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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HERMAN DU BRAU, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Painting Apparatus, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My present invention pertains to devices 

of the roller type for painting or printing 
continuous ornaments on walls, ceilings, 
cloth and other surfaces; and it consists in 
the peculiar and advantageous device here 
inafter described and definitely claimed. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing part hereof: Fig. 1 is a perspective 
view of the painting device constituting the 
best practical embodiment of my invention 
that I have devised. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal 
vertical section of the same. Fig. 3 is a sec 
tion taken through the paint-carrying roller 
lengthwise thereof, and showing the means 
in said roller for keeping separate the bodies 
of different colored paints. Fig. 4 is a per 
spective view showing the paint-separating 
means as the same appears when remove 
from said roller. 
Similar letters designate corresponding 

parts in all of the views of the drawings, re 
ferring to which: 
A is the handle of the device, which is 

preferably of wood, and B and C are the 
sections of the frame, while D is the screw 
which serves to connect and adjustably fix 
the Sections B and C with respect to each 
other and also serves to attach the handle to 
the frame. For the sake of cheapness the 
frame sections B and C are preferably cast 
of iron, and by comparison of Figs. 1 and 2, 
it will be understood that the section B 
comprises a side portion a having a circular 
opening...b and also having a slot c that is 
open at its rear end d, and a rear arm e that 
reaches inward at a right angle from said 
side portion a and is provided in its for 
ward side with a groove f, of dove-tail 
or equivalent form in cross-section. The 
Section C comprises a side portion g, and an 
arm h, that reaches inward at a right angle 
from said side portion near the rear end 
thereof. In the side portion g is a slot c 
similar to that of the side portion a, and 
also in Said side portion g is a forward slot , 

of right-angle form, for a purpose herein 
after set forth. The arm f of the section 
C is of dove-tail form in cross-section to 
Snugly fit in the groove f of the arm e on 
Section B, and is provided at intervals of 
its length with apertures i, designed to reg 
ister with an aperture k in the arm e of sec 
tion B. I would also have it understood 
that the arm e may, When deemed expedient, 
be provided with other apertures k at inter 
mediate points of its length, this with a view 
of increasing the range of adjustment of the 
sections B and C. The said additional 
apertures k are shown by dotted lines in 
Fig. 1. 
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By virtue of the frame construction de 
Scribed, it will be understood that when the 
handle A is detached and the screw D re 
moved, the Sections B and C may be moved 
OutWard or inward, as occasion demands, 
and may then be adjustably fixed with re 
spect to each other by replacing the screw D 
in registered apertures of the arms e and h. 
and replacing the handle. It will also be 
understood that while the said adjustable 
capacity adapts the frame to carry rollers of 
different lengths, it does not detract from the 
stiffness and strength of the frame. 
E is the painting or printing roller of the 

device, which is interposed between the 
frame arms a and g. I prefer to have the 
said roller E. comprise a cylindrical body on, 
of Wood, and a covering in of soft and elastic 
rubber, secured on the body m, and bearing 
a pattern that is preferably in relief, as illus 
trated. On the body m, are trunnions p, and 
one of these is arranged in the opening b in 
the arma, while the other is arranged in the 
slot of the armg. It will be here noted that 
by reason of one trunnion of the roller Ebeing 
arranged in the slot i, the said roller may be 
expeditiously and easily removed from the 
frame and as readily replaced therein, and 
yet during the use of the device there is no 
liability of the roller E being displaced or 
disarranged, inasmuch as the paint-carrying 
roller F serves, by bearing forwardly against 
the roller E, to yieldingly retain the trun 
nion of the latter in the forward end of the 
slot i. 
The paint-carrying roller F is preferably 

made up of a cylinder r of wire gauze or 
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other suitable foraminous material, metallic 
rings S soldered or otherwise fixed in the 
ends of the said cylinder r, and provided 
with interior threads, a covering ti, of felt or 
Suitable cloth or other suitable absorbent ma 
terial surrounding the cylinder 7, and heads 
u having threaded portions turned into con 
nection with the rings s, and also having 
their perimeters arranged flush with that of 
the covering t, as shown. On the heads at 
are headed pins , and these are designed to 
be placed in the frame slots 6 and to be en 
gaged by hooks at at the rear ends of trac 
tile springs G, which latter are connected to 
the side portions of the frame at points in 
advance of the slots 6, and hence are adapt 
ed to hold the Follers F under yielding pres 
sure against the roller E. It will also be un 
derstood here that when the hooks us of the 
springs are disengaged from the pins v, the 
roller F may be readily removed from the 
frame. 
H is the means for separating and pre 

venting intermingling of bodies of different 
colored paints in the roller F. The said 
means H comprises a stem a, a head y of 
thick leather or stiff felt or equivalent ma 
terial fixed on the forward portion thereof, 
and a disk 2, of similar material arranged on 
the stem and adjustable in the direction of 
the length thereof. 
When it is desired to place bodies of paint 

of different colors in the roller F, the said 
roller is of course removed from the frame, 
and then one of the heads at is removed and a 
body of paint of one color is placed in one end 
portion of the cylinder r, say the left-hand 
end portion shown in Fig. 3. Then a second 
body of paint of a different color from that 
first named is placed in the cylinder and at 
the opposite side of the head y, with refer 
ence to the first-named body of paint, and 
then the heads gy and 2 are moved to the posi 
tion shown. With this done, if it is desired 
to use three color's of paint at one time, the 
third body of paint is placed in the cylinder 
a back of the disk 2, after which the cylinder 
is closed, and when placed in the frame and 
connected with the springs G, is ready for 
Se. 
The paints which I prefer to use are pref 

erably oil paints of about the consistency of 
lard, and I would also say that in the use 
of the device it is well to impregnate the 
felt covering t of the roller F with turpen 
tine, so as to better enable the said felt cov 
ering to receive the paint and apply the 
same to the perimeter of the roller E. I 
Would also say that experience has demon 
strated the fact that when more than one 
color of paint is used in the roller F, there 
will be no sharp line of demarcation between 
the colors on the surface that is being paint 
ed, but on the other hand at their meeting 
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is to enhance the ornamentation of the Sur 
aCe. - - - - - - - 

it will be gathered from the foregoing 
that when the cylinder 9 of my novel device 
is properly supplied with paint, and the de 
vice is properly moved over the surface to 
be painted or printed, the design on the 
roller E will be repeated on the surface, and 
a considerable length of surface may be 
painted or printed quickly and with but 
little effort on the part of the user. It will 
also be gathered that the range of usefulness 
of the device is very Wide, inasmuch as any 
pattern or device that it is desired to apply 
may be used on the perimeter of the roller E. 
When it is desired to use but one color of 

paint in the roller F, the means H may be 
entirely removed from the roller F, while 
when it is desired to use two colors, the 
disk 2 is preferably arranged at the oppo 
site side of one body of paint, with reference 
to the head gy. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat 
ent, is: 

1. In a device for the purpose described, 
the combination of frame sections compris 
ing side portions in which are slots that are 

side portions; one of the said arms being of 
dove-tail form in cross-section, and the other 
having a groove of dove-tail form in CFOSS 
section receiving the first-named arm, and 
one arm having an aperture, and the other 
having apertures at intervals of its length 
adapted to be registered with the first 
named aperture, a handle extending rear 
ward at a right-angle from the rear arm, a 
screw removably arranged in registered 
apertures of the arms and detachably con 
necting the handle thereto, a roller remov 
ably mounted between the arms of the frame 
sections and adapted to apply paint to a Sur 
face to be decorated, a roller adapted to 
carry paint and supply the same to the first 
named roller and having portions removably 
alranged in the slots in the arms of the 
frame sections, and tractile springs con 
nected to the frame sections and detachably 
connected to the said portions of the paint 
carrying roller and adapted to hold said 
roller under yielding pressure against the 
first-named roller. 

2. In a device for the purpose described, 
the combination with a paint- carrying 
roller comprising a cylinder of wire gauze, 
means for closing the ends of the said cyl 
inder, and a covering of absorbent material 
surrounding the cylinder; of a device for 
eparating bodies of paint, arranged in the 
cylinder and comprising a stem, a disk fixed 
on one end of the stem and frictionally en 
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gaging the inner side of the wire gauze cyl- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
inder, and a disk arranged and adjustable on my hand in presence of two subscribing 
the stem in the direction of the length there- Witnesses. 
of and also frictionally engaging the inner HERMAN DU BRAU. 
side of the wire gauze cylinder; the stem Witnesses: 
being adapted to serve as a handle for the JoHNW. BROSIUs, 
insertion and withdrawal of both disks. W. H. DASHIEN. 


