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which include candidate answers to the question; a causality expression extraction unit 82 which extracts a causality
expression from each of the answer passages; an associated causality expression extraction unit 86 which selects, with
respect to combinations of the question and the answer passages, associated expressions which are most associated with
the combinations from within the storage unit 60; and a neural network 92 which receives combinations which are formed
from the question, the answer passages, semantic relationship expressions with respect to the answer passages, and one
of the associated expressions with respect to the combinations of the question and the answer passages, and selects the
answer to the question from among the answer passages.
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