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This invention relates to improvements in feed 
troughs for poultry and more especially to a novel 
feed trough of inexpensive and sanitary con 
struction. 

5 One of the objects of the invention is to pro 
vide a feed trough which may be formed of any 
Suitable sheet material, such as paper board, fiber 
board or corrugated paper board, the parts of 
which can be assembled without the use of tools. 
A further object is to furnish a chick feeder 

of Such inexpensive construction that after it 
is used with one lot of chicks, it may be de 
stroyed by fire so as to reduce the spread of dis 
teaSe. 

With the foregoing objects outlined and with 
other objects in view which will appear as the 
description proceeds, the invention consists in 
the novel features hereinafter described in de 
tail, illustrated in the accompanying drawing, and 
more particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

feeder. 
Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view 

taken on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view 

of one end portion of the feeder, the section being 
taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 4. 

Fig. 4 is an end view of the same. 
Fig. 5 is an elevation of the ridge strip of the 

device. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view of the blank from which 

the trough is made. 
From an inspection of the drawing, it may be 

Seen that all of the parts are formed of sheet 
material and therefore may be shipped in knock 
down condition. 

In the form of the invention illustrated, the 
feeder is made of six parts, a trough 7, a ridge 
strip 8, center supports 9 and end supports 0. 
Each of the end Supports may be of Substantially 
triangular shape provided. With two die-cut holes 

and 2. The Opening f is preferably en 
larged at its ends 3 to facilitate the cutting 
of the hole and to provide clearance space to 
permit the ridge strip to be threaded there 
through. The hole 2 is cut in such a way as 
to provide a lower horizontal Supporting edge 4, 
upper notches 5 and a tongue 6, the latter 
being of less length than the hole 2 so as to 
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leave enlarged apertures 7 at the side edges of 
the tongue. 
Each of the center supports 9 is of the same 

55 construction as the end Supports With the ex 

(C. 9-61) 

ception that the tongue 6 is omitted and the 
side edges 8 of the hole 9 converge upwardly 
so as to hold the walls of the trough in Con 
Verging relation. 
The trough is made from the rectangular blank 

20 shown in Fig. 6 and this blank is provided 
with a pair of score lines 2 extending length 
wise thereof so as to permit the blank to be folded 
to form the trough. 
The ridge strip 8 is of the same length as the 

trough and is formed of a rectangular piece of 
paper board or the like and its opposite edges 
are provided with short notches 22 and long 
notches 23 which are adapted to frictionally in 
terlock with the supports 9 and 9 at the lower 
ends of the openings when the strip is threaded 
through said openings. 
In assembling the feeder the blank 20 is folded 
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into trough shape and then it is threaded through 
the openings 2 and 9 of the supports until these 
Supports are spaced along the trough as shown in 
Fig. 1. Then the ridge strip 8 is threaded through 
the openings until the notches 22 or 23 register 
With the supportS, at which time the ridge Strip 
is pushed downwardly So as to interlock With 
the supports. By using notches 22, 23 of different 
lengths at opposite sides of the strip 8, the ridge 
strip may be set either high or low with ref 
erence to the supports to accommodate chicks 
Of different sizes. 
The openings 9 of the center supports allow 

the feed to pass from one end of the trough to 
the other while the tongues 6 form end walls for 
the trough to prevent the feed from discharging 
from the ends of the trough. 
The ridge strip 8 has a three-fold purpose; 

first, it frictionally holds the Supports in place 
and keeps them properly spaced and assembled; 
Second, it keeps the chicks out of the trough and 
out of the feed; third, it has smooth surfaces 
and is of Sufficient depth to prevent the chicks 
from Wrapping their toes around it. In other 
Words, it prevents the chicks from roosting 
thereon. 
When the ridge piece is in place with the longer 

notches 23 down, the distance between the sides 
of the trough and the ridge piece is sufficient only 
to allow the chicks' heads to enter to get the feed 
but too small to receive the bodies of the chicks. 
Obviously this feature acts to keep the chicks out 
of the feed. As the chicks grow, it is necessary 
to have more head room and this is accomplished 
by simply inverting the ridge piece. 

It will be noted in my construction that there 
are no nuts, bolts Or the like used and no tools 
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are needed in setting up the feeder. It Will also 
be observed that my feeder is very simple in con 
struction and as it only requires a Small amount 
cof board, it can be made very cheaply. This low 
cost makes it possible to put the feeder On the 
market as a 100% sanitary feeder, as it can be 
made so cheap that it can be used for one lot of 
chicks and then destroyed. Consequently, a new 
lot of disease-free chicks can be started with a 
new sanitary feeder whenever desired. 
While I prefer to make the feeder of paper 

board, fiber board or corrugated paper board, it 
is obvious that the device may be made of any 
other suitable sheet material and in cases where 
permanency is desired, it can be manufactured 
from sheet metal. 
From the foregoing, it is believed that the in 

vention may be readily understood and it is 
obvious that changes may be made in the details 
disclosed without departing from the Spirit of 
the invention as expressed in the claims. 
What I desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A chick feeder comprising. Supports having 

side surfaces arranged in parallel planes, each 
Support being formed of sheet material, a trough 
formed of sheet material and extending through 
said supports, and a ridge piece of sheet material 
extending through the supports and having 
notches frictionally engaging said supports and 
connecting the supports to one another. 

2. A chick feeder comprising Supports formed 
Of sheet material, a trough formed of sheet ma 
terial and extending through said Supports, and 
a ridge piece of sheet material extending through 
the supports and connecting the supports to one 
another, said ridge strip having notches inter 
locked with the supports. 

3. A chick feeder comprising Supports formed 
of sheet material, a trough formed of sheet ma 
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terial and extending through said supports, and 
a ridge piece of sheet material extending through 
the Supports and connecting the supports to One 
another, one of said supports having a tongue 
extending into the trough and forming an end 
Wall therefor. 

4. A chick feeder comprising vertical supports, 
a trough extending through the Supports and 
frictionally secured thereto, and a ridge strip 
extending through the supports above the bottom 
of the trough and frictionally connecting Said 
SupportS. 

5. A chick feeder comprising Vertical supports, 
a trough extending through the Supports and 
frictionally secured thereto, and a ridge Strip 
extending through the supports above the bottom 
of the trough and frictionally connecting said 
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supports, all of said parts being formed of sheet 
material. 

6. A chick feeder comprising vertical Supports, 
a trough extending through the supports and 
frictionally secured thereto, and a ridge strip 
extending through the Supports above the bot 
tom of the trough and frictionally connecting 
said Supports, all of said parts being formed of 
fibrous sheet material. 

7. A chick feeder comprising vertical Supports, 
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a trough extending through the supports and fric 
tionally secured thereto, and a ridge strip ex 
tending through the supports above the bottom 
of the trough and frictionally connecting said 
Supports, said ridge strip having notches in one 
of its edges interlocked with said supports. 
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8. A chick feeder comprising vertical supports, 
a trough extending through the supports and 
frictionally secured thereto, and a ridge strip 
extending through the Supports above the bottom 
of the trough and frictionally connecting said 
supports, said ridge strip being vertically ar 
ranged and invertible in said supports. 

9. A chick feeder comprising vertical supports, 
a trough extending through the Supports and 
frictionally secured thereto, and a ridge strip 
extending through the supports above the bottom 
of the trough and frictionally connecting said 
Supports, Some of said supports being provided 
With tongues which project into the trough and 
form end Walls Of the latter. 

10. A chick feeder comprising spaced vertical 
center and end supports, a trough extending 
through said supports and frictionally secured to 
the latter, and a notched ridge strip extending 
through the supports and having some of its 
notches interlocked with Some of Said SupportS. 

11. A chick feeder comprising spaced vertical 
center and end supports, a trough extending 
through said supports and frictionally secured to 
the latter, and a notched ridge Strip extending 
through the supports and having some of its 
notches interlocked with some of said supports, 
the center Supports having openings to permit 
feed to move throughout the length of the trough, 
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and the end supports having tongues forming end 
walls for the trough. - - w 

12. A chick feeder comprising a trough, and 
vertical supports for the latter frictionally se 
cured to the trough, each Support comprising a 
single piece of substantially flat sheet material 
provided with an aperture through which the 
trough slidably extends, said supports holding the 
side walls of the trough in upwardly converging 
relation. 
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