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This invention relates to improved storage shoe heels, 
and more particularly pertains to arrangements of hollow 
heel members permitting ready external access to a stor 
age chamber within the heel member. 
While hollow heels have been known for smuggling 

narcotics, jewels and the like, the constructions usually 
employed have been such as to deny access to the storage 
cavity except by destructive diassembly of the heel, al 
though trap doors opening through the sole into the 
interior of the shoe have also been suggested. In the 
latter case, removal of the shoe from the foot is re 
quired to gain access to the cavity and the presence of 
the heel of the wearer's foot in the shoe is required to 
maintain the cavity closed against access. 
A general object of the present invention is to provide 

a heel arrangement wherein ready external access may 
be had to the storage cavity. 

In accord with the present invention, a safe yet readily 
accessible storage cavity is provided in the heel of a shoe, 
particularly adapted to receive a few coins for lunch 
money for school children, bus tokens, door keys, small 
emergency funds, train tickets and the like. It is, ac 
cordingly, an object of this invention to provide in a 
shoe, a heel construction comprising a chamber to which 
there may be ready access, while maintaining the de 
sired normal external appearance of the shoe and main 
taining strength, comfort and good wearing qualities of 
the shoe. 
A specific object of the invention is to provide a shoe 

with a heel having a cavity arranged to permit ready 
access to the cavity with the shoe on the foot and while 
the wearer is seated with legs crossed in a comfortable 
manner, and in such manner that the cavity is not turned 
upside down to spill its contents upon opening. 
The novel features which are believed to be charac 

teristic of this invention are set forth with particularity 
in the appended claims. The invention itself, however, 
both as to its organization and method of operation, 
together with further objects and advantages thereof, 
may best be understood by reference to the following 
description taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a partially sectionalized and broken away 
side elevation of a shoe heel structure in accord with a 
preferred embodiment of this invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the structure of Fig. 
1, showing a heel member in position to expose a storage 
chamber; 

Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view on enlarged scale 
of a catch element embodied in the structure of Figs. 1 
and 2; 

Fig. 4 is a broken away side view of a portion of a 
heel structure showing a modified attachment of a guard 
member to the shoe sole; 

Fig. 5 is a sectional side elevation of a modified form 
of construction of the heel structure of Figs. 1 and 2, 
wherein several elements are embodied in an assembly 
attachable as a unit to the sole of a shoe; 
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Fig. 6 is a partially fragmentary bottom plan view of 

the assembly shown in Fig. 5, prior to attachment to the 
shoe sole and with a movable heel portion comprising 
a storage cavity swung into forward open position; 

Fig. 7 is a partially broken away and sectionalized 
bottom plan view of a heel structure in accord with a 
modified embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 8 is a sectional side elevation taken along line 
8-8 of Fig. 7; and 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view taken along line 9-9 of 
Fig. 8. 
The preferred embodiment of this invention as shown 

in Fig. 1 of the drawings is applicable to the rear or 
heel structure of a shoe 1, and more particularly to the 
combination of a movable heel member 2 with the rear 
or heel portion 3 of a shoe sole 4 and elements associ 
ated therewith. Since the upper 5 of the shoe and the 
arch and toe portions may be of any desired common 
construction and are not specifically pertinent to the 
novel arrangement, the upper 5 is indicated in broken 
lines and the arch and toe portions are broken away. 

Heel member 2, which may be formed of hard rub 
ber, laminated leather, synthetic plastic, or other suit 
able material, is pivotally attached adjacent its upper 
forward edge 6 by means of hinge leaf 7, hinge pivot 
pin 8 and hinge leaf 9 to heel sole portion 3, screws 10 
being provided to affix leaf 7 to the heel member and 
screws 11 being provided to affix leaf 9 to sole 4. The 
hinge members are preferably of metal. 

Heel member 2 is further attached to heel sole por 
tion 3 by a force-responsive releasable catch or detent 
mechanism 12 which is positioned at a point or portion 
remote from or spaced from pivot axis 8 and which is, 
more particularly, disposed at or near the rear end of 
the heel member and heel sole portion. Catch 12 com 
prises a pair of elements which, when brought into ap 
propriate juxtaposition or contact resist separation and, 
as shown, may consist of a male element 3, which is 
attached by screws 14 to heel member 2 substantially 
at its upper surface 15, and a female element 16, at 
tached by screws 17 to heel sole portion 3 substantially 
at its under surface 18. 
A third group of elements also attaching heel mem 

ber 2 to heel portion 3 is shown in Fig. 1, comprising 
a resilient skirt portion 20 depending from the extreme 
rearward end of sole 4 and attached by means, for 
example, of threads 21 to the sole, and further compris 
ing a notch or indentation 22 in the heel member in 
which a projecting portion 23, in the nature of a detent 
or catch element, engages. The portion 23 is formed, 
preferably, as an integral part of skirt portion. 20. As 
indicated in the drawing by broken lines at 24 the skirt 
portion 20 may be pulled and bent by fingers rearwardly 
from engagement with the heel member, thereby to dis 
engage catch element 23 from notch 22 and to permit 
a finger to reach notch 22. A finger or thumb or other 
external object may thus be used at notch 22 to pry 
or force the rear end of heel member 2 away from the 
shoe sole in a direction to release, upon application of 
sufficient force, the force-responsive catch elements 3 
and 16 from one another and to cause the heel member 
to swing or pivot on hinge pin 8 from the closed posi 
tion of Fig. 1 into the open position of Fig. 2. Upon 
such swinging, a storage cavity or chamber 25 which 
opens through the upper surface 15 of heel member 2 
becomes exposed rather than closed against the under 
surface 18 of sole portion 3 as in the normal closed 
position of Fig. 1. 

The description given above in connection with Fig. 1 
is equally applicable to the view of the preferred embodi 
ment of Fig. 2, and like parts are identified by like nu 
merals in these figures. Fig. 2 further shows a full U 
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shaped skirt member 26, of which the limited rear por 
tion 20 is defined between slots 27 and 28. Skirt mem 
ber 26 has a vertical height substantially equal to but 
slightly less than the height of the heel member 2 and 
is affixed permanently to the shoe 1 by means of threads 
21 which pass through an inturned flange portion 29 of 
the skirt member and join the flange portion to sole 
portion 3 and, if desired, to upper 5. Flange 29thus 
becomes, in effect, a part of the under, surface i8 of heel 
portion 3, and it is preferably either thin enough to lie 
substantially flush with the sole surface or is disposed 
in a shallow groove or bevel cut peripherally into the 
sole sufficiently to cause the flange to lie flush with the 
surface 18. The skirt portion of the heel structure may 
be of metal but it is preferably of a resilient synthetic 
plastic material appropriately colored to blend with other 
portions of the shoe. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The male element 13 of the catch arrangement is seen 

in Fig. 2 to comprise a base plate portion 30 attached by 
screws 14 to heel member 2 in a manner to dispose the 
plate generally flush, with heel surface 15, and, as shown 
in Fig. 3 the plate 30 may have peripheral indentations 
31 to receive the respective heads of flat headed screws 
14. It will be further noted, from Fig. 2, that the screws 
17 of the female spring-comprising element 16 are so 
oriented as to be out of line with screws 14thus to avoid 
contact between the screw heads in case the heads are 
not exactly flush with the surfaces involved. Hinge leaf 
7 is seen to be set into a slight depression 32 in heel 
member 2, whereby leaf 9 may be affixed to the sole 
under surface 18, without the necessity of a depression 
to receive this leaf, and, as so arranged, the hinge pin 
axis 8 is spaced slightly below surface 18 and the heel 
member may freely pivot on the pin 8. - 
A modification is suggested by Fig. 4, in which skirt 

33 is cemented to the outer periphery of the sole heel 
portion 3. The skirt 33 has a resilient portion 34 cor 
responding to portion 20 of skirt 26 of Figs.1 and 2, and 
the skirts otherwise correspond to one another in func 
tion and in general appearance except for the differing 
attachment arrangements thereof. w 

In operation, the arrangement of Figs. 1 through 4 per 
mits coins or the like to be placed in the storage cavity 
and the movable heel member 2 then to be pivoted on 
the hinge pin 8 from the Fig. 2 position into the closed 
Fig. 1 position. As the member 2 moves upwardly it 
slides into the encompassing stationary skirt portion 26, 
until the catches engage to hold the heel member 2 
thereafter in normal aligned position. Heel portion 3 
of the sole together with the thereto attached skirt ele 
ment 26, accordingly, comprise a fixed or stationary com 
posite hollow member into which the heel member 2 may 
slide, thereby to close the storage chamber 25 of the 
member 2. The stationary composite member, com 
prising heel sole portion 3 and skirt 26, and the member 
2 which is slideable thereinto, together constitute an 
overall heel structure having substantially the external 
appearance of the heel structure of a normal shoe. 

It will be understood that the heel member 2 has what 
is herein referred to as a normal position underlying the 
heel sole portion 3 and in alignment therewith, and when 
in said normal position, the movable and stationary heel 
members present no objectionable protuberances, have the 
usual appearance of a shoe heel, and are disposed to per 
mit normal use of the shoe for standing, walking, running 
or other activity of the wearer. 

... Figs. 5 and 6 show a construction which comprises 
as a composite assembly an extended hinge plate 38, 
for mounting to the heel sole portion 3, and connected 
to smaller hinge leaf 39 through hinge pin 40. Hinge 
leaf 39 is affixed to heel member 41, which may corre 
Spond Substantially exactly in size, shape and function 
with heel member 2 hereinabove shown and described. 

. Heel member 41 in the closed position of Fig. 5 meets 
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4. 
comes, in effect, a part of the stationary heel portion 3 
of the sole. 
An inturned upper flange portion 43 of skirt or shield 

44 may be interposed as shown between plate 38 and 
the sole portion 3 to fix the skirt to the shoe. The 
shield member 44 may, accordingly, be substantially iden 
tical with the shield 26 shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and it 
preferably comprises a resilient portion 45 having an 
inward catch projection 46 cooperating with the heel 
member 41 in the same manner as previously described 
portion 20 and projection 23 cooperate with heel mem 
ber 2 of Figs, 1 and 2. 
Female force-responsive catch element 47 in the mod 

ification of Figs. 5 and 6 is conveniently formed integral 
with plate 38 and comprises a plurality of spring fingers 
48 arranged releasably to engage the male catch mem 
ber 49 carried by heel member 41. 

Screws 50, shown in Fig. 5, conveniently attach plate 
38 and its interconnected movable heel member 41 to the 
shoe sole, passing through suitable openings 51 shown in 
Fig. 6. Heel member 41 has a storage chamber 52 
therein opening through its upper surface 53. The cen 
tral portion of plate 38 is preferably cut away as shown 
at 54 in order to save weight and slightly to increase the 
size of the storage space of cavity 52. In the normal 
closed position of the heel member 41, as seen in Fig. 5, 
the chamber 52 is closed against sole portion 3, plate 
33 being interposed. 

In the constructions shown in Figs. 1 through 6, ac 
cordingly, a movable heel member, such as member 2, 
is hingedly mounted to a stationary heel member, com 
prising, for example, sole heel portion 3 and the guard 
member 26 connected thereto. The movable member 2 
is arranged to slide into and out of a hollow or socket 
formed by the arcuate guard, which provides side walls 
for the socket, and by the heel sole portion which pro 
vides a top wall. In the construction shown, the heel 
member 2 pivots or swings on the hinge axis as it slides 
into and out of the socket. Two friction catch means are provided, one of which comprises metal spring snap 
elements as at 12 in Fig. 1, and the other of which com 
prises the projection 23 engageable with a portion of 
the member 2 at indentation 22, or, more particularly, 
shoulder 22 formed at the indentation. 
Operation of the device as disclosed in Figs. 5 and 6 

will be understood to be substantially identical with that 
of the preferred embodiment of Figs. 1 and 2. 

Figs. 7 through 9 disclose a modification according 
to the invention wherein the movable heel member 60 is arranged to swing on a vertically disposed hinge pin 
61 which extends perpendicularly downwardly from shoe 
sole 62 rather than extending horizontally and laterally 
across the sole as do pins 8 and 40 of Fig. 1 and Fig. 
5, respectively. Accordingly, heel member 60 may swing 
from the normal position of Fig. 7, in which storage 
chamber 63 is closed against the under surface of the 
shoe sole, into the broken line position 64 in which the 
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chamber is exposed for access externally of the shoe. 
The hinge construction comprises a plate or base 65 to 

which pin 61 is rigidly affixed and which, in turn, is 
affixed by screws 66 rigidly to sole member 62, and a 
hinge leaf and bearing member 67 rotatable on pin 61 
and attached to heel member 60 by screws 68. The 
end of pin 61 remote from plate 65 is formed into a 
head portion 69 to retain bearing member 67 on the 
pin. 

A male spring catch or detent element 70 is affixed 
to the heel member 60 spaced rearwardly from the axis 
of hinge pin 61 and engageable with a female indenta 
tion or depression 71 in sole 62 to act as a force-respon 
sive friction catch arrangement to retain heel member 
60 in normal position until sufficient force is applied 
to the heel member, as by the fingers of the wearer's 
hand, to cause the heel to release the detent 70 from its plate 38, since plate 38 when attached to the shoe be- 75 female element, 71. 
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Additional catch means are provided in the form of 

a generally J-shaped arcuate skirt or shield 72 preferably 
of spring metal attached to the sole 62 by means of 
inwardly folded tabs and screws, such as tab 73 and 
screw 74. The end portion 75 of shield 72 partially en 
circles the rearward end of the heel member whereby, 
as the heel is pivoted from its normal position under 
the sole to its position 64, end portion 75 yields out 
wardly against its spring tendency to grip the heel mem 
ber, thereby to function as a catch element. A depres 
sion 76 is preferably formed in the outer surface of 
the heel to receive shield 72 and to give a smooth, un 
broken contour to the shoe when the heel member 60 
is in normal closed position. 
The vertical hinge or pivot pin 61 is preferably dis 

posed toward one side of the heel member, as seen in 
Fig. 7, so that substantially the whole chamber 63 is 
exposed when the heel member is swung outwardly on 
the pivot. 

It will be apparent that, in the construction of Figs. 
7-9, the spring catch 70 and the spring end 75 each op 
erate separately as a friction catch, affording extra se 
curity against inadvertent exposure of the storage cham 
ber. The shield 72 operates further to guard the heel 
member from forces which might accidentally swing the 
heel from normal position. The end 77 of depression 
76 is slightly spaced from end portion 75 of shield 72, 
thereby to permit the finger of the hand to engage end 
77 to force the heel from its closed or normal posi 
tion. It will be seen that guard 72 and the sole 62 
form a stationary heel member defining a socket into 
which and from which movable heel member 60 may 
slide in pivoting on hinge axis 61, the normal closed 
position of member 60 being within the socket and in 
alignment with the rearward end of the sole, as shown 
in full lines in Figs. 7, 8 and 9. 

It will be noted that the heel portion of the shoe sole 
member in each embodiment of the invention herein 
disclosed is uninterrupted in that the sole is solid 
throughout the heel portion, presenting comfortable sup 
port for the heel of the wearer and the only opening 
into the sole heel portion being the small or slight in 
dentation in the under surface 18 necessary to receive 
the male catch member 13 of Fig. 1, 49 of Fig. 5, or 
70 of Fig. 9. Since the heel portion of the sole is struc 
turally uninterrupted, with the exception of the mentioned 
indentations extending only partly through the sole, the 
Sole persents a smooth unbroken upper surface and firm 
support to the heel of the wearer, the original rigidity 
of the sole heel portion being, in the case of the Figs. 
5 and 6 construction, supplemented by the addition 
thereto of the plate 38. 
While only certain preferred embodiments of this in 

vention have been shown and described by way of illus 
tration, many modifications will occur to those skilled 
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housed position in said socket, said catch means being 
disposed spaced from the axis of said hinge, said mov 
able member having a surface portion engaging a por 
tion of the wall of said socket and having a storage 
chamber opening through said surface portion and nor 
mally closed by said socket wall portion when said mov 
able member is housed in said socket and accessible when 
said movable member is swung from said socket. 

2. In a shoe having a sole with an integral heel por 
tion, a heel member having a hollow storage cavity 
therein opening through the top surface of said mem 
ber and normally closed against said heel portion, said 
heel member having a lower ground-contacting wearing 
surface, a hinge having a pair of pivotally connected 
leaves, one said leaf being connected to said heel por 
tion and the other being connected to said heel member 
whereby said heel member may be pivoted relative to 
said heel portion, restraining means interconnecting said 
heel portion and said heel member spaced from the pivot 
of said hinge and normally restraining said heel mem 
ber in normal supporting position under said heel por 
tion and with said lower surface in normal ground-con 
tacting position, said restraining means being releasable 
in response to the application of force to said heel mem 
ber to release said heel member from said heel portion 
for Swinging on said hinge pivot thereby to expose said 
opening into said cavity. 

3. The combination in accord with claim 2 wherein 
said heel member has an outer surface and a discontinuity 
in said outer surface forming a shoulder remote from said 
hinge and engageable by an external forcing object, said 
shoulder being oriented to transmit to said heel member 
force applied to said shoulder by such object in the direc 
tion to release said restraining means. 

4. The combination according to claim 2 wherein said 
hinge has a vertical pivot axis. 

5. In a shoe having a sole member with a smooth un 
broken upper surface and including an integral heel por 
tion, a heel member having a generally flat upper surface 
and having a storage cavity extending downwardly there 
into through its said upper surface, said heel member hav 
ing a forward edge facing the toe of said shoe, a hinge 
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in the art and it is, therefore, desired that it be under 
stood that it is intended in the appended claims to cover 
all such modifications as fall within the true spirit and 
scope of this invention. 
What is claimed as new and what it is desired to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States is: 
1. In a shoe having a sole member including an 

integral heel portion, an arcuate guard element affixed 
to the heel portion of said sole member and depending 
therefrom and forming therewith a walled socket hav 
ing an opening, a movable heel member fitting said 
socket, said movable heel member having a forward 
end and a rearward end, a hinge attaching said forward 
end to said sole member, said opening being positioned 
and proportioned to pass said movable member into 
and out of said socket as said movable member is swung 
on said hinge, releasable friction catch means carried 
by and disposed within said socket and cooperative 
catch means on said movable member engageable with 
said first catch means when said movable member is in 
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attached to said upper surface of said heel member and 
to said heel portion of said sole member and having a 
pivot axis adjacent said forward edge and underlying said 
sole member whereby said heel member may be swung on 
said axis away from its normal position in which its said 
upper Surface is in conforming contact with said heel por 
tion into an open position in which its said upper surface 
is spaced from said heel portion to expose said cavity to 
ready access externally of said shoe, said hinge being sub 
stantially hidden from view when said heel member is 
in said normal position, and a pair of force-responsive 
releasably interengaging catch members attached respec 
tively to said upper surface of said heel member at a por. 
tion thereof spaced from said pivot axis and on said heel 
portion of said sole member operative normally to re 
strain said heel member in said normal position and upon 
application of force to said heel member to release said 
heel member for said Swinging into said open position. 

6. In a shoe having a sole member including an integral 
heel portion, a movable heel member having opposite for 
Ward and rearward end portions, a hinge connecting said 
Second member at one of said end portions to said sole 
member, a resilient skirt element joined to said heel por 
tion of said sole member and depending therefrom and 
forming a socket therewith, said socket receiving said heel 
member fittingly therein when said heel member is in a 
normal closed position under said heel portion of said sole 
member, said heel member having a surface portion en 
gaged against a wall of said socket when said heel member 
is in its said normal closed position, said heel member 
being Swingable on said hinge between said normal closed 
position under said heel portion of said sole into an open 
displaced position in which said surface portion is ex 



7 
posed externally of said socket, said heel member and 
said socket comprising respective interengaging friction 
catch portions spaced from the axis of said hinge and 
being normally engaged to restain said heel member when 
said heel member is in said normal closed position and 
releasable upon the application of force to said heel men." 
ber in a direction to swing said heel member from said 
closed to said open position, and a storage chamber in said 
-heel member opening through said surface portion. 

7. In a shoe having a sole member including an integral 
'heel portion, a heel structure comprising, said heel por 
tion, a guard element forming a hollow socket affixed to 
and underlying said heel portion and forming therewith a 
stationary member, a movable member slidably fitting said 
socket and normally disposed in aligned position therein, 
a surface portion of said stationary member exposed to 
said socket, said movable member having a surface por 
tion disposed in facing juxtaposition to said surface por 
tion of said stationary member when said movable mem 
ber is disposed in said aligned position in said socket and 
exposed when said movable member is slid from said 
socket, and a storage chamber in said movable member 
opening through said surface portion of said movable 
member, said guard element being resilient and including 
a projection extending laterally into said socket and mov 
able outwardly in response to resilient deformation of said 
guard element, said movable member having an indenta 
tion therein receiving said projection and forming there 
with a releasable friction catch normally retaining said 
movable member in its said aligned position, and said 
movable member having a finger-engageable portion dis 
posed interiorly of said socket when in said aligned posi 
tion accessible upon said resilient deformation of said 
guard element, 

8. In a shoe having a sole member including an integral 
heel portion, a resilient deflectable guard element form 
ing with said heel portion of said sole member a hollow 
socket having an open bottom, said guard being affixed to 
said sole member and underlying said heel portion and 
forming therewith a stationary member, a movable heel 
member fitting said socket and normally disposed in 
aligned position therein, a hinge joining said movable heel 
member to said heel portion of said sole member whereby 
said movable member may be swung into and out of said 
socket about the axis of said hinge, a surface portion of 
said stationary member exposed to said socket, said mov 
able heel member having a surface portion disposed in 
facing juxtaposition to said surface portion of said sta 
tionary member when said movable heel member is dis 
posed in said aligned position in said socket and exposed 
when said movable heel member is hingedly swung from 
said socket, and a storage chamber in said movable heel 
member opening through said surface portion of said mov 
able heel member, said stationary member and said mov 
able heel member comprising respective interengaging re 
leasable friction catch elements and said movable heel 
member having a finger-engageable outer surface portion. 

9. The combination in accord with claim 8 wherein 
said side walls are provided with a discontinuous portion 
comprising a shoulder remote from said hinge axis, said 
shoulder having a face oriented to lie substantially per 
pendicular to the direction in which said discontinuous 
portion swings upon said Swinging motion of said heel 
member, said shoulder being contactable by an external 
object to transmit from such object to said heel member, 
force in the direction to release said catch means. 

10. In a shoe having a sole with an integral heel por 
tion, a heel member having an upper surface normally 
positioned against said heel portion and having a forward 
end portion and a rearward end portion, friction catch 
means releasably interconnecting said heel portion of 
said sole with said rearward end portion of said heel 
member, a hinge having an axis forwardly spaced from 
said catch means and adjacent said forward end portion 
of said heel member hingedly mounting said heel member 
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to said sole, said heel member being swingable on said 
axis in a direction to separate said upper surface thereof 
from said heel portion and said catch means normally 
releasably restraining said heel member against said swing 
ing, and an arcuate guard dependingly attached to said 
sole heel portion and engaged fittingly about the outer 
surface of said heel member and open in said direction 
whereby said heel member may swing therefrom on said 
hinge axis, said heel member having a storage chamber 

- therein opening through said upper surface normally closed 
by said heel portion and accessible upon said swinging 
separation of said surface and heel portion. 

11. A shoe heel structure comprising a flat plate of 
generally arcuate side and rear outline and having a plu 
rality of mounting holes therethrough, said plate having a 
forward-end edge and an upper surface and a lower sur 
face, a hinge pin carried by said plate along its said for 
ward end edge, an arcuate guard having an upper edge 
turned inwardly onto said-upper surface along the sides 
and rear of said plate and depending from the side and 
rear edges of said plate, a hinge leaf mounted on said 
hinge pin and swingable toward and away from said lower 
surface about the axis of said pin, a heel member con 
nected to said leaf and swingable therewith, said member 
having an internal storage cavity opening upwardly toward 
said lower surface of said plate, a pair of cooperating fric 
tion catch elements, one of said elements being mounted 
on said heel member and the other of said elements con 
stituting a portion of said plate and being positioned for 
engagement by said one element upon swinging of said 
leaf and heel member toward said plate, said heel mem 
ber being proportioned and arranged to be fittingly re 
ceived in said arcuate guard. 

12. In a shoe having a rear structure of the shoe which 
includes an underlying heel portion of the sole of the 
shoe, a hinge plate attached to and forming an integral 
part of said heelportion, a hinge pin carried by said plate 
and disposed generally horizontally and along the for 
Ward edge of said heel portion, a swingable hinge-element 
mounted on said pin for swinging with respect to said 
plate on said pin, a movable heel member fixed to said 
element and swingable therewith, said movable heel mem 
ber having an upper surface, having an internal storage 
chamber opening through its said upper surface, having a 
forward upper edge disposed adjacent and generally paral 
lel to said pin and having a lower ground-engageable wear 
ing surface, said heel member being swingable with said 
element about said pin from a normal horizontal position 
with its said upper surface engaged under said stationary 
heel portion and with its said chamber closed thereagainst 
into a downwardly swing position in which said cavity 
is exposed for access, a pair of releasable cooperative 
catch elements, one of said elements being fixed to said 
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novable heel member and the other of said elements be 
ing fixed to said rear structure of said shoe, said elements 
being cooperatively engageable when said heel member is 
in its said normal horizontal position and being disposed 
rearwardly of said hinge pin and cooperating when en 
gaged to retain said heel member in its said normal posi 
tion. 

13. In a shoe, the combination, with a heel portion of 
the sole of the shoe, said heel portion having a smooth un 
broken upper surface, of a heel member having a forward 
end, a lower wearing surface, side walls and an upper 
Surface, a hinge interconnecting said forward end of said 
heel member to said sole portion, said upper surface of 
said heel member being normally disposed against said 
sole heel portion and said heel member being swingable 
on the axis of said hinge to separate its said -upper sur 
face from said sole heel portion, and releasable friction 
catch means spaced from said axis releasably intercon 
necting said heel member and said sole heel portion and 
restraining said heel member against swinging on said 
axis from the position in which its said upper surface is 
disposed against said sole heel portion, said heel member 
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having a storage chamber therein opening through its said 1,551,345 
upper surface and normally closed by contact of its said 1,571,069 
upper surface with said sole heel portion. 2,507,991 
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