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Tb al whom it mayconcern? 
Beit knownthat I,CHARLES W.STARK,a, 

citizen of the United States,residing at 
Mountain Lake,in the county of,Cotton? 
wood and State of Minnesota,haveinvented 
eertain new and useful Improvements in 
Fastening Devices;and Idohereby declare 
the folowingto bea ful,clear,8ndexagt 
description of the invention,Such as wil 
enable othersskiledin the art to whichit 
appertainstomake andusethesame? 
My invention relatestonew anduseful improvenentsinfastening devicesand more 

particularlytothatclassadaptedto beused forretainingswingingclosuressugh?8d9ors, wagonendgatesandühelike,intheirclosed 
positionsand my objectisto provide alatch 
whichispivoted tothe closureandadapted 
toengageakeeper, Afurtherobjectisto provideareversible 
keeper and one whereinthe latch wil be 
elevatedin closingwhen pressureis directed 
onthe_swinging objecttowhich thelatchis 
Secured, 
A further objectisto provide meansfor 

releasing the latch from the keeper from 
eitherside ofthe closure, 
A further objectisto providemeans fo? 

securingthe closureinitsopen position and astilfurtherobjectistoprovide_meansfor 
lockingthesecuringdeviceinitsclosed posi 
tion. Otherobjectsandadvantageswilbehere 
inafter referred to and more particularly 
pointedoutinthe claims, In the accompanying drawings forming 
part ofthisapplication?Figurelis a.frag 
mentary perspective view of a,building 
showing my improved securing,deviee at 
tached thereto,Fig.2is a horizontal8ec 
tional view through the building showing 
the doorthereforinitsclosedposioninful 
linesandinits Openposition by dottedlines, Fig,3isaverticalsectionaLviewas Seenon 
line 3?3,Fig,1,Eig,4is a perspective 
view of one form of keeperforthe atch, Fig.5isa detailDerspectiveviewofawagon bedendgate,showingmyipprovedsecuring deviceatachedtheretoyand,Fig.6_isaper spectiveview ofamodifedformotkeepgr? 
Referringtothe drawingsin whichsimi larreferencenumeralsdesignatecorrespond 

ing parts throughout theseveral_views,1 
indicatesthewalof a building,which may 
beconstructedinthe usualor any preferred 
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hingeqy mountedtQone port? o?a doqr jamb3by meansof hinges4,The door2is 
heldinaclosed positionby means of alatch 
5,oneendofwfichisseciredtothe door2( by means of a bolt6,whilethe oppositeend 
thereofisadaptedtoengage anotch7inthe 
keeper 8 and?when the latch isin engage 
mentwiththenotch,the doorwilbesecurely 
heldinitsclosed position… The keeper8issubstantialyoftrianguar 
shape,theinclined edges of which are dis 
posed in the path of the free,end of_the 
latch,so that when the door is noved to 
its closed position,said latch wil travel 
uptheinclinededge ofthe keeper andenter 
the notch7andinorderto daptthe keeper 
for doorsswingingfromeitherside of the 
casing,a notchisformed in each edge of 
the keeper,or should One inclined edge of 
the keeper become worn or broken,the 
keeper may be reversed and the oppositc 
edge thereof nsed, 
The keepers 8 aresecured to parts of a buildingorotherobject by meansofastrap 

9,which strap is provided with suitable 
holes10to receive screws orthe like and 
the straps may extend at right anglesto 
thetrend ofthe keepers8asshown in Fig, 
4 or may be extended in alinement with 
the keepers as shown in Fig,6,the straps 
when extendedtothe positionshownin Fig, 
4,being applied to the outer face of the 
waland when extended asshown in Fig.6, 
totheinnerface ofthejambagainst which 
the doorswings,The latch,5is extended 
through a housing11,by which meansitis 
heldin properalinementtothe keeper,said 
housing having,a spring therein(not 
shown),which directs downward pressure 
On the latch and causes the Sane to enter 
the notch7 whenthe dooris closed, 
In ordertoraisethe latch out ofengage 

mentwith the keeper8when on the outside 
of a building,a hand-hold12isformedin 
tegral with the latch and preferaby ex 
tends in a horizontal position and longi 
tudinally of the latch,while the latch is 
released fron the keeper from_within the 
building by asimilar hand-hold_18,which 
preferably extends,in a vertigal position 
andis fxed to theinner end of the bolt 6, 
that portion of the boltextending through 
thelatch beingprovidedwithflattenedfaces 
14,the openinginthe latch beingsimilarly 
formed toft?he fattened portions of the 

manner and 2indicates a door,which is boltanditwilbereadily8eenthat whenthe 
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hand-hold 13istwisted orturued in oue1 initsopen positionsolongasthehand-hold directiou,the latch ? will be swung out of 
engagement with the keeper 8,The hand 
iào positioned that when the door 

52isswungtoits open position,it wilen 
gagethenotch15in anauxiliary keeper16, 
Said auxiliary keeper being secured at the 
proper point on the wal 1 and when the 
hand-hold?12 is in engagement with the 

10 auxiliary keeper,the door will be securely 
held in its Open position,The auxiliary 
keeper 16 may be formed similar to the 
keeper S,orthe inclined edges 17thereof 
1nay be Curved as shown in Figs,1 and 6 

15 andifitis desired tolockthe latchin en 
gagenent with the keeper,said keeper is 
provided with an opening 18,through 
which the shank 19 of a pad lock is ex 
tended,theshank19also extendingthrough 

20the hand-hold 12 and when the free end 
of theshankis engaged with the pad lock, 
thelatchüwilbesecurely heldinitsclosed position,? 
Asshown in Fig,5,the securing device A· 

25 may beattached to a wagon bedend gate, 
the end gatein thisinstance being formed 
in two Sections 21 and 22,the section 21 havinga plate23Securedtheretoand$dapted 
tOS ? over the section 22,the free end 

30 ofthe plate 23 extendingintojuxtaposition 
toacleat24on whichthe keeper8issecured, 
while the latch 5 is pivotaly mounted on 
the plate 23 andin position to engage the 
notch.7 in,the keeper,the auxiliary hand 35hold,inthisinstance,beingdispensedwith… 

It wilthus beseen that [have provided averycheapandeconomicalform ofsecur 
ing device and onethat Can be readily at 
tachedto variousswinging objects,such as 

40gates,doors and the like and One that Can 
be operated fromeitherside of the closure 
It willfurther beseenthat I have provided 
avery cheapandeconomicalform of keeper 
for parts of the securing device?and one 

45thatCan bereversed whenoneportionthere 
of becomes worn,It will likewise be Seen 
that by Curvingthe inclined edges of the 
keepers,asshown in Figs.1and6,a more 
extensive wearingsurfacewilbe presented 

50to the latch and thus reducingthe amount 
of wear on the latch and keeper,It wil 
further beseenthatbyattachingthe keepers 
tothewalof a building_andin position to 
engagethe horizontaly disposed hand-hold 

55 ofthélatch,the doorwil besecurely held 

is in engagement with the keeper on,the 
wal?and that by operating the auxiliary 
hand-hold 18,the hand-hold 12 may be 
readily disengaged from the keepeL16?It 
willikewise beseen that by providingthe 
free end ofthe latch with anarrow-shaped 
head,the Same can be used in connection 
with slidingdoors,theshoulders atthein 
tersection of the head with the latch,pre 
venting the door from being moved to 8n 
open position until the latch is raised in 
the usual manner, - 
What [claimis: 
1.A device of the character described, comprising a latch?having an elongated 

hand hold loop,8aid loop extending_from 
the pivotalend of said latch tonearly its 
oppositeterminal,saidlatch having an en 
gaging arrow-head shaped end,a keeper 
adapted_forengagementwith saidterminal 
headand havingarightangled outstanding 
arrowshaped portion.the latter having an 
opening about Centralytherethrough,and 
alocking means having ashackleadapted 
toengagesaid openingandsaidloop,efect 
ingthe Couplingtogether ofsaid keeperand 
said loop practicaly in contact with each 
other. · 

2,A device of the character described 
comprising a pivoted latch having an elon 
gated hand hold loop,said latch having an 
arrow headed terminal,just beyond Said 
loop,a keeper havingaright angled portion 
alsoarrow-headshaped andadapted foren 
gagement withsaidterminalof said latch, 
Said right angled portion of said keeper 
having an Opening about?centraly_there 

|through,a locking means havingashackle 
adapted?for engagement with said opening 
andsaid loop_efectinglockingengagement 
between Said loop and Said keeper,and an 
arrow headed keeper having atits inner 
end or base upperand lowernotchesadapt 
ed forengagement with saidloop when the 
latch is presented thereto in opening the 
door? 
Intestimony whereof I have signed my 

nametothisspecificationinthe presence of 
two subscribingwitnesses, 

CHARLEswsTARK 
Vitnesses: 

ABR.JANZEN? 
J.J,JANZEN? 
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