
April 7, 1942. J. L. MYERS 2,278,793 
DISPENSING MECHANISM 

Filed Feb. 7, 1941 

Affo frney. 

  

  



Patented Apr. 7, 1942 2,278,793 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,278,793 

DISPENSING MECHANISM 
John L. Myers, Felicity, Ohio 

Application February 7, 1941, Serial No. 377,777 
(C. 32-43) 4 Claims. 

This invention relates to dispensing mechanism 
and particularly to mechanism for dispensing 
ice cream cones. 
Cones of this type are made in different styles, 

some being of single form for holding a single 
portion of ice cream and others being of double 
form and known in the art as 'double headers' 
in that they are adapted to receive two scoops of 
ice cream and retain them in separate adjacent 
cavities formed in the upper cone structure. 
An object of this invention is to provide means 

whereby cones of both types may be served in 
a sanitary manner, i.e., without at any time con 
tacting the cone with the hand either in placing 
the same in the dispensing receptacle or in re 
moving it therefrom. 
In the present apparatus the stacks of cones 

are placed in the receptacle for retailing with 
out applying the hands to the cones in any man 
ner whatsoever. To secure this result the manu 
facturers of ice cream cones have devised sani 
tary. Squares or packages each containing one 
hundred (100) nested cones in stacks of twenty 
five (25) each, of each style cone. To load a dis 
pensing receptacle, the bottom of the package is 
cut off from its four sides, thus disclosing the 
bottom pointed ends of the cones of each stack 
to view. A square or rectangular dispensing 
frame which is provided with gripping springs for 
controlling and retaining the dispensing of the 
individual cone members is placed uniformly up 
on the open cut off ends of the package, with the 
gripping springs of the said frame extending up 
wardly thereon. In this form the insertion of 
the combined dispensing frame and cone package 
is carried out while both are in an upside down 
position, that is to say when the closed end of 
the package is downward. The receptacle's top 
open end is inverted for insertion and takes on 
and over said frame and package, until the edges 
of the frame bottom reach the stop means pro 
vided in the sides of the receptacle. By placing 
the hand under the closed bottom of the pack 
age, the receptacle is righted into a vertical po 
sition and is then ready for dispensing cones 
therefrom. 
The invention therefore consists in the provi 

sion of means for holding a square or rectangular 
frame with Spring gripping means and the lower 
open end of a carton containing cones, the mech 
anism including a casing in which the carton is 
inclosed, Supporting shoulders for receiving the 
lower edge of the frame and a dispensing lower 
door So Constructed and arranged as to present 
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the cones being dispensed in a manner that will 
facilitate their handling. - 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a structure of the type in question in which the 
essential parts are struck from the main casing, 
thereby materially reducing the expense of 
manufacture. . . . 
Other features residing in the novel con 

struction and arrangement of parts more clearly 
shown in the attached drawing forming part of 
the specification and wherein like characters of 
reference designate the corresponding parts 
throughout the several views in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section. 
Fig. 3 is a rear view, and 
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4'-4" of Fig. 1. 
In the drawing the invention illustrated com 

prises front wall , rear wall 2 and side walls 3. 
These walls are made of suitable light weight 
sheet metal of any form but preferably of the 
type presenting a pleasing appearance inasmuch 
as the structure is one which is normally placed 
in a display position. The front wall is short 
ened, terminating at a point 3', slightly below the 
horizontal center line of the assembly. The side 
walls 3 extend rearwardly and downwardly to 
connect with the rear wall 2 which latter ex 
tends materially below the bottom edge of the 
front wall. Substantially below the upper edge of 
the front wall and side walls 3-3, are the 
inwardly extending elongated stops or supporting 
shoulders 4 formed by depressing the walls in 
wardly as shown and serving to support the dis 
pensing frame. These stops or shoulders 4 are 
provided to support the dispensing frame, and 
cone container both shown in dotted line. The 
stops 4 extend horizontaly in a common plane 
and at such a position as to suspend the cones 
in a manner to permit their successful dispensing 
as shown clearly in Fig. 2. These depressions 
?extend Substantially across the front Walls 2 and 
the side walls 3 presenting an elongated support 
ing surface of a nature which will prevent cant 
ing of the cone support. 
The side walls 3 are further each formed with 

elongated inwardly extending depressed portions 
5 which extend along the inclined lower edge 
thereof just above their bottom margins. To 
the bottom edge of the rear wall 2 there is se 
cured by means of the hinge 6 the bottom closure 
which includes bottom wall , side Walls 8 and 
front Wall 9. The side walls 8 and the front 
wall 9 complete the walls i and 3 of the main 



2 
dispensing body and form therewith a substan 
tially rectangular unit. 
The upper edges of the side Walls 8 are each 

formed with elongated depressions 0, the Wall 
portion forming same cooperating With the de 
pressed portions 5 of the side walls 3 to inter 
engage and Secure the hinged bottom in its closed 
position. The inter-engagement of the parts 5 
and 0 is facilitated by the light metallic struc 
ture involved which inherently provides the es 
sential resiliency. A handle is provided for 
SWinging the hinged botton to its downward 
position. When cones are being dispensed through 
the mechanism and from the cone packages. A 
Support 2 is illustrated for Supporting the dis 
pensing chamber, this Support including the 
clamp plates 2 and 4 which together with the 
thumb Screw 5 provide a clamping means there 
for. Supporting brackets are indicated by ref 
erence characters 6 and , the upper bracket 
6 being horizontally positioned and the lower 
bracket T extending downwardly, therefrom at 
a point intermediate its length. Each of these 
brackets is provided with a pair of spaced key 
slots 8 to cooperate with headed supporting ele 
ments. The brackets are further of tubular forn 
permitting insertion of the upper end of the 
Support 2 if this type of suspension is desired. 
By means of the foregoing construction there 

has been provided a container to facilitate the 
dispensing of cones from their original package, 
this dispensing container being of pleasing de 
sign, relatively cheap to manufacture and of Such 
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long front wall, the angular side walls of said 
closure being formed with projections adapted 
to inter-engage the projections at the marginal 
edges of the side Walls, and a Support for said 
device. 

2. In a device of the class described, a Con 
tainer including front and rear Walls and con 
necting side walls, the front wall being relatively 
short and terminating above the rear wall and 
the side walls terminating in lower angular mar 
ginal edges connecting the front and rear Walls, 
horizontally arranged shoulders formed in the 
front Wall and side Walls in a common plane 
and intermediate their length to provide Sup 

5 porting surfaces, a hinged closure having angular 
side walls and a relatively long front wall, the 
marginal upper edges of the angular side walls 
being adapted to overlap the marginal edge por 
tions of the side Walls and inter-engaging means 
carried by Said overlying edges to Secure the 
closure in closed position. 

3. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer including front and rear walls and con 
necting side walls, the front wall being relatively 
short and terminating above the rear wall, and 
the side Walls terminating in lower angular mar 
ginal edges connecting the front and rear walls, 
horizontally arranged shoulders formed in the 
front wall and side walls in a common plane 
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a construction that the cones being dispensed 
can be protected at all times against contact 3 
which might result in their breakage or their 
contact with dirt, contrary to regulations gov 
erning dispensing to the public. It will be obvi 
ous that the cones are readily accessible at all 
times, but may be kept inclosed by swinging the 
bottom into inter-engagement with the main 
structure on its hinge. 6. The parts readily en 
gage and retain their inter-engaged position due 
to the structure involved and the inherent, re 
siliency of the parts. 
What I Clain is: . 
1. A container holder and dispensing device 

including front and rear walls and side walls, 
the front wall being relatively short and ter. 
minating Substantially above the rear wall and 
the side walls terminating in lower angular mar 
ginal edges connecting the bottom edges of the 
front and rear walls, horizontally arranged in 
ternally extending elongated shoulders formed in 
the front wall and side walls at a point sub 
stantially intermediate the length of said walls, 
elongated projections extending along the lower 
angular edges of the side Walls, and a hinged 
closure having angular side walls and a relatively 
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and intermediate their length. to provide Sup 
porting surfaces, a hinged closure having angular 
side Walls and a relatively long front wall, the 
marginal upper edges of the langular side walls 
being adapted to overlap the marginal edge por 
tions of the side Walls of said container, said 
overlying edges having elongated inter-engaging 
parts arranged to extend in a common plane 
when said closure is moved to closed position to 
secure the parts together. 

4. In a device of the class described, a con 
tainer including front and rear walls and con 
necting side walls, the front wall being relatively 
short and terminating above the rear wall and 
the side Walls terminating in lower angular mar 
ginal edges connecting the front and rear walls, 
horizontally arranged shoulders formed in the 
front Wall and side walls in a common plane 
and intermediate their length to provide sup 
porting Surfaces, a hinged closure having angu 
lar side walls and a relatively long front wall, 
the marginal upper edges of the angular side 
walls being adapted to overlap the marginal edge 
portions of the side walls of said container, said 
overlying edges having elongated inter-engaging 
parts arranged to extend in a common plane for 
inter-engagement when said closure is moved to 
closed position to secure the parts together. 

JOHN E. MYERS. 


