moving the pusher. 
In the coin-chute I have provided an open 

ing or slot -, through which a coin of smaller 
size or weight than a fixed denomination will 
pass without any action upon the levers. 
Without limiting myself to the precise con 

struction and arrangement of parts shown, 
I claim 

1. In a vending apparatus, a case provided 
with a series of packages and with a slot 
through which the packages may beforced out 
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ward in succession, combined with a pusher 
for forcing out said packages, a lever and in 
termediate connections for operating the 
pusher, said lever extending to the outside of 
the case, a locking device for restraining the 
movements of the pusher, and a channel for 
receiving the coin arranged to conduct said 
coin to a position to bear upon said locking 
device, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination of a case provided with 
a slot, a pusher and an operating-lever ex 
tending outside of the case, a locking-lever 
engaging the part of the pusher, and a coin 
channel into which one end of the locking 
lever extends, substantially as set forth. 

3. The combination of the slotted case, slid 
ing pusher, lever 2, and intermediate levers 4 
and 7 and connecting-rod 5, substantially as 
set forth. 

4. The combination, with a pusher and its 
operating appliances and the detent 30, of a 
revoluble closed case provided with a series 
of package-receptacles, a Series of hand-holds 
27, and a series of slots 29, substantially as de 
scribed. 

5. The combination of the base supporting 
the pusher, revolving case C, with a series of 
package receptacles and openings 8, a guard 
Over each Opening, and a flange upon the base 
inclosing all the guards, substantially as set 
forth. 

6. The combination of the base, pusher, re 
volving case, guards on said case, flange 26, 
and guard 20, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

CHARIES PETER HEROLD. 
Witnesses: 

AUGUST MENSCH, 
JACOB SCHOTT. 
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